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The Bury St Edmunds Society has grave concerns 
about how planning control decisions are being 
made and the long-term implications for our town.

Bury is a special place to live, work and to visit.  Historically, 
the planning policy and development control teams at St 
Edmundsbury Borough Council played an important role in 
ensuring this. Whatever grumbles we may have had about 
individual planning decisions, one only had to visit other 
towns to see how much worse it could be.

Before they merged functions with Forest Heath into 
West Suffolk, the Borough Council planning team were 
considered to be a shining light not just in Suffolk, but 
nationwide.

The Society fears that this is no longer the case.  
Professionals working with West Suffolk development control 
report that repeated reorganisations 
have seen an exodus of  experienced 
staff  and a worrying lack of  knowledge 
about the town in those who are left. 

There is evidence of  high staff  
turnover and outsourcing to firms in 
places such as Slough – a location so 
celebrated for its poor town planning 
that John Betjeman wrote the poem 
“Come, friendly bombs, and fall on 
Slough!”

The Society has received reports 
of  phones and emails that routinely 
go unanswered. Instead of  dialogue, 
instant answers are requested on the 
day of  determination. 

It is clear from the requests for 
images of  town centre sites that some 

case officers have never set foot in the 
town.

The lack of  on-the-ground expertise 
means that planning applications are 
being determined “by the book”.  
Fortunately the Borough has the 
Vision 2031 planning framework in 
place, which protects most of  the town 
from the worst abuses of  speculative 
developers. 

However, the lack of  a Town Centre 
Master Plan remains a vital chink in the 
town’s armour. The Society has been 
in touch with West Suffolk to confirm 
we are keen to work with the outside 
consultants they appoint to do this 
work.  

The Society fears that plans for 
Norfolk and Suffolk devolution may 
have delayed the Town Centre Master 
Plan still further and have implications 
for development control. 

If  a merger of  planning functions 
across Norfolk and Suffolk means that 
the good planners lost to Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk councils return to work 
on cases in Bury then it can’t happen 
quickly enough. 

But if  the reality is a wholesale 
outsourcing of  development control to 
teams with no local knowledge then the 
Bury Society would deem this to be a 
long-term disaster for the town.

By Tim Page, Bury Society Chairman

Lack of  planners’
local knowledge
a threat to Bury

Wolf  Trail is a howling success 
See Page 7
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We were delighted that the town overall 
won a Gold award in the Anglia in 
Bloom.

 The Abbey Gardens and Nowton 
Park were both also awarded Gold in 
the Large Parks category.

We had a hat-trick of  awards in 
the special awards: Best Community 
Project for the Certificates of  Merit; 
Best Local Authority Floral Display for 
Abbey Gardens; Best Large Park for 
Nowton Park.

We were so pleased that the awards 
reflected the involvement of  so many 
community groups as well as St 
Edmundsbury staff  and the Bury in 
Bloom committee.

The judges were very impressed 
with the spectacular and insect friendly 
bedding and the ‘Flowerheads’ display 
in the Abbey Gardens.

They also highlighted the colour 
co-ordinated hanging baskets, Young 
Green Fingers and The Crafty Foxes 
flowers made with recycled materials. 

Young Green Fingers
Adam Frost, celebrity gardener and 
RHS ambassador for schools, visited 
in October to promote gardening to 
students.  

He visited St Edmund’s Catholic 
Primary School, which won the overall 
Outstanding Achievement Award, to 
see their garden and meet children 
involved. After visiting the Abbey 
Gardens and Nowton Park with the 
team from St Edmundsbury Adam 
presented the prizes at the Young 
Green Fingers presentation at The 
Apex, pictured above.

Sponsors and planting 
Armstrong’s Funeral Services have 
sponsored Compiegne Way South. It 
has enabled us to give the roundabout a 
make over and a new planting 
scheme designed by Rebecca 
Davis, horticultural officer, 
and planted by Proscape.

The King’s Road 
roundabout is sponsored 
by Carlton Smith Wealth 
Management. Six companies 
enquired about sponsorship 
within two days of  our 
putting ‘To sponsor’ signs on it.

New plans for the B17 Sculpture
A new sculpture, pictured left, for 
the Mount Road roundabout is 
being proposed to commemorate 
the American servicemen based at 
Rougham airfield during World War II. 

These men prepared, maintained 
and flew B17 Flying Fortress Bombers. 
Their tail fin insignia provided 
identification of  the base location of  
each aircraft. The 94th Bomb Group, 
based at Rougham, had the letter ‘A’ in 
the centre of  a square and the design 
represents this insignia comprising a 
double skin of  steel plate with the letter 
‘A’ cut into each skin. 

A top corner of  the square is peeled 
apart revealing the dove of  peace.

Winter/Spring Baskets
We have 40 more winter baskets this year 
giving us 120 around the town. They 
are a mix of  pansies and greenery and 
daffodils will pop up in the spring. They 
are sponsored by Ourburystedmunds 
and the Town Council. 

Community Garden
Nowton Neighbourhood Residents 
Association had the idea for a garden 
between Grange Walk and Home Farm 
Lane and with funding from the locality 
budget of  borough councillors Sarah 
Stamp and Patrick Chung and BinB the 
dream is now a reality, pictured left. 

