
Did you know that elephants have 
the longest pregnancy period of any 
living mammal? 
Around two years, which is the same 
period of gestation between the 
intended celebrations of our Abbey’s 
millennium in 2000 and the birth in 
2022, after Covid, of an abundance 

of events. Let’s look at what you 
enjoyed ... or what you missed.  
The spiritual importance of Abbey 
life has been highlighted in many 
ways: A Civic Mass at the Catholic 
Church started us off on St 
Edmund’s Day (November 20) and 
more recently Churches Together had 

an open-air gathering in the Abbey 
Gardens. A unique weekend in May, 
hosted by the Cathedral, brought 
people from across Europe for a 
weekend of “Abiding Wisdom” with 
keynote speakers.  
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People attending the Midsummer Party against the backdrop of the Abbey ruins. 
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Sculpture plinth and mosaics in 
the Abbey to mark millennium 
There have already been a number of 
events held to mark the Abbey 1000 
celebrations. These have included a 
sculpture plinth and mosaics being 
installed in the crypt of the Abbey of 
St Edmund, in May, with a different 
sculpture featured each month.

“The Monk”, by Nigel Kaines and 
Kev Baldwin of Designs on Metal, 
was followed by Bury in Bloom’s 
“Crowning Glory”, by the Crafty 
Foxes in June, and “Abbey of St Ed-
mund Pilgrims”, by John Williams, 
towards the end of the month.

The next few months will see more 
sculptures on display including “St 
Edmund’s Wolf”, by wood carv-
er Luke Chapman; “St Edmund’s 
Head”, by students from West Suf-
folk College; the “Wolf Crown”, by 
Year 10 students from King Edward 
VI School; and “Theme of St 
Edmund”, by Year 9 students from 
County Upper School. “The Monk” 
will return in November to help 
celebrate St Edmund’s Day on Nov-
ember 20.
The Abbey 1000 would like to thank 
Austin Cornish and his team at Bury 
Developments for all their help in 
ensuring the sculptures have been 
safely installed on the plinth.

Melanie Lesser 
Abbey 1000 committee 

Continued from Page 1

Amongst those attending were 
Benedictine monks and nuns 
reminding us that it was their fore-
bears who lived at the Abbey and 
guarded St Edmund’s shrine.  
Pilgrimages had taken place from Ely 
and Holme from where the monks 
originated.  
The Cathedral was filled on the 
Sunday for a celebration of a Catho-
lic Mass followed by the Anglican 
Sung Eucharist; in the afternoon 
around 200 people attended Vespers 
and joined a procession to the Abbey 
Crypt. Manuscripts from the Abbey 
that were last in Bury 500 years ago 
were displayed at the Cathedral – 
2,513 people viewed them, more 
than have done so at their current 
resting place at Pembroke College, 
in Cambridge. The monthly cycle of 
sculptures in the Abbey Crypt has 
featured the stainless-steel monk and 
Crowning Glory made by schoolchil-
dren as a recycling project and there 
are more to come.
A splendid Midsummer Party against 
the backdrop of the Abbey ruins 
recognised the generosity of spon-
sors and the support of the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund. 
A Picnic in the Park in July attracted 
people for a day of entertainment, 
music and a chance to see the ways 
in which community groups operate.  
It reached out to those who cannot 
normally attend events and show-
cased our town to visitors from far 

and wide. The Bury Society provided 
1,000 “goody bags” highlighting 
the range of local events that can be 
enjoyed.  Schools have participat-
ed in art and drama; a bio-blitz has 
reminded us of the importance of na-
ture; town trails have been designed; 
literary competitions held; lectures 
by prominent speakers have been 
held; town guides have explained 
the town’s history and heritage; and 
Moyse’s Hall will have a summer 
exhibition telling the story of St Ed-
mund and the Abbey.  
The best of music has been heard as 
Bury hosted the Aldeburgh Festival 
and other concerts throughout the 
year. There will be many other events 
to enjoy before the climax of the year 
which features a weekend in 
November with an incredible Spec-
tacle of Light show projecting images 
of illuminated manuscripts from the 
Abbey onto historic buildings plus a 
light trail through the Abbey ruins.  
By day there will be the Edmund lec-
ture and church services reminding 
us that without our patron Saint and 
one of the biggest Abbey Churches 
in Europe we would never have been 
a centre of pilgrimage and a place of 
such global importance.  
The events of Abbey 1000 as 
described at https://www.visit-buryst-
edmunds.co.uk/abbey-1000 represent 
the efforts of many individuals and 
organisations in unifying our com-
munity – that in itself bodes well as 
its legacy.

John Saunders

Series of events taking 
place to mark celebrations

An aeriel photograph by Paul Smith, 
of Wildlife and Landscape Photo-
graphy, shows ‘The Monk’ within the 
ruins of the Abbey of Edmund. 



‘Abbey of St Edmund Pilgrims’ 
and ‘Crowning Glory’ unveiled 
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John William’s sculpture shows a variety of medieval 
pilgrims who came through the centuries to visit the 
shrine of St Edmund in the Abbey. John has created the 
shape of the sculpture to reflect the contours of the 
ruins. Pictured, left to right, are Austin Cornish, Bury 
Developments; Melanie Lesser, Abbey 1000 committee; 
John Williams; and Matt Fordham, also from Bury 
Developments.

A two-metre-high ‘crown’, made of recycled items, inspired 
by the heritage of King Edmund, combined with the ‘Jewel 
in the Crown of Suffolk’ status of Bury St Edmunds, led 
to the name ‘Crowning Glory’. Pictured, left to right, are 
Austin Cornish and Carl Studd, both of Bury Develop-
ments; Melanie Lesser, Abbey 1000 committee; Kim Judge, 
St Edmundsbury Cathedral; and Michelle Freeman, Crafty 
Foxes.

On a glorious sunny day (Saturday, 
July 16) a community event, part of 
Abbey 1000, was held in the Abbey 
Gardens. 
As a feature of the belated millen-
nium celebrations the Picnic in the 
Park had thousands of people attend-
ing enjoying not only the ambience 
of the event, but also musical offer-
ings, family friendly activities and 
winners of a story-telling competi-
tion. 

