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The Bury St. Bdmunds Soclety
Founded 1st October 131; .

HEWS LETTER: 6 JANIARY 1975

Chairmen: Mrl' 0L Bird Joint Hén, Bees.  Mr. & Mrs. Mann
30 Crdwn Streed 27 Weatgate Street
Buzy St. - Edmmnds, pury St. Edmunds

CHATHMAN'S_LETTSR

Hé”havedhad tio gingle issue as hig as Moreton Hallﬂtu deal with, . )
tut the Committes has continued ta ”'I.feﬁ'l:.l“-"-;é large number of pla.rming -E'I_:’P:i.lsar
tiene, Mrs, Backhouse sifts these fimat; and brings before the Committee
211 .applicatione of particular impoptahce. ; We are continuing o press the
District Council to follow Babergh and Mid-Suffolk in advertising all -~
applications. They argue that the cost of so doing would be un;_luﬂ‘hi__f_lﬂﬂ
and eo far we have becn unable to Persuade thewm. ' '

Hugh Thomae has felt compelled to resign am Jice-Chairman; ' he feels
he must devoie more time to his profepeion. The Society im very grateful
to him for all he has doné, and I want to add my personal thanks for his
gupport and tielp since I took officel: . A Chairman often needs support of
an informal kind, and Hugh hag been & great help. Richard Stewart has also
resigned, and we thank him too for his help, Their resignations should
remind us all that many of the Committee are men with full-time and demanding
jobs, which, in the present difficult days, must claim priority over part-—’
time activities. ' Ye'muet beware not to &llow too much to be attempted by
tog few, and’ W meet always aim to gpread the losd of the Society's work
ag widely ae we sengibly can. . .
The Comniftiee has appointed Mr, Nick Reeve to aot.as Vice-Chairman
until the A.G.M. in May 1975, R -
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SOCTAT, EVERTS

Following the oversubmcripiion of members for the visiit to Hengrave
which took place in the spring af_19?h,-anc§her vigit wag made during the
automn. A further 36 people were able to see this lovely building. ..

In November we held 2 social evening at the Guildhall, a buffet aupper
and dancing to the misic of The Chancery Jazz Band,  About 100 membera and
their friends were there and'voted it a great success. Warm thanke have
been conveyed to the organisers, 16 new nmembers were recruited, and a
profit of €40 was made,! | P

MEMBERSHIP =~ | gy ST
‘This seems the right'mﬁment fﬁrréport that we now have 240 paid-up
members. More are always moet welcome, the greater our numbers the greater

will be our influsnce.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1971

This took place at Hverard's Hotel on 23rd May,
has already been circulated with the anmual programme.
being as followa:-

The liet of Officers
The Committes elected

Mra. W, Hickhouse Mra. Bridges Mr, D. Chrispin
HEB,‘--P' H&:nf,:Jo‘k '-:-.-.-I'.[r' .. Lighi.i'rppt Mr. H. Hecve
Mr, R. Stewart Mr. 1. Whitehead,

Mr. J, Dalton:
Misa M. Place

We welcome the new members, and thank those who retirved for the work
that they did during thelr pericd in office.
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AENTGOVEL STREET

St ' i - Ltd., met
Mr, Derek Lintott, the deve lopment surveyor to Rank City Wall 0

the Committee by his request, and ghowed the plans .fcrrlthebchu:e_x;r e s
redevelopment. A long discussion took place. The vmg ‘T:]E e i
that there should be oome residential content, that the Servi . rti-::m oo
be soreened from the housen in Well Street, pomelbly by the raTzn e
houses already in Rank's ownership on the edge of the pite. . ltgtrafi‘ic
importance of MeClaren's shop wae emphasised. 1t was also : e
problems caused by unloading would be conalderabla, At a later e S ivant
meeting réservations were expreeped as to the closure of Bmmtgﬁ s ¥
and Rank City Wall were urged to retain the entrance arch &nd y 2]

White Lion.

TCWN_CENTRE DEVELOPMENT

The Committee continues to support all efforts to build houses in or
near the centre of the town, eepecially where they would be for sale at a
price within the reach of young couples, Applications for Building
Permission for small houses or flats have been supported in prineiple in
Canmion Street, Southgate Street and near Southgate Roundabout.