Phil Ewing, horticultural officer 
for Nowton Park Nurseries provided 
the bulbs and, along with cyclamen 
and buddleia to encourage butterflies, 
snowdrops will be planted in the spring. 
Hardwick Primary School pupils helped 
and chairman Ann Williamson hopes 
to involve them as the garden develops.

30th Anniversary in 2016 logo
BinB will be celebrating our Pearl 
Anniversary next year with a number 
of  events to celebrate this landmark. 
We have a new logo for the year. 
Suggestions for events and projects are 
very welcome.

Bressingham Gardens
Adrian Bloom, celebrity gardener, 
author and designer of  the Tollgate 
River of  Flowers, invited the BinB 
committee and St Edmundsbury 
gardening staff  to Bressingham gardens 
for a tour in which we picked up ideas 
for other projects.

Rangers Hut
BinB has commissioned a photographic 
covering for the metal door of  the 
Rangers Hut in the Abbey Gardens. It 
has greatly improved the look of  the 
hut and attracted positive comment. 

Planters
BinB is working with town councillors 
Jo Rayner and Andrew Speed to replace 
the planters in Chequer Square with new 
self  watering planters. We have helped 
railway station adopters to improve two 
planters. Proscape donated the plants 
chosen by Margaret Steavenson.

Love where you live 
BinB is exploring getting involved in 
‘Love Where You Live’ a West Suffolk 
local authority-supported community 
initiative to improve local surroundings 
through direct action. This can be 
anything from organising a litter pick 
to supporting people to building a new 
play area.

Blooming good year closes
on a high for floral Bury
Co-ordinator Melanie Lesser brings the Bury in Bloom year to a close 
with her round-up of successes and plans for next year.

Adrian Bloom

Our Autumn coach trip this year was to 
Holkham Hall in north Norfolk with a 
stop off  half  way at Brown’s Kitchen 
and Grill near Mundford. 

Having pre-booked coffee and 
scones we were surprised to find they 
were in the middle of  a power-cut. 
The enterprising proprietor welcomed 
us warmly and directed us towards 
candlelit tables. Within minutes we 
had  hot coffee and delicious BBQ 
warmed scones with jam and cream. 
The coach driver was tickled pink with 
his barbequed bacon sandwich. 

Onward to Holkham Hall which 
has a grey and rather austere exterior in 
sharp contrast with the interior which 
is beautiful and sumptuously decorated 
with lots of  red and gold. 

Home to the Earl of  Leicester, 
Thomas Coke and his family, the public 
rooms at Holkham are occasionally 
used for formal entertaining and the 
bedrooms as guest accommodation.

Thomas Coke, the first Earl of  
Leicester and an eminent lawyer of  his 
day, built the hall but died before it was 
completed in 1765. It has 300 acres of  
deer park in which concerts are given 
and shooting and fishing parties held. 
Motorised buggies transport visitors 
from the house to the walled gardens, 
which are quite a distance away. 

After a good look around and the 
inevitable visit to the tearooms we set 
off  for a relaxed journey back to Bury 
and the end of  an enjoyable day out.

Sue Savage

Annual day trip to Holkham Hall

Bury Society day trippers Vivien Gainsborough Foot and Margaret Guy at Holkham Hall 
and, right, the splendid dining room.

The Bury Society now has a Facebook 
page and a Twitter page to enhance its 
voice in the community. 

Whilst only a few members are 

Marian Shaw has taken on the role of  
Secretary to the Society. Locally born, 
she has always regarded Bury as her 
home town and, in visiting her family, 
she frequently has returned to the area 
throughout her life while she pursued a 
career in education.

Marian has lived in the town centre 
for the last 11 years when she joined the 
Society.  She is involved at the Cathedral 
as a Deputy Warden, a Tour Guide and 
a shop volunteer. She works with the 
Suffolk Historic Churches Trust as a 
Local and Thingoe Area Organiser.  

Marian is Society’s
new Secretary

Engage with BS via Facebook and Twitter
involved in social media like this, it 
would help if  those that are would visit 
the Bury Society pages and either like 
or follow as required. 

The main reason for getting 
involved with social media and having 
the website at www.burysociety.com is 
that we involve a much larger group of  
people with our work.  

We can tell people locally and 
further afield what we are doing and 
at the same time they can let us know 
their views. 

Raising awareness is part of  what 
we do and the website, Facebook and 
Twitter all help with that. All this will 
take time to be more effective, but 
149 people have already followed our 
Twitter page.

For more information please 
contact Alan Baxter: 
alantbaxter@btinternet.com 

http://burysociety.com/
mailto:alantbaxter@btinternet.com
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Extensive new plans for Tayfen Road site
The Society wrote in support of  plans 
to redevelop Burlingham Mill on 
Station Hill with 42 apartments/houses. 
The dominant red brick mill building is 
to be converted into 14 flats with the 
remainder provided as new-build. 

The design is a mixture of  
traditional and contemporary materials 
and shapes.

We expressed concern about plans 
to build a replacement Church Hall for 
Garland Street Baptist Church. We 
said the proposals were over ambitious 
for this very modest site. 