‘Goody bags’ for those attending Picnic in the Park 

To help support this truly momentous 
occasion the Bury Society distrib-

uted, with the help of the local tour 
guides, Bury Society members and 
Tesco community champion Julie 
Bailey, 1,000 small carrier bags with 
the Bury Society logo printed on 
them (pictured left).
Despite a severely underestimated  

time to “stuff” the “goody bags” 
with leaflets, brochures, a child’s 
colouring book, postcard of the 
abbey and of course the obligatory 
sweets, they were handed out on the 
day. It was a great success.

Martyn Taylor
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As Anglia in Bloom and the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) encour-
aged us to focus on sustainability 
and make a positive impact, environ-
mental considerations increasingly 
take centre stage and we started by 
looking at rainwater harvesting for 
our hanging baskets. 
With nearly 500 hanging baskets 
around the town, the amount of water 
being used each season is massive; 
we calculate 30,000 litres, even 
though all the baskets have water res-
ervoirs. We also wanted to ensure we 
had sufficient for a low rainfall year 
so decided to plan for five 10,000 
litre tanks, to give us 50,000 litres 
capacity, and look for sites close to 
the town centre to avoid excessive 
travelling when filling water bowsers.
Bury St Edmunds Town Council sup-
ported the £10,000 grant application 

Rainwater harvesting tank installed 
at Greene King with more to come

by Bury in Bloom, however, all our 
plans were delayed by Covid-19 as 
the offered sites were closed. 
Finally in early 2022 we began 
installing the first 10,000 litre tank at 
Greene King with plans for a second 
tank at the same location and two 
more tanks at Abbeygate Cinema. 
Once installed the rainwater harvest-
ing system has virtually no running 
cost. In addition to the environmen-
tal gain and cost savings the harvest-

ed rainwater is much softer than the 
very hard tap water in this Anglia 
Water area. 
The high pH (hard) tap water locks-
up the essential nutrients essential 
for plant growth. The low pH (soft) 
rainwater improves nutrient availa-
bility, so we expect to see an im-
provement as the softer rainwater 
allows plants to grow more readily.

David Irvine

Facelift for willow crown on roundabout
The sculpture on the Cullum 
Road roundabout has been given a 
facelift.
The iconic landmark, commis-
sioned in March 2017 by Bury In 
Bloom and sponsored by Greene 
King, was designed by Liz Cooke, 
of Chevington, in steel and local 
willow. It was unveiled by David 
‘’Sparky’’ Notley, a long-serving 
team member of St Edmundsbury 
Parks and Gardens, as he retired 
after 42 years.
In need of some attention, Liz has 
been back in recent days to under-
take a much-needed refurbishment 
of the structure.  
Along with her equally skilled son, 
Will, and using willow supplied 
from meadows at Greene King, 
they have completed the main-

tenance work which will give the 
roundabout sculpture a new lease of 
life. Going forward, there are plans 
to undertake annual maintenance 

work which will include soaking the 
willow and treating it with linseed oil 
prior to weaving.

David Irvine

Liz Cooke and her son Will restoring the willow crown on the Callum Road 
roundabout.

Pictured at the rainwater harvesting container at Greene King are Ady 
Goodwin, Greene King; Doug Beardon, Bury Society; Patrick Chung, Bury 
St Edmunds Town Council; Lynne Wright, Certificates of Merit co-ordinator; 
Jo Kreckler, Greene King; Martyn Taylor, Bury Society; David Irvine, Bury in 
Bloom; Lynda Seldis, Abbey Garden Friends; and Tony Whittingham, Bury St 
Edmunds Town Council.



After two years of disruption to 
our social calendar, we were able 
to proceed with the second of our 
planned events for the year – a trip 
to Diss and its refurbished Corn 
Hall, followed by a private tour of 
Earsham Hall and grounds.
The MCE committee had been 
very nervous and concerned as 
to whether there was an appetite 
for an organised coach trip so 
soon after the last wave of Covid 
infections.  
Our concerns were soon laid to 
rest with a 100% take up of 51 
guests for the day. However, in the 
24 hours before the event, sum-
mer colds and Covid reduced that 
number to 44. 
A number of the group had never 
really studied Diss and their first 
impression was one of a long hill 
to ascend to get to the Corn Hall 
– as we know, narrow winding 
streets are one of the downsides 
of a medieval town and on the day 
prevented the coach from getting 
anywhere near the venue. 
Bury Society members are not 
ones to be defeated and the climb 
was negotiated. 
Coffee and cake greeted us at the 
Corn Hall, followed by a delight-
ful 1960s black and white John 
Betjeman film on the town. 
A local volunteer spoke a little 
about the history of the Corn Hall.
The afternoon excursion to Earsh-
am Hall was in direct contrast to 
the morning.  
The afternoon’s sunshine was 
matched by Annabel Stretton-Der-
ham’s warm welcome, infectious 
enthusiasm and the unexpected 
coffee and cheese straws upon 
arrival. Annabel and her husband 
Rupert are the current owners and 
guardians of this historic house 
and gardens. It was clear from the 
start that Annabel’s intention was 
to create the impression that we 
were all friends of the family, visit-
ing for the afternoon.
During the time we were at Ear-
sham Hall, we learnt of its history, 

development and the families who 
graced its rooms. 
We heard of the alterations John 
Soane (later Sir John Soane) under-
took in the 1780s. This was of inter-
est as there is a connection to Bury 
St Edmunds and the work undertaken 
by John Soane in extending James 
Oakes’s house, in Guildhall Street. 
It was particularly interesting to hear 
of its history in the 20th century as a 
school and the antics of some of the 
pupils, and of course the story of how 
Rupert’s parents purchased a badly 
run down Earsham Hall and set about 
saving the building, a task subse-
quently driven forward by Rupert 
when he was still only 19. 
A most splendid afternoon tea was 
laid on in the main house, ending 

‘Doggy bags’ of food a bonus on 
day trip to Diss and Earsham Hall 

with the appearance of a great roll of 
cling film and “doggy bags” of sand-
wiches and cakes for the group and 
our splendid coach driver, Paul, who 
had negotiated the narrow lane and 
entrance to the hall, saving the group 
a second route march of the day. 
We now look forward to a late sum-
mer excursion on Thursday, Septem-
ber 8, when we plan to visit Holt and 
Sheringham.  
The day will include time to explore 
the historic town of Holt, followed 
by a short train journey on the 
picturesque heritage “Poppy Line” 
between Holt and Sheringham. 
Booking details for this event are 
included in this edition.