The Committee also supports any refusal by the Planning Committee for
change of user in the centre of the town whereby private residences would
be changed to offices. They are also againet proposals to build large
Hyper-Markets -on the outekirts of the town, as they feel that these will
only remove custom from the shops in the town centre., If the town is
not to change beyond recognition, the centre must be a viable community,
and not merely a conglomeration of coffices.. :

BLUE PRINT FOR BURY

Following Mr, Bird's suggestion at the Annual General Meeting that
the Boclety should produce its own Blue Print a small sub-committee hae
been formed to conmsider the problems faeing the towm.  The members are
Mre, Hancock, Mr. Whitehead, Mr. Reeve, Mr, Bird and Mr. Chriapin, They
hope to have a worthwhile report to show in due course, and will be - -
etudying the County Council's forthooming consultative document.

MORETON EALL

.. ‘There has been a meeting 2%t Mr. Cogson's office, which was attended
by Mr, Bird, and Mre. Backhouse, DMr. Casson and Mr, Albon, when the
Diptrict Council'e landecape expert produced a plan for the landscaping
of the site. : ' e

The Suffolk Preservation Society have decided to meek the views of
Misg Colvin and Mr. Muggeridge. The plans were later shown to your
Committee. The Chairman has written to Mr. Casson repeating the Swociety'e
objection to development on the disputed 9 acres on the forward slope, He
has also pointed out that the question of accepe to the estate needs .
careful planning NOW, and that the grouping of trees might well be altered,
both to improve screening, and to avoid undue rigidity in their planting.

MR, CASSON'S CAUSERIE Bl 1 e

Theré wae & very interested audience-at Tverard's Hotel on 10th December
for & question and anewer session. Some 21 questions from various members
were anewered by Mr. Caeson, who told us that he was glad to have the
opportunity of hearing our views, as evinced by supplementary gqueations
and subsequent discuesion. i -

THE CHURCHYAHD

The Society wae formally represented at the enquiry into 'I'.hn future of
the Churchyard. The Committee being unable to agree in toto with the
recomnendations which had been put forward,
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VICTORIAN SURVEY

Following a discussion oh Vietorisn architecture at n recent qumittﬂﬁ
meeting, it was decided to msk the St. Mdmundsbury Borough Council for a
list of prowcted buildings of that period within the old Borough boundaries.
Mr, Albon (the Borough Plamming Officer) in hie his roply stated that, to
date, no such list existed and "owing lo atalf shortages 1t is unlikely that
we can carry out a survey of Victorian buildings worthy of ligting for soma
pemths, 1 feel that such a list would be a useful moset and T am writing
to suggest that perhapa your Society would carry out a survey of Vietorian
buildings that they would lilke coneidered for lipting, This would be & :
contribution towards saving gome of the less appreciated parts of our town'e
heritage."

After consideration by the Committee, it wes decided to aceept Mr. Albon's
suggestion and a small sub-Committee was set up to deal with the project.
The terms of reference were to 'undertake a survey within the confines of
the former Borough of 5t. Edmunds........and to suggeet 4o the Loca% Flanning
Authority those tuildings which are, in the opinion of the Bury Socisty
worthy of listing, Fuildings to be included ghould basically date within
the period 1840-1900 and it may be opportune to include certain buildings
within the Fdwsrdian overlap up fo 19710°.

For the purpose of the Survey, the Borough was divided into five areas,
and one sub=Committes memver agreed to be repponsible for each area, finding
guch help as was neccesary. The deadline for handing over the finished
survey is 318t Jamuary snd it is hoped that this date can be kept) &t the
time of writing (mid-January) the various threads are being gathered together
tut with Tive groups working gquite independently, there will be a lot to do,
po-ordinating the separate reporte into one conprehensive survey.

Thic has been & fascinating and worthwhile project and one from which
a great deal has been learmt. What had seemed at first a rather dull
gtreet of emell terraces, turne out to bhe a treasure house of informaticn,
with nemes and dates which link one with the Vietorian smd Edwardian eras!

It ig in towne like Bury, with 2 long mediaeval tradition, that later
development tends to be discounted, but it is a form of snobbery to assume
that anything beyond the Georgian is of no account. That which comes later
ig no lesa interenting than what has gone before and these 19th Century
houses are solidly if unpretentiously tuilt and perfectly capable of
modernisation.

The Victorian gualities of Bury are mach underated. They energe
gtrongly from the Survey,

{It ig hoped to report on the result of this Survey in our next
neveletter. )

COMING EVENTS

A viai? to Norwich hae been arranged with the Worwich Soclety on
Sunday, April 27th, and the Armual General Meeting has been fixed for
Thuraday, 22nd May at Bverard's Hotel, Tetails will be circulated later.