The Society said it would support 
an imaginative scheme to upgrade the 
existing hall with the addition of  a new 
extension.

We wrote to query plans for a new 
pub/restaurant adjoining the Westley 
interchange on Newmarket Road – 
but the application was withdrawn. 

We supported the County Council’s 
plans to extend the Guildhall Feoffment 
Primary School on Bridewell Lane. 
The County is proposing to build 
a contemporary two storey, stand-
alone building facing Bridewell Lane 
including four new classrooms. 

A new application has been lodged 
for the change of  Ounce House on 
Northgate Street into a boutique 
hotel/restaurant. 

A similar application was turned 
down last year following neighbours’ 
concern, so the applicants have revised 
their plans for the rear car park. 

An outline application was lodged 
for the redevelopment of  a site on 
Tayfen Road with 215 dwellings plus 
a 60 bed care home. The plans include 
a large area of  open space and water to 
the rear. 

National Grid’s land, which 
currently contains the redundant gas 
holder, is zoned for a retail unit and a 
public house. 

The Society generally supports these 
plans, especially new homes within 
walking distance of  the town centre, 
but queried the affordable housing 
provision and also the impact on local 
roads. 

We were invited by Havebury to 
have a prior viewing of  their plans to 
redevelop the Lucky Break premises 
also on Tayfen Road. Havebury plan 
to build 36 one and two bedroom 
affordable apartments. 

The two tall c19th former seed 

warehouses next to the Ipswich Arms 
will be converted into flats with the 
remaining accommodation being 
new build. Unfortunately the ‘Chick 
King’ premises is not included in the 
redevelopment. 

Meanwhile, the turnover of  shop 
premises in the town continues at a 
pace. So we see plans for change of  
use of  the Canton Chinese restaurant 
at 15 Hatter Street into a wedding 
dress shop, a new shop-front to convert 
Country Casuals at 16 Abbeygate 
Street into Jigsaw and plans to convert 
the Officers’ Club at 28 Cornhill into a 
two storey restaurant. 

The Society wrote in support of  this 
last application because we considered 
the premises had been vacant long 
enough.

Finally, the new Premier Inn is now 
open. Members may recall that there 
was much discussion about the hotel 
chain’s plans for flood lighting the old 
Shire Hall building with uplighters on 
both roadside elevations plus a large 
illuminated sign on the corner.

 The Society’s view is that the finally 
agreed scheme of  just three uplighters 
represents a reasonable compromise. 
Planning is always going to be a case of  
give and take.

Roderick Rees

Planning is always 
going to be a case 
of give and take.

Recording oral history is important 
as when life comes to an end those 
recollections could be lost forever. I 
was very lucky to know quite a lot of  
the people whom I interviewed for this 
book and they in turn said to me “have 
you tried whatshisname, he could tell 
you a few tales?”, and they did! 

At first I was taping the interviewees 
but soon got frustrated having to keep 
re-winding the blessed contraption due 
to the gentle voices. I ended up writing 
verbatim and that is how it is entered 
in the book. Nothing was added but 
some stories were edited otherwise I 
would have run out of  space so my ever 
patient wife, Sandie, would tell me! 

As for the stories, tales or memories, 
the 70 contributors were from all walks 
of  life including three retired Bury 
Society chairmen, Gerry Travers, Peter 
Plumridge and Alan Jary. 

These and others had their 
memories put into six chapters; 
Childhood, School life, Working life, 
Pastimes, Conflicts and Almost a Local 
(for those not born in the town, well I 
couldn’t hold that against them could 

I!). Of  course I had to share a little bit 
of  my early life as when I pushed an 
empty wheelbarrow from Abbot Road 
all the way down to Whitmores Timber 
Yard in Fornham Road (where Tescos 
is now). The return journey with the 
barrow full of  logs was to say the least 
arduous! 

Fred Roberts told me how as a boy 
of  14 in 1945 he had to drive the beer 
delivery lorry home because his uncle 
and mate were sloshed having delivered 
the celebration ales to mark the end of  
the war to the pubs around Sicklesmere 
where he lived.

I heard about thawing milk on 
the school stove, having the palms of  
hands smart after teacher had rapped 
them with a ruler for a misdemeanour. 
People spoke about the austerity of  the 
past especially during the war. Many 
people can remember going to cinemas 
such as The Odeon or Playhouse and 
ex Silver Jubilee music teacher Lawford 
Smith recalls how he put on musicals at 
the Theatre Royal.

Each chapter has sub-headings 
for the individual memory, one 
‘Entertaining the Troops’ concerned a 
lady and child billeted at a house on the 
corner of  Looms Lane, no longer there 
as it was demolished to allow for better 
traffic access. 

The contributor said “one night 
there was a knock at the door which 
mother answered to find an American 
military policeman there. Mother was 
told could she keep her window shut 
as American GIs were seen climbing 
through to be ‘entertained’? Mother 
was most indignant”. 

Without giving too much away, 
Grenville Wilson told me of  his strict 
father Maurice who kept Eastgate 
Street Post Office and how he coped 
with the terrible floods of  1968. 