Terry O’Donoghue
Events Secretary

5

Annabel Stretton-Derham giving a guided tour of Earsham Hall to members 
of the Bury Society.

Bury Society members embarking on the coach to Diss and Earsham Hall.
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Suffolk Archives (SA), in Raingate 
Street, better known as the Bury 
Records Office, is under threat. 
Whether it survives in its present 
location, moves to somewhere else in 
town or, heaven forbid, moves lock 
stock and barrel to the new 
purpose-built heritage centre in 
Ipswich, known as the Hold, is un-
clear. 
At a recent meeting, held at Suffolk 
Archives on June 22, of just a few 
interested parties these options were 
offered though the chance of the third 
option happening was strongly de-
nied by the meeting’s chair, Suffolk 
County Councillor Bobby Bennett.
Some bulky and little used docu-
ments have been moved to the Hold 
from the old storage unit that was 
rented by SA behind the old Shire 
Hall. 
So what is to be done for the future 
of Bury’s heritage?
Kate Chantry, Suffolk Records Office  
manager, gave a presentation on the 
frailties of the existing Bury Records 
Office, including that it is expensive 
to maintain, not energy efficient, 
modifications difficult especially 
access for disabled people and its 
listing also prevents re-modelling of 
the existing shelving and the layout. 

Future of Suffolk Archives in Bury 
St Edmunds hangs in the balance

Poor car parking following the loss 
of its former car park also means 
options to expand have been cur-
tailed. Perhaps the biggest issue 
is that of the existing strong room 
which has finite space though 
everything that can be digitalised is 
being carried out. 
I raised my concerns that the im-
portant heritage of Bury St Ed-
munds, archives et-al, should not 
be removed to the flagship heritage 
venue, The Hold, in Ipswich.
Alex Wilson, the strategic director 
of West Suffolk Council, then gave 

a presentation as to the possibility 
of moving to a purpose-built facility 
at a new hub, constructed using the 
steel frame of the former enormous 
Barber Greene warehouse in West-
ern Way, a building that was built to 
take the mighty road laying ma-
chines they manufactured. It would 
be part of the new “Civic Village” 
which includes West Suffolk House 
and the new college faculties. 
This hub will also have a wide 
ranging set of facilities for leisure 
activities. 
The new archive would be on the 
first floor accessed by one main 
lift and four secondary lifts. There 
would be a cafeteria and search and 
study rooms etc. 
The most important thing is that 
there would  be a ‘fit-for-purpose” 
strongroom with a capacity to take 
all existing archival material and  
consideration for future collections.  
Concerns were raised as to travel 
and access from town, as the exist-
ing SA is more accessible. 
A decision on this hub, with further 
discussions, is to be made by the 
end of 2022 with the possibility of 
building work starting in 2023 and 
completion in 2025.
With the uncertainty of the Records 
Office in Raingate Street is this the 
way forward?

Martyn Taylor

The Barber Green warehouse in Western Way. The steel frame of the 
building could be used as part of the construction of a new ‘Civic Village’ in 
Bury St Edmunds.

Two new faces have recently joined 
the Society’s Board of Trustees.
Jess Rose Hughes was elected as a 
Trustee at the AGM on June 9.  
Jess grew up locally and returned 
after gaining degrees in political 
communications from the Universi-
ty of Stirling and the University of 
East Anglia (UEA). She has a keen 
interest in the town’s heritage having 
previously worked in the historic 
buildings sector. By day Jess is a 
grants fundraiser who has raised 
funds for Suffolk Mind, Royal Pap-
worth Hospital Charity, East Anglian 
Children’s Hospices (EACH) and 
now also the Bury Society, amongst 
others. Outside of work Jess is a keen 

actor and singer.
Sam Saloway-Cooke was co-opted 
as a Trustee in June. He also grew 
up locally after studying for a BA 
in English and History, and an MA 
in Medieval History at the Univer-
sity of Sheffield. He has a passion 
for the town, its history and its 
culture, as well as the local natural 
environment.  
Sam is the digital marketing man-
ager for the academic division at 
Cambridge University Press and 
will be using these skills to help 
the Society attract new members.  
He is also a writer and blogger on 
topics including local history, con-
servation, foraging and food.

Two join the Board of Trustees



West Suffolk College takes part in 
community litter picking initiative
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Students from West Suffolk College 
joined forces with Melanie Lesser, 
the chair of Bury St Edmunds and 
Beyond, and Martyn Taylor, chair 
of the Bury Society, to clear litter in 
Bury St Edmunds. 
A total of 50 young people from the 
college in Out Risbygate took part 
in the initiative on Wednesday, April 
27.
They worked with local com-
munity members as part of the Festi-
val of Suffolk “Clean for the Queen” 
initiative – encouraging people to 
clear their local areas to coincide 
with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
year. 
Colin Shaw, principal of Sixth Form 
Provision at West Suffolk College, 
said: “We want to be good neigh-
bours and a positive force for good 
in our community. It is never ok 
to drop litter, so the initiative is an 
important reminder to those who 
may thoughtlessly drop litter not to 
do so. Bury St Edmunds is a beau-
tiful town, so it’s also an important 
recognition of our duty to the local 

area and for our students to be good 
role models.” 
Not only was there a prize for the 
student who collected the most; Mar-
tyn Taylor gave a brief talk on the his-
tory of the area, and the college also 
partnered with Uocean for the event 
- a sustainability group that raises 

awareness of the effects of litter in 
our water streams and seas.  
Radio Suffolk’s Luke Deal also 
attended the day and interviewed stu-
dents and lecturers from Leisure and 
Tourism and Animal Studies. 

Melanie Lesser

All the rubbish collected during the 
litter pick.

The students from West Suffolk College who took part in the litter pick along 
with lecturers, Melanie Lesser and Martyn Taylor.