There was also the poignancy of  
plane crashes above wartime Bury, the 
aftermath of  seeing a parachute in the 
sugar beet factory lagoon. These and 
many more add up to 152 memories of  
those people who have lived in Bury St 
Edmunds. 

Sadly two of  those, Kingsley 
Curtis and Qwen Roberts passed away 
recently; my book is dedicated to them.

Bury St Edmunds memories
Listening to people has given 
Martyn Taylor his new book

The Abbey Gardens Friends (AGF) have enjoyed a busy and fruitful summer with 
the numbers of  members rising, the summer events programme fully booked and 
the gardens looking resplendent, winning the Anglia in Bloom Gold Award for 
the “Parks (Large over 10 acres) Category”, the joint Overall Winner for “The 
Best Local Authority Floral Display Category” and the town winner for “The Best 
Community Project Category - The Certificates of  Merit Scheme”. Our thanks go 
to our Head Gardener and his team, the volunteer gardeners and to all involved.

Our next event is the Abbey Gardens Friends Illustrated Presentation at the 
Athenaeum Club, within the Athenaeum, at 10.30am on Wednesday 18 November. 
A warm welcome is extended to all Members and potential Members; there is no 
need to book, just join us for coffee and the talk.

The AGF Photography Competition closes on 4 December. All ages, from 4 
upwards, are encouraged to participate by emailing their photograph with name 
and age to photocompabbeygardens@gmail.com 

All Members are invited to the Awards Ceremony, following our AGM at 
6.30pm, at the Athenaeum on Monday 22 February. The winning photographs 
will be exhibited and will later be made into greetings cards for sale.   

Work continues on the “Crankles” area on the site of  the former Abbey 
fishponds, to tidy and plant with alder, fruit and some Black Poplar trees. We have 
one rare, aged Black Poplar beside the river within the Gardens. 

Once again we express our thanks to all involved in the tremendous beauty and 
on-going success of  the Abbey Gardens.

Lucy Perkins, Chairman to the Abbey Gardens Friends

Members of  the Early Morning Swimming 
Club.

Stebbings Bakers in Northgate Street.

Eastgate Street coronation pram race with 
Maurice Wilson in the top hat.

Successful year for garden friends
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Since our last update in July staff  at 
Smiths Row have been carrying out 
further consultations and research into 
our proposed move to a much bigger 
and ambitious art gallery and artists’ 
studios, centred at the Station Master’s 
House at Bury St Edmunds railway 
station, writes Alison Plumridge, Director 
of  Smiths Row.  

This was outlined in our exhibition: 
Art in Transition which ran from 
September to November. This was 
sponsored by Pigeon Investments, who 
are developing Burlingham Mill next to 
the station, and items were kindly loaned 
by Derek Manning, who developed the 
Great Eastern in the 1990s and Geoff  
Reeve a railway collector.  

We collected some great feedback, 
donations and memories  as a result of  
the show such as: “I met my girlfriend at 
the station for our first date. She’s now my wife 
of  34 years”.

We have also been researching the 
fascinating history of  the rail line and 
in particular the station at Bury for 
a new leaflet, tour and poster at the 
station. This has concentrated on the 

social history of  the site which is often 
overlooked in railway histories.  

As you may be aware the project 
is linked to the East Anglia Rail 
Franchise and as such is a once in 
a decade opportunity to fulfil long-
held ambitions for a larger space for  
artists’ studios, a large community 
meeting room for events and education 
work, dedicated parking and garden in 
addition to a gallery space.    

This work would be carried out in 
partnership with the train company 
that wins the franchise bid. The three 
shortlisted train operators (Abellio/
Stagecoach, National Express and First 
Group) began work in earnest on their 
bids last month ready to submit them 
in mid December. The Department for 
Transport will announce the successful 
bidder by June 2016.     

Until now our small team has 
managed this research, consultation 
and fundraising at the same time as 
organising exhibitions, a public art 
programme and events in and out of  
the Gallery.  With work on the franchise 
bid intensifying, we are entering a more 

critical and labour intensive phase of  
planning and negotiations with the 
rail industry. Sadly, this means it is 
not possible to continue to run the 
Gallery and Shop and so, we closed 
them in November to concentrate on 
developing our partnership with the rail 
industry.  

 We will be running a programme 
of  public events, many of  them free of  
charge, as part of  our proposed move 
to the station to further encourage 
involvement of  local residents and 
community groups in the project.  
These include: 
Community and Supporters Catch-
up, 13 January, 6.00-7.30pm 
 
Pot Luck Dinner and Discussions, 
30 January, 7.30-9.30pm 
 
Community and Supporters Catch-
up, 17 February, 6.00-7.30pm 

Pot Luck Dinner and Discussions, 
19 March, 7.30-9.30pm 
l Please contact the Gallery on 01284 
762081 to book your places.  

Quite a lot has happened since the open event for the Friends 
of  Guildhall was held on 2 July, writes Project Director Mike 
Jackson.

The building is now covered in scaffolding marking 
the start of  work to repair the roof  over the main rooms. 
Thanks to large grants from Historic England, the H B Allen 
Charitable Trust, and the Pilgrim Trust, as well as a number 
of  smaller grants and donations, we have been able to invest 
in this £170,000 ‘mini’ project which will be completed in 
February.

It has top priority in order to weatherproof  that part of  
the building and to protect the extremely rare supporting 
timber structure that has sadly already suffered some water 
damage. While the work is in progress the building will be 
closed except for specially arranged escorted visits for small 
numbers. 

Also, we have now formally completed the Heritage 
Lottery Funded (HLF) development phase of  the project, a 
feasibility study into how our vision might be realised. That 
work has culminated in a series of  inter-connected plans, 
derived from professional analysis and widespread public 
consultation, overseen by our own management. 

The plans have been compiled into a second application 
to the HLF for funds to deliver the project as we envisage it. 
This was submitted in early September and will be considered 
by the HLF Regional Committee in March.

Meanwhile we can’t idly await an answer because we have 
to raise more funds of  our own in order to unlock any grant 
that they might award. We have calculated that the total cash 
cost will be £1.5 million (that is in addition to the front roof  
repair), of  which we may realistically expect the HLF to grant 
£700,000 provided that we find the rest. 

Bury Town Council has pledged a very generous £10,000, 
and the Gershom Parkington Trust £5,000. There have also 
been a number of  other grants and donations. At the time of  
writing I estimate that we could realise £480,000 by March 
2016 which leaves £320,000 to find. 

Sarah Grieveson has submitted a large number of  
applications to trusts and charities and responses are slowly 
coming in. However, we must keep up the pressure, in 
particular locally. Therefore I ask everyone to give some 
thought to likely sources (public, private, commercial) and to 
share your ideas with us by contacting either Sarah by email 
at fundraising1@btinternet.com or me jackson.corsbie@
btinternet.com 

We are of  course thinking of  a ‘Plan B’ if  the hoped-for 
grants don’t materialise. There could still be funds with which 
to conserve and enhance the Guildhall, albeit progressively. 
We would have to prioritise the work; considering 
conservation throughout the site as well as opportunities to 
open and use it sustainably. But right now we are focussed 
on Plan A! 

Work continues to combine Art and rail

Guildhall project gets on with fixing the roof

The wolf  trail has been a resounding success 
with thousands of  visitors and local residents 
enjoying it and being given the chance to see 
areas of  the town they might not usually see.
There have been many articles in local 
magazines and papers featuring the different 
artists and telling the story of  St Edmund 
and his wolf.
The bird box book telling the legend which 
was sponsored by Bury in Bloom and the 
Bury Society has been donated to the town. 
We will need to decide a final position for it 
within the Abbey Gardens,
The wolves will be auctioned by Lacy Scott 
and Knight’s Auctioneer Ed Crichton; 
fourteen at the St Edmund’s day Dinner 
in the Athenaeum and the rest at the LSK 
Auction on 6 December. All the money 
raised will go to local charities.
There are possible plans for another wolf  
linked event proposed by a group of  local 
artists but they will need Lottery funding if  
the project can go ahead. 

Melanie Lesser

Wolf  Trail
memories

mailto:jackson.corsbie@btinternet.com
mailto:jackson.corsbie@btinternet.com
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The Theatre Royal Bury St 
Edmunds stands alone as the 
country’s sole surviving example 
of  a Regency playhouse, writes 
Nicki Dixon, Press and Communications 
Manager.

A fixture in the street scene of  
Westgate Street for nearly 200 years, 
many plays have been acted out on 
its stage and many hands clapped in 
appreciation. 

There would have also been many 
boos and hisses, many vegetables thrown 
by those not caring for the entertainment 
on the stage, back in Georgian times.

Around 700 or so Georgians would 
have been crammed into the auditorium, 
Georgians with an aversion to bathing.

Their aroma, mixed with the oil in 
the lamps, the food, the drink, the smoke 
would have made many a nostril twitch.

The Theatre Royal is the only theatre 
in the National Trust’s portfolio.

It was built in 1819 by the renowned 
architect, William Wilkins who also built 
the National Gallery in London and 

Downing College in Cambridge and who 
paid £200 for the plot of  land where the 
theatre stands.

Greene King, which even then was 
the local brewery, situated just across 
the road from the theatre, purchased 
the freehold in 1920, which it still owns 
today. 

And it was the 1920s which saw the 
theatre’s doors close as two cinemas 
opened in the town centre.

Footfall at the Theatre Royal 
dwindled as people were engrossed in 
the new era of  movies, turning their 
backs on the live entertainment on their 
doorsteps.

So the curtain came down and 
Greene King was content to use the 
building as a barrel store. 

Walk into the foyer today (look down, 
it’s the same floor as was there when the 
theatre opened) and there’s a huge wall 
mounted photo harking back to the days 

when beer barrels were stacked where 
the pit seating is now. And so it remained 
that way until the 1960s.

In the late 1950s a group of  local 
theatre lovers, led by Air Vice Marshall 
Stanley Vincent, raised more than 
£37,000 (about £500,000 in today’s 
money) to restore and re-open the 
Theatre Royal in 1965. 

This year the Theatre Royal celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of  this reopening by 
commissioning a play telling the story of  
how the doors were re-opened.