BBC Radio Suffolk’s Luke Deal with some of the students who took part in the 
litter pick.
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The Bury Society has lost two 
prominent members in the past 
few weeks and we pay tribute to 
Roderick Rees and June Shield in 
this edition.

Roderick Ian Rees was born in Horn-
church, Essex, in 1944 and was one 
of four children. He attended Raines 
Foundation Grammar school for boys 
in Stepney Green, East London, and 
travelled to school by steam train.
Maybe because of this he retained 
a liking for trains throughout his 
life and after retirement became an 
active member of the Bury St Ed-
munds Railway Supporters Group.  
At school he enjoyed both science 
subjects and art, so it was no sur-
prise when he decided to train as an 
architect.  
In 1967 he married Janet while he 
was still training and their first home 
was in Seven Kings, East London.  In 
1971, Janet and Rod decided to move 
to Suffolk when Rod joined the West 
Suffolk County Architects depart-
ment in Bury St Edmunds.  
On reorganisation of local govern-
ment, he left to join local architects 
Piper Whalley and became a partner 
in Milburn Rees and Clare.  
In 1989 he set up his own practice, 
Rees Associates, from a converted 
former chapel on Out Westgate.  
Most of the work was located in 
Suffolk and commissioned by word-
of-mouth recommendation.  
Work comprised residential, com-
mercial, and industrial for the public 
and private sectors and included both 
new-build and refurbishment pro-
jects.  
The design approach to housing, 
especially in rural locations, was 
contextual, reflecting local building 
shapes and materials. 
The practice remained intention- 
ally small which meant it was often 
“punching above its weight”, and 
awards for the practice included the 
Royal Surgical Aid Society Archi-
tectural Award for “the design of 
homes for people with dementia”, 
the Almshouses Association award 
for the Seckford Almshouses, at 
Woodbridge, several Craftsmanship 

Planning officer’s work praised  

Awards from the Suffolk Associa-
tion of Architects and the Bury St 
Edmunds Society Design Awards.  
Rod took a strong interest in the 
design of homes for people with 
dementia and special needs, with 
projects ranging from Homes for 
Young Adults with Special Needs, at 
Elseys Yard, to the West Suffolk De-
mentia Resources Centre. Numerous 
housing association projects reflect-
ed Rod’s belief that social housing 
should have the same quality of 
design as private housing.  
Notable examples of Rod’s work in 
Bury St Edmunds include the Great 
Eastern Bar, at the Bury St Ed-
munds Railway Station, the Greene 
King Brewery Museum, the King 
Edward VI’s Arts Wing and the 
headquarters for Jack Sealey Ltd, 
Kempson Way (awarded the SAA  
Craftsmanship Award).   
Rod also designed two of his family 
homes - in Pinford End, Hawstead, 
and Nowton Road, Bury St Ed-
munds.
He was a great admirer of French 
provincial life with two-hour lunch-
times (with wine) and a Gallic shrug 
if things didn’t turn out as planned 
and for a while Rod and Janet 
owned and enjoyed a small cottage 
in a remote part of the Limousin.  
He also kept up a keen interest in 
painting and developed a distinctive 
style using acrylics.  
Rod was fascinated by the design 
of things, whether it was knives and 
forks, door handles, or their red Alfa 
Romeo car.  
On retirement in 2006, Rod retained 
an interest in local buildings by 
joining the committees of the Town 

Trust and Linnet Homes and kept 
his RIBA membership until well 
after his retirement. He was also 
a member of the Bull Investment 
Club. Later, he became the planning 
advisor to the Bury Society and the 
Society’s resident cartoonist, which 
may have been inspired by Rod’s 
life-long subscription to Private 
Eye.
Rod was a man who throughout his 
life had shown professionalism and 
expertise in his chosen vocation 
that of an architect. Therefore it was 
no surprise on his retirement from 
his own business 10 years ago he 
was asked to step up to the plate to 
become the Bury Society’s planning 
officer. 
With his experience and extensive 
knowledge of Bury St Edmunds, he 
took it on. Never one to shy away 
from stating what he thought of  
an inappropriate planning appli-
cation his favourite dislike was 
“Neo-Georgian lookalikes” in a 
modern development. 
His tenure as planning officer lasted 
nearly 10 years and throughout 
that period his wisdom, advice and 
humour was much appreciated by 
the Bury Society. 
His humour came to the fore via 
his cartoons that appeared in The 
Bury Society Review magazine 
where he lampooned some of the 
major developments in the town, in 
particular when he had Santa Claus 
delivering his Christmas parcels 
with the help of the crane on the 
revamp of the Post Office.
So it was with great sadness that a 
lovely man has been taken from us, 
his illness born with great fortitude 
and dignity.
Please look out in the next few 
months for a book of Rod’s car-
toons, which the Bury Society is 
publishing in his memory.
He will be greatly missed by his 
many friends and associates, his 
wife Janet, three children and four 
grandchildren. 
His funeral will be held on Thurs-
day, July 28, at 11am, at the Risby 
Crematorium.

Rebecca Rees

Roderick Rees
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Pioneering, inspirational nurse
Tributes have been paid to a pio-
neering and inspirational nurse who 
helped found St Nicholas Hospice 
Care.
June Shield, who died aged 89 on 
Friday, June 10, played a key role 
in setting up the Bury St Edmunds 
hospice having been one of the first 
prescribing palliative care nurses in 
the area. She campaigned for inpa-
tient hospice beds for patients with 
complex symptoms which led to the 
foundation of the hospice where she 
worked for 12 years.
Her granddaughter Dr Josephine 
Phizacklea, who works in A&E 
in Norwich, said: “She was very 
determined, very loving and had 
difficult times in her life. She cared 
a lot about other people’s pain and 
was very independent. She was a 
single mum with three young kids 
and worked full time. She was very 
strong and quite vulnerable at times.”
Born in County Durham, June trained 