Bury-based playwright, Danusia 
Iwaszko wrote ‘A Labour Of  Love’ which 
played to appreciative audiences and 
standing ovations – a lot of  comments 
were made about the magical feeling 
about watching a story about the theatre 
you are sitting in.

A grant from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund also meant the theatre could 
employ a Heritage Officer to oversee 

the anniversary project including the 
creation of  an exhibition detailing 
the story of  how the theatre became 
a playhouse again after being a barrel 
store.

Memories were gathered from those 
who were involved in the re-opening to 
give the anniversary project a real “living 
history” feel and old photos and letters 
were put on display to give a feel of  just 
how ambitious the project actually was.

Today’s Theatre Royal audiences 
enjoy seasons of  mixed and varied 
entertainment including everything from 
comedy to opera, drama to ballet and, of  
course, the annual pantomime.

Last year’s pantomime, Cinderella, 
saw 23,000 people come through the 
doors to cheer and clap for Cinders and 
boo and hiss at her Ugly Sisters.

This year’s show, Jack & The 
Beanstalk, opens on November 27 and 
has already sold over 15,000 tickets.

Rehearsals will be held in an empty 
unit in the Cornhill Walk this year as the 
usual rehearsal space of  The Guildhall is 
closed for renovation.

2015 has been quite a year for the 
Theatre Royal.

Back in the summer, the town’s 
first ever Children’s Arts Festival was 
held, co-ordinated by Theatre Royal 
artistic director, Karen Simpson and, as 
mentioned, it’s the golden anniversary 
of  the building re-opening as a theatre.

And there’s much to look forward to 
as audience numbers grow and visitors 
come and see what a special building it 
is, either through arranged tours or by 
just popping in off  the street.

Visitors this year have included 
Norwegians, Americans, Germans 
and Australians as well as those from 
different parts of  this country, even 
other parts of  Suffolk who have come to 
experience the theatre for the first time.

The Theatre Royal launches two 
seasons a year for Spring and Autumn 
and the programme is varied to suit 
theatregoers of  all ages.

The Theatre’s Young Associates 
programme introduces young people 
with an interest in careers in the arts to 
the workings of  a theatre.

They spend time in the various 
departments getting an overview of  the 
day to day running of  the Theatre.

The Theatre also has close links with 
Conservatoire EAST, the performing 
arts faculty at West Suffolk College and 
for the last two years, new students have 
been spending a week at the theatre with 
staff, again getting a complete overview 
of  the running of  the building and the 
different departments.

For full programme details please 
visit the website at www.theatreroyal.org
Please note: The Theatre Royal loves 
to welcome visitors but do check in 
advance if  it is possible to look around 
as it is a working theatre and sometimes 
access to the auditorium isn’t possible.

Theatre Royal celebates 50 glorious years since restoration
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Few people in Suffolk can be unaware of  
the recent burgeoning popular interest 
in Saint Edmund that has produced, 
amongst other things, a campaign to 
have the martyr king recognised as the 
patron saint of  England. 

However, alongside the popular 
interest, which has perhaps been 
stimulated in part by the completion of  
St Edmundsbury Cathedral, there has 
also been growing historical interest in 
St Edmund and his cult. 

A volume of  essays edited by 
Anthony Bale, St Edmund, King and 
Martyr: Changing Images of  a Medieval 
Saint appeared in 2009, marking the 
first major work on the saint since the 
important studies by Norman Scarfe 
and Antonia Gransden in the 1960s 
and ’70s, which arrived in the wake of  
‘Edmund Year’ (1969–70). However, in 
my view Anthony Bale’s volume made 
a significant omission, as it said little 
about the cult of  St Edmund after the 
Reformation.

In fact, this is natural enough: the 
majority of  the authors who contributed 
to the book were medievalists, and it 
seems to most medievalists (and to most 
well-informed English people) that the 
cult of  the saints must have ended in 
1539 with the dissolution of  the greater 
monasteries, including Bury’s. 

If  I have been able to bring a fresh 
perspective to the cult of  St Edmund – 
which I should like to think I have – it is 
because I trained as a historian of  early 
modern English Catholicism, and I am 
thus interested in post-Reformation 
survivals of  medieval practices. 

My book Where is St Edmund? The 
Search for East Anglia’s Martyr King was 
published in 2014, and in it I was able 
to bring some new discoveries to bear 
on an old problem: what happened 
to the body of  St Edmund after the 
dissolution? 

The question was first seriously 
asked by scholars in the 1890s, and by 

1901 the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of  Westminster, Cardinal Vaughan, 
was so convinced he knew the answer 
that he was preparing to install the 
relics of  St Edmund in the high altar 
of  Westminster Cathedral. These were 
a collection of  bones from the Basilica 
of  St Sernin in Toulouse. The Tolosans 
were convinced that the body of  St 
Edmund had lain in their basilica since 
1217, and Vaughan was convinced 
via the arguments of  an English 
Benedictine monk, Joseph Mackinlay.

Vaughan’s certainty was shaken by a 
series of  letters in The Times questioning 
the authenticity of  the relics from 
Toulouse, the most damning of  
which was written by none other than 
Montague Rhodes James, the foremost 
scholar of  the Abbey whose book On 
the Abbey of  S. Edmund at Bury (1895) 
remains valuable even today. 