as an orthopaedic nurse in Wakefield 
and moved to Bury St Edmunds for 
her first husband Tony’s work.
After time as a West Suffolk Hospi-
tal staff nurse, she later trained as a 
district nurse, where she “found her 
passion for ensuring good end of life 
care” for patients in their home.
She trained as a specialist Macmil-
lan nurse at the Royal Marsden, in 
London, and worked on the Terrence 
Higgins wards during the early days 
of the AIDS epidemic.
She became St Nicholas Hospice 
Care’s first community nurse sister 
and started on May 1, 1984.  June 
was part of the Territorial Army as a 
nursing officer and obtained the terri-
torial decoration and rank of major.
Linda McEnhill, chief executive of 
St Nicholas Hospice Care, said: “We 
are deeply saddened to hear of the 
passing of June Shield, who was St 
Nicholas Hospice Care’s first nurse.
“June joined St Nic’s in 1984, deliv-

ering care in people’s homes before 
the hospice even had a building. 
“June is an unforgettable part of 
our beginnings, and we continue to 
be inspired by her contribution and 
compassion almost 40 years on.
June, later of Hengrave, was one of 
the first people in the country to be 
awarded the Cancer Relief Macmil-
lan Fund’s Henry Garnett medal for 
long service.
Following her retirement she had 
many happy times with her second 
husband Donald, attended Culford 
Church group and was involved 
with the Bury Society, the English 
Speaking Union and the University 
of the Third Age.
She leaves daughter Jane, son John 
and daughter-in-law Jane. Her other 
son Chris died in 2001.
Her funeral was held on June 20.

Copy courtesy of the 
Bury Free Press

Up until gas lighting and then the 
coming of the electric light, candles 
were the main source of illumination. 
Everyday general purpose candles, 
and those used by the poorer classes 
were manufactured from animal fats. 
However, royalty, the better sort and 
the rich monastic houses burnt bees-
wax candles.  
The melting point of beeswax is 
much higher than animal fats and 
therefore lasts longer, produces fewer 
drips, emits a near natural light, and 
has a more pleasant fragrance.
When the great Benedictine abbey at 
Bury St Edmunds was at the height 
of its power, the demand for these 
beeswax candles was enormous, 
but where to obtain them? Domes-
tic production was limited and the 
abbey (as did other religious houses) 
had to turn to the main producing 
areas in Eastern Europe, basically 
huge forests yet untouched for arable 
agriculture. Russia at that time was 
the largest producer of beeswax and, 
via merchants located in Novgorod, 
the abbey’s supply of these candles 

Beeswax candles in the medieval abbey

came in through the port of King’s 
Lynn, in Norfolk, known before the 
reformation as Bishop’s Lynn. 
Bishop’s Lynn was a major Han-
seatic League port with important 
trading links to Scandinavia, Ger-
many and the Baltic states. 
Bishop’s Lynn was thought to be 
only second to London in the import 
of refined beeswax.
This precious refined material 
travelled from Lynn to Bury via the 
River Ouse and Lark as far as was 
navigable, finishing the long jour-
ney via wheeled carts. 

It is not unreasonable to suppose 
that the Sacrist in the abbey being 
responsible for lighting, among oth-
er duties, would have on occasions 
travelled to Bishop’s Lynn to nego-
tiate price and quantities with the 
merchants at Lynn. It is interesting 
that today much of western Europe 
is worried that the lights will go out 
if Russian gas stops flowing. 
The medieval abbots must have 
been equally concerned that their 
lights would go out if the flow of 
Russian beeswax should cease.

Terry O’Donoghue

Medieval man holding a bee hive.
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This is a special summer for the Bury 
St Edmunds Rickshaw. 
In May our volunteers rode round the 
county on Ricky, our original trishaw, 
carrying “local heroes” for the Festi-
val of Suffolk Torch Relay. 
The 588-mile trip over three weeks 
took in all the towns and many of the 
villages of Suffolk, allowing us to 
meet many inspiring people whilst 
enjoying the lovely scenery and, in 
most places, a fantastic reception of 
cheering schoolchildren and locals.  
It was great fun and we were delight-
ed to be able to make this contribu-
tion to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations.
In June we were given the Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service.  
The “MBE for voluntary services”,  
the QAVS is a huge honour, espe-
cially for an organisation that only 
started in 2018. 
There will be a celebration in the 
New Year when we shall thank 
everyone who has supported BSE 
Rickshaw, including those who 
joined us temporarily during the 
pandemic to help with our efforts in 
delivering food and prescriptions.  
Meanwhile, we continue to offer free 
rickshaw rides to residents who need 
a bit of help to get out and about.  
We now have three passenger rick-
shaws and a wheelchair bike and we 
are currently recruiting volunteers 
including riders, controllers to man 

Special summer for Rickshaw team 

the phone, and “Chatty Chums” to 
sit with lone passengers. Please get 
in touch if you can help.
Review readers will recall our pro-
posal to run a Bicycle Bus scheme 
to get children cycling to school.  
Having trialled a 10-seater cycle 
and found it unsuitable (the electric 
motor being underpowered) the plan 
now is for a Bike Train to com-
mence after the summer holidays 
this year.  
The Bike Train involves children 
riding their own bikes to Guildhall 
Feoffment and St Edmunds schools 
in a group, supported by adult out-
riders.  
Six events will take place in early 
September to fix bicycles, improve 
riding skills and demonstrate the 
planned routes.  
The Bike Train - two trains to start 
with - probably setting out from 
Marham Park to the north of the 

town and the Westley estate to the 
west, will run on Fridays initially to 
a timetable and set route.
The Bike Train project is led by our 
sister organisation EcoCarriers BSE, 
a new not-for-profit community ben-
efit society aimed at tackling climate 
change by promoting and facilitating 
bicycle use, which uses any trading 
surplus from its commercial zero 
emissions delivery service to support 
initiatives like the Bike Train. 
Thanks to Martin Lightfoot’s help 
in finding suitable accommodation, 
both EcoCarriers and Bury Rick-
shaw will be moving soon from our 
cramped quarters in Angel Lane to 
a shared garage in Bridewell Lane.  
We have come a long way since 
2018 - about 100 yards!

Libby Ranzetta 
BSE Rickshaw and 

EcoCarriers BSEThe Bike Train Poster.

Volunteer rider Rachel delivers Gatehouse’s Amanda Bloomfield and torch 
to the Guildhall for a reception of Bury’s local heroes.
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Flower exhibition and beer festival 
attracts visitors to the Cathedral 
Hundreds of visitors have flocked to 
St Edmundsbury Cathedral for two 
separate events.
They visited the town centre land-
mark for a flower exhibition and a 
beer festival.
“Through the Centuries” was held 
towards the end of June and was 
a celebration of 1,000 years of the 
Abbey, told through flowers. 
It showcased 11 displays: one for 
each of the 10 centuries since the 
founding of the Abbey in 1020 as 
well as an additional display celebrat-
ing Suffolk Day which was marked 
during the week of the exhibition. 
The lead designer was florist Vicki 
Hease, from Great Finborough, and 
she was assisted by Sue Cockram, 
head of the Cathedral Flower Team. 
Ten teams of flower arrangers from 
flower clubs across the East of Eng-
land created displays, including: 
• Bury St Edmunds Flower Club;
• City of Ely Flower Club;
• Earls Barton Flower Club;
• Framlingham Flower Club;
• Harleston Flower Club;
• Mildenhall & District Flower Club;
• New Creations Flower Club;
• Orwell Flower Club;
• Peterborough Floral Decoration
  Society;
• Saffron Walden Flower Club; and
• Stowmarket & District Flower
  Club.
Entry was free but donations were 

for the youth work of the Cathedral 
and Kagera, the diocese in Tanzania 
which has been linked with the St 
Edmundsbury and Ipswich Diocese 
since 1994.
The same month the East Anglian 
Beer and Cider Festival was held 
and it was the 30th anniversary 
of the event. It was fitting for the 
Cathedral to be the host venue, 
especially during the millennium 
celebrations for the Abbey. 
The monks that were sent by King 
Cnut in 1020 to found the Abbey 
were probably ale brewers and at the 

heart of the Rule of St Benedict is 
hospitality. All pilgrims and visi-
tors were offered a warm welcome, 
whether they were rich or poor, from 
near or far. 
The monks at St Edmundsbury 
Abbey would have brewed their own 
ale. Visitors would have been offered 
food and drink and a “small beer” 
would have been a healthier option 
to offer guests than water in the 
Middle Ages.
The festival ran over six days and 
featured 250 real ales, 40 ciders, 
food stalls and a sound stage with a 
full entertainment programme. The 
weather remained beautiful, with the 
Friday offering the hottest day of the 
year at that time.
Since its inception, the festival has 
raised more than £150,000 to help 
the local community.

Catherine Rayson

Copy deadline for next 
edition of the Review
The deadline for the next edition 
of the Bury Society Review is 
Monday, November 21. 
You can email copy to the editor at 
russell.cook461@btinternet.com

The East Anglian Beer and Cider Festival at St Edmundsbury Cathedral.

A display at the ‘Through the Centuries’ flower festival held at St 
Edmundsbury Cathedral.
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The Great Churchyard closed in 1855 
following an act of Parliament, its 
jargon: “The Burial Act of 1853 ban-
ning burials in urban areas whereby 
any such Order in Council as afore-
said it is ordered that no new Burial 
Ground shall be opened in any City 
or Town, or within any limits there-
in mentioned, without the previous 
approval of one of her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, no new 
Burial Ground or Cemetery (par-
ochial or non-parochial) shall be pro-
vided and used in such City or Town, 
or within such limits, without such 
previous approval,” phew!
So the borough cemetery opened in 
1855, at the end of Field Lane 
(Cemetery Road/Kings Road). 
The Corporation had purchased 11 
acres of land for £2,276 from the 
estate of George Brown, of Tostock 
in 1838. 
Two famous burials are to Francis 
King Eagle, first mayor of Bury St 
Edmunds, and timepiece benefactor 
Frederic Gershom Parkington. 
Since then other areas have been pro-
cured, for example in 1880 with the  
utilisation of former allotments that 
led off Hospital Road.  
The cemetery is divided into com-
partments with each grave given a 
designated number; it is approaching 
full capacity though some family 
burials are still permitted and as of 
July 2020 there were 36,644 burials. 
One particular area along one of the 
boundary walls is very poignant, here 
463 stillborn babies were buried in 
unmarked graves between August 
1867 and March 1887. 
Today access to the cemetery is from 
West Road, Hospital Road and Kings 
Road. 
The caretaker’s lodge is built of 
Kentish ragstone as were two chapels 
within the cemetery, all designed by 
Cooper & Peck architects. 
One chapel to non-conformists was 
mysteriously burnt down around 
1968 and demolished several years 
later. 
With the opening of the Risby crem-

Revealing the history of the Great 
Churchyard and borough cemetery

atorium in 1989 there are obviously 
fewer0 burials these days. 
An important integral part of the 
Abbey, the Great Churchyard was 
founded in the abbacy of Anselm 
1120-48 when the Abbey’s precinct 
walls were constructed, serving both 
St James and St Mary’s parishes. 
Work in recent years in the cellar of 
the Norman Tower House (former 
Savings Bank House) uncovered 
occupied medieval graves proving 
that the churchyard extended up to 
the precinct wall.  
With so many of its monuments 
listed it is quite hard to decide which 
are the most interesting: from the 
17 Marian Protestant Martyrs on a 
memorial of 1903 to that of William 
Middleditch soldier of Waterloo and 
those on the Chapel of The Charnel. 
The two oldest graves in the church-
yard are to Edward Bourne, 1637, 
and John Bourne, 1638, both laid to 
rest in box tombs. 
Carved on many of the headstones 
are representations of cherubs, 
angels, skulls and crossbones and 
even bats. 
Over the years many of the head-
stones were removed from the graves 
between the West Front and the 
Norman Tower, they are now 
“parked” over by the east wall near 
the former Shire Hall, the grave’s 
occupants presumably still there. 

This area has acquired in recent years 
the sobriquet St Edmunds Green, 
from the magnificent sculpture of St 
Edmund, by Dame Elizabeth Frink, 
erected in 1976 celebrates, if that is 
the correct terminology, the joining 
of West and East Suffolk to become 
the county of Suffolk two years 
earlier. 
One of two lime tree avenues, now 
regularly pollarded was a backdrop 
to a murderous attempt on the life of 
Edward Crisp by his brother-in-law, 
Arundel Coke, in 1722. 
Barrister Coke had lost a fortune in 
the debacle known to history  as the 
“South Sea Bubble”. 
Crisp was spared but not the unfor-
tunate Coke and his accomplice who 
were both hanged.
Now a haven for wildlife, the Great 
Churchyard itself closed after it was 
decided that burials in urban areas 
could be detrimental and injurious to 
the wellbeing of residents. However, 
relatives of those buried before the 
closure could still join their loved 
ones. 
William Chapman, who died on 
February 11, 1872, was one of the 
last buried here as his infant son 
William Mortlock Chapman, who 
sadly died aged 22 months, on April 
9, 1846, preceded him. 