However, the controversy was 
revived in the 1960s, in the run-up to 
‘Edmund Year’, by the flamboyant 
Roman Catholic parish priest of  Bury 
St Edmunds, Fr Bryan Houghton. 

Houghton, who was bilingual in 
French, discovered new evidence from 
Toulouse and, on that basis, attempted 
to dismiss James’s arguments in his 
book Saint Edmund, King and Martyr 
(1970). Even though Houghton’s 
arguments were rejected by both Scarfe 
and Gransden, the foremost scholars 
of  the Abbey, believers in the reality 
of  the Toulouse relics (which had been 
languishing at Arundel Castle since 
1901) insisted that they be tested. 

The results were finally published 
in 1998, demonstrating that they 
were actually an assemblage of  bones 
belonging to both men and women, 
some of  which had even been buried in 
the ground (which would suggest they 
were not relics). The explanation for 
this state of  affairs was simple: in 1794, 
French Revolutionaries broke open the 
reliquaries of  St Sernin in order to steal 
the precious metals and it was left to 
the faithful to piece them back together 
as best they could.

What was missing from 20th century 
arguments over the body of  St Edmund 
was any hint of  an alternative story to 
challenge the Toulouse tradition, but in 
fact such a story did exist. I discovered 
it in 2013 while poring over the 
manuscript of  Bene’t Weldon’s Annals 
of  the Priory of  St Edmund in Paris, 
an English Benedictine monastery 
founded in 1615 which claimed to be 
the successor to Bury’s  Abbey. 

The Priory is now an Abbey, known 
as Douai Abbey, and is located at 
Woolhampton near Reading. Weldon, 
writing in 1697, made an intriguing 
reference to a story he had been told 
some years earlier by the then Prior, 
William Hitchcock, who claimed that 
his great-grandfather was involved 
in hiding the body of  St Edmund ‘at 
the fall of  religion in England’ (i.e. the 
dissolution). 

Hitchcock told the story in response 
to Weldon’s mention of  the Toulouse 
tradition, which he called ‘a false story’. 
Instead, the old man said, his great-

grandfather and others hid the body of  
St Edmund in an iron chest and hid it.

There is one further intriguing fact 
that lends some support to Hitchcock’s 
story; when he was ordained he took 
the alias Needham. All English priests 
ordained abroad took aliases so they 
had a better hope of  evading capture in 
England, and they were usually family 
names. 

A Robert Nedham was one of  
the monks pensioned off  in 1539, 
and in 1577 he was a schoolmaster in 
Lavenham. He could have married and 
become Hitchcock’s great-grandfather. 
Of  course, there are many problems 
with Hitchcock’s story, which is an 
undocumented oral tradition told many 
years after the event having passed 
through many hands: but it is still the 
only evidence regarding what happened 
to the body of  St Edmund. 

The Commissioners who dissolved 
the Abbey left none, and there is no 
evidence at all for the arrival of  St 
Edmund’s relics in Toulouse, even if  
the earliest reference to their being in 
Toulouse dates from 1443.

On the basis of  this new evidence, 
I argued in Where is St Edmund? that the 
likelihood is that the monks concealed 
his body somewhere in the monastic 
precincts. Shortly after publication I 
was interviewed on BBC Radio Suffolk, 
and the presenter seemed to believe that 
I knew exactly where St Edmund was – 
or that I might, like Philippa Langley 
in Leicester, pronounce on where I 
thought the king was buried. 

The East Anglian Daily Times likewise 
believed that Bury might have its 
‘Richard III’ moment. However, as I 
insisted to the media, my discovery 
was a historical rather than an 
archaeological one: getting history to 
confirm archaeology, and vice versa, 
is notoriously difficult, although M. R. 
James famously pulled it off  in 1903 
when his discovery of  a manuscript at 
Douai in France led to the excavation 
and identification of  the bodies of  six 
abbots in the Chapter House. 

Whether the body of  St Edmund 
is under the tennis courts in the Abbey 
Gardens is not for me to say.

The controversy over the body of  St 

Edmund is just one aspect of  the saint’s 
post-Reformation history. In July 2015 
my article ‘St Edmund, King and Martyr in 
Popular Memory since the Reformation’ was 
published in Folklore, the journal of  the 
Folklore Society, and shortly afterwards 
I appeared on BBC Radio 4’s ‘Making 
History’, where I was interviewed about 
my research by Tom Holland. 

The purpose of  the article was to 
reveal the ‘popular’ St Edmund, who is 
not the St Edmund of  the antiquaries 
or the hagiographers but the local East 
Anglian hero. Crucial to the argument 
that there is such a thing as a ‘popular’ 
St Edmund is the case of  Hoxne, where 
interest in seems to have increased after 
the Reformation. 

Popular memory of  the ‘Bury Bull’ 
ceremony (the offering of  a white bull 
to St Edmund to ensure fertility) was 
still lingering in Bury in the 1630s, but 
a newly invented story was being told 
in Hoxne in the 1720s, in which he hid 
under a bridge and made it unlucky for 
married couples to pass over it. 