Martyn Taylor

The borough cemetery.
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Repaired lamppost back in place 
after restoration work completed
One of three lampposts on the 
Cornhill which collapsed on May 11, 
2020, is now back in place.
The beautiful lantern with four sepa-
rate lamps crashed to the ground but 
luckily nobody was injured.
A small fault was found to have 
caused the problem but fortunately 
the two other historic lampposts in 
Buttermarket did not have the same 
fault and passed the safety test.
The Cornhill lamppost was erected in 
1882 and had been made by Glasgow 
based firm Walter Macfarlane and 
Co. 

The company was well known for 
the beauty of their designs and the 
excellence of the workmanship.
Richard Webster and Ady Last, from 
the street lighting department at Suf-
folk County Council, offered funds to 
commission the replacement. 
Richard sourced a company to repair 
and remake the lamppost, but I then 
had to raise the rest of the money.
I was really delighted when further 
funds and grants were provided by 
the Bury Society, OurBuryStEd-
munds, Bury Town Trust and Suffolk 
County Councillors Robert Everitt 
and David Nettleton.
The lamppost will again hold a 
superb display of summer flower bas-
kets and a spotlight which illuminates 
the wonderful Robert Adam designed 
Market Cross and Christmas lights.

The lamppost was repaired by Cast 
Iron Welding Services (CIWS) in 
Coalville, Leicestershire. 
The firm has been run by the Palmer 
family since their foundation in 1948. 
They specialise in historic restoration 
and have worked on many National 
Trust projects as well as repairing 
antique lampposts in Bond Street, 
London.
Peter Palmer from CIWS kindly kept 
me up to date on the restoration and 
provided photographs of work in pro-
gress. The new lantern was installed 
on the repaired old lamppost on April 
8, 2022, and the project is a great 
example of group working in Bury St 
Edmunds. 

Melanie Lesser 
Chairman 

Bury St Edmunds and Beyond

Pictured at the repaired lamppost are, 
left to right, Melanie Lesser, Bury St 
Edmunds and Beyond; Martyn Taylor, 
Bury Society; Ady Last, Suffolk Coun-
ty Council; and Martin Lightfoot. 
Bury Town Trust.

Bury In Bloom’s new Bury In Plume 
project for 2022 is the brainchild of 
our Crafty Foxes and is a commu-
nity-led art installation featuring a 
giant “Peacock in the Park” which is 
on display in the Abbey Gardens.
Historically peacocks were known 
to have roamed freely in the Abbey 
Gardens and visitors would flock to 
see them and so our Bury In Plume 
sculpture will come to life in tribute 
of 1,000 years of the Abbey, forming 
part of the Abbey 1000 celebrations. 

Local community groups including 
pre-schools and playgroups are 
being asked to decorate the 1,000 
feathers needed using recycled 
items such as crisp packets, sweet 
wrappers and milk cartons. 
Crafty Foxes has been busy running 
free workshops and tutorials at local 
schools, community groups, online 
and in the Abbey Gardens during 
half term holidays.

David Irvine

Decorating ‘Peacock in the Park’ 
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Stones in the Abbey in Bury linked 
to Robin Hood and Little John 
What is the connection between 
Robin Hood and Little John and 
Bury St Edmunds? The answer lies 
in the Abbey stones.
Whereas in Suffolk there was a 
ready supply of flint, used for 
example in coursed work such as 
in the Guildhall, there was a lack 

of stone suitable for structural and 
facing work. Therefore a source 
had to be found outside the county, 
that source being Barnack, near 
Stamford. The area was extensively 
quarried and, apart from some pock-
ets, the quarries were worked out 
and abandoned. The land reverted to 

It was with great interest that I read 
Terry O’Donoghue’s article in the 
Spring Review about Basil 
Oliver, as it was Oliver who was 
the architect responsible for re-
storing and renovating our current 
home in Great Whelnetham in 
1933. The fact that it was for Major 
Lake, at the time the managing 
director of Greene King, endorses 
Terry’s statement that Oliver had 
been retained by Greene King to 
work on its pubs. It reminded me 
that I had a couple of books by 
Basil Oliver, “The Cottages of 
England”, published in 1929, and 
“The Renaissance of the English 

Public House”, published in 1947, 
as mentioned also by Terry in his 
article earching more closely for evi-
dence of Oliver’s work for Greene 
King in the local area there appears 
to be none. However, he praises 
fellow architect W H Mitchell for 
his work on the Prior Inn saying: 
“The resultant pleasant low-looking 
building is his reward. This is an 
aim often sought by architects but 
less often achieved.” 
Now demolished, the Priors was not 
often referred to for its architectural 
merits and beauty.

Nicholas Corke

Great Whelnetham home restored 
and renovated by Basil Oliver

Copy of Basil Oliver’s plan for The Old Rectory, in Great Whelnetham, 
dated 1933.

nature in a rolling landscape becoming 
known as the Hills and Hollows.
How was the stone conveyed to Bury? 
Probably by both land and water, 
initially in a south easterly direction to 
a point on the River Nene a few miles 
to the west of Peterborough. In a field 
adjacent to the old line of the A47 
road at this point are two stones, these 
stones according to legend marked the 
line of the toll free route to the river 
for stone being carried to Bury for the 
construction of the Abbey. 

The stones are known as Robin Hood 
and Little John, pictured above.
Most likely the next stage of the jour-
ney for Abbey stone was on the River 
Nene, thence a circuitous route around 
the fens to the River Lark. There could 
have been no certainty about this 
route well before the introduction of 
the elaborate drainage network of the 
Fens, but having reached the River 
Lark the last stage of such a complex 
journey would have been upstream to 
Bury.
As we celebrate Abbey 1000 let us 
reflect upon the fortitude and faith of 
those who brought the stone for the 
construction of our Abbey on what 
must surely have been an arduous 
undertaking.

Peter Plumridge
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Following on from Bury Society 
member Peter Fuller’s open letter 
to the Bury Free Press bemoaning 
the condition of some of the parts 
of the town looking “tatty” several 
people have added their voice to his 
concerns. In particular in those areas 
of the town where judging the Bury 
in Bloom initiative takes place, it 
appears tidying up occurs just before 
the actuarl judging. 
This, according to Peter, gives  a 
“totally false and misleading im-
pression about the appearance of the 
town.” 
He also says: “What about the rest 
of the town and the rest of the year?”  
Whilst Peter’s erudite letter culmi-
nates with “Bury St Edmunds 
deserves better than it is being 
treated at the moment” this is indeed 
a message that not only needed con-
veying to the Society but to those in 
looking after the infrastructure of the 
town, roads, footpaths etc. 
On contacting both West Suffolk 
Council and Suffolk County Coun-
cil I was told that in these uncer-
tain times with the war in Ukraine, 
Covid, financial slump and lack of 

Tidy up the ‘tatty’ town 

members of staff both councils are 
trying to carry out the varied 
services that they hope to achieve. 
The big question, that I am sure the 
public needs an answer to, is when?
 

Martyn Taylor

A blocked drain in the town (above) 
and weeds growing tall at a road 
junction (below).

The Trustees agreed to appoint a 
planning sub-committee to review 
the “Preferred Options” for the West 
Suffolk Local Plan. It is chaired 
by Tim Page and includes Martyn 
Taylor, Doug Beardon, Terry 
O’Donoghue, Stephen Moody, Jess 
Rose Hughes and Richard Summers.  
Draft comments were approved by 
the Trustees and have now been sub-
mitted online. The Local Plan was 
generally welcomed including the 
two new major development areas at 
Rougham Airfield and at Rougham 
Hill. But the Society raised serious 
concerns about traffic congestion 
and infrastructure delivery. 
The sub-committee also considered 
plans for a new West Suffolk Hos-
pital just to the south of the existing 
hospital. The proposals were sup-
ported including the relocation of the 
“Cullum Gates” to mark the entry 

into the new hospital. But there were 
concerns about the potential for local 
traffic congestion.
The Trustees also considered initial 
proposals for two new developments 
on Tayfen Road. They welcomed re-
vised plans for housing on the former 
gas holder site and plans for a new 
“21st Century” Care Home just to the 
west. They were reassured to find that 
these schemes would help to create a 
well-designed local street scene.      
The sub-committee met the developer 
and architect online to consider revised 
plans for Cornhill Walk. It thought 
the massing, layout and elevations are 
much better than the scheme that was 
dismissed at appeal.  It suggested a 
review of the glazed stairwell at the 
centre of the front elevation and awaits 
further proposals.

Richard Summers

Local Plan comments approved



Bury Water Meadows Group’s first 
ever BioBlitz - a stocktake of living 
species - took place on Friday and 
Saturday, May 20 and 21, as part 
of this year’s Abbey 1000 celebra-
tions. Three schools took part on the 
Friday: Guildhall Feoffment, Westley 
Middle and Priory, and on Saturday 
we welcomed the general public.  
Specialist conservationists and keen 
amateurs surveyed the abbey pre-
cinct: the Abbey Gardens, the Great 
Churchyard, the Crankles and No 
Man’s Meadow, finding and record-
ing as many species of plant, animal 
and fungus as possible.  
At our “BioBlitz Hubzone” by the 
play area in the Abbey Gardens the 
specialists helped participants with 
identification and there were stalls 
hosting activities for children and 
further information.  
A programme of guided walks on 
Saturday, starting with an early morn-
ing bird walk, proved very popular.  
Well over 500 records were collected, 
and with some still to be verified, 
these represent about 336 species, 
including 18 species of spider, 36 of 
birds and 23 of butterflies and moths.  
It’s a fantastic start to our biological 
recording of the wildlife of Bury St 
Edmunds. Highlights included an 
alder leaf beetle (Agelastica alni) 
which was once classed as “extinct” 
in the UK but is now considered 
“insufficiently known”, basically 
an indication of how little is known 
about some species groups, even in 
the UK which is among the most 
thoroughly studied parts of the world. 
And we found the rather handsome 
wasp beetle (Clytus arietus) which 
mimics wasps to avoid being eaten. 
Bird highlights included a linnet, dur-
ing the bird walk through No Man’s 
Meadow alongside the River Linnet, 
and a reed bunting - a bird species 
not previously noted by the regular 
BWMG surveyors.  
Notable plants were wild clary (Sal-
via verbenaca) which is found in the 
Abbey gardens, and black spleenwort 
(Asplenium adiantum-nigrum), a 
kind of fern, growing on the Abbey 
ruins. The context for our biodiver-
sity surveying and BioBlitz is that 
today, the Earth is losing biodiversity 

BioBlitz helps record living species

  Don’t miss the opportunity to add your weight to the Bury Society
  team. Apply for membership now.
  Either use the website: theburysociety.org.uk to download a 
  membership form from the Home Page by clicking the “Join Us” panel
  or telephone the membership secretary Sue Savage on 01284 719243.

  Contributions to the Review are welcomed and used accordingly but
  they do not necessarily reflect that of the Bury Society.

at rates not seen in the modern era.  
Human responses to stop the decline 
have been woefully inadequate, with 
targets missed at both the internation-
al and national levels.  
Locally, we want to understand better 
what is being lost so we can act to 
prevent it. The BioBlitz was a major 
event for BWMG, which took a lot 
of planning and volunteer-hours, 
and thanks go to Anna Saltmarsh for 
masterminding it all. 

A town council grant means we can 
run a BioBlitz in subsequent years, 
and we plan to do so. This will boost 
our biodiversity monitoring work, 
and just as importantly will be a great 
way of engaging with schools and the 
public on the beauty and infinite vari-
ety of Bury’s natural environment.

Libby Ranzetta and 
Jillian Macready 

Bury Water Meadows Group

Some of the people taking part in the Bury Water Meadows Group’s BioBlitz.