My research explored the evolution 
of  the Hoxne legend, as well as the 
possibility that other popular traditions 
existed elsewhere in East Anglia: it 
seems, for example, that St Edmund’s 
battle with the Danes was widely used 
to explain the presence of  earthworks 
in the landscape (many of  which are 
actually Iron Age in date).

However, modern interest in St 
Edmund can be traced back to 1870, 
the year of  the millennium of  his 
martyrdom. Perhaps surprisingly, I 
have found no evidence that anything 
happened in Bury to mark it, and the 
revival of  the cult of  St Edmund began 
instead in Southwold. 

The vicar asked the distinguished 
historian Agnes Strickland to write a 
short life of  the saint to be sold for 
charity, and the result was The Royal 
Christian Martyr which, amongst other 
things, cemented the Hoxne legend as 
part of  the story of  St Edmund. 

Her work, combined with the 
revival of  antiquarian interest in the 
Abbey in the 1890s, contributed to the 
commemoration of  Edmund in the 
1907 Pageant in the Abbey Gardens, 
which was to be the first of  many.

Historian and author Dr Francis 
Young examines the growing 
popularity of St Edmund 
and delves into the past to 
discover the origins of the cult 
surrounding his legend.

Further reading:
Anthony Bale (ed.), St Edmund, King 
and Martyr: Changing Images of  a Me-
dieval Saint (Woodbridge: Boydell & 
Brewer, 2009)
Rebecca Pinner, The Cult of  St Ed-
mund in Medieval East Anglia (Wood-
bridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2015)
Francis Young, Where is St Edmund? 
The Search for East Anglia’s Martyr King 
(Ely: East Anglian Catholic History 
Centre, 2014)
Francis Young, ‘St Edmund, King 
and Martyr in Popular Memory since 
the Reformation’, Folklore 126 (2015), 
pp. 159–176

Francis Young was born and 
brought up in Bury St Edmunds. 
He studied at Culford School and 
then Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge, eventually obtaining a 
PhD in History. 
He is now a schoolmaster and 
Volumes Editor for the Catholic 
Record Society, as well as a Fellow 
of  the Royal Historical Society. 
He is the author of  Where is St 
Edmund? The Search for East 
Anglia’s Martyr King (2014) and his 
most recent book is The Gages of  
Hengrave and Suffolk Catholicism 
(2015). 

My current research on St Edmund 
is exploring the depiction of  the saint 
in post-Reformation hagiography and 
iconography by English Catholics in 
exile on the Continent, but a more 
important publication this year has 
been Rebecca Pinner’s study of  the 
medieval cult of  St Edmund, The Cult 
of  St Edmund in Medieval East Anglia. 

Perhaps the most important fact to 
understand about St Edmund is that we 
can only ever hope to study his cult; the 
real Edmund is a shadowy figure and 
will forever remain so. 

However, as in the case of  King 
Arthur, reality is incidental to the stories 
that have been told about him. These 
are worthy of  study in their own right, 
and the cult of  St Edmund has much to 
reveal about the formation of  English 
culture, religion and national identity.

Studying St Edmund today reveals much about our national identity
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In France, conditions during the first 
winter of  the war were awful. The 
1st and 2nd battalions of  the Suffolk 
Regiment spent their time in Flanders, 
defending the Ypres salient. Trenches 
were feet deep in water, bombardments 
and attacks were frequent.

The principle of  airship raids was 
approved by the Kaiser on 19 January 
1915. This led on 25 January to the 
“Order as to lights in the County of  
Suffolk”, in which public lighting was to 
be reduced to the minimum consistent 
with safety. There was widespread 
disregard of  the regulations.

On 12 March the 1/4th (Territorial) 
Battalion of  the Suffolk Regiment was 
at the head of  an attack on Bois du 
Biez, in the battle of  Neuve Chapelle. 
Four DCMs were awarded. In April the 
Germans launched their second major 
offensive in Flanders and used gas as 
a weapon against British troops. Allied 
casualties numbered 65,000. 

The Germans were now bringing 
new P-class  Zeppelins  into  service. 
Erich Linnarz  was  Captain in 
command of  the brand new LZ 38 on a 
raid over Eastern England on the night 
of  29/30 April. It  was 536 feet long, 
with a crew of  22, had four engines and 
could carry two tons of  bombs at a top 
speed of  60 mph. That night it bombed 
Great Yarmouth, then moved south to 
Ipswich where two houses were burnt 
out but there were no casualties. It then 
followed the A45 towards Bury.

When the Zeppelin appeared over 
the town, it was a bright moonlit night 
and about 40 incendiary and four high 

explosive bombs were dropped. It first 
swung north to attack Moreton Hall at 
about half  past midnight. Flying over 
the Northgate Station, a bomb blew 
up a tree in Northgate Avenue near 
the East Anglian School. Whitmore’s 
timber yard was hit, as was Aetna Road. 
The Anchor pub opposite Looms Lane 
in Northgate Street received a direct 
hit, causing its demise.

In the town centre, the electric street 
lights were on, despite the Lighting 
Order, and house lights also came on 
as people woke up to see what all the 
noise was. Several incendiaries were 
dropped, one hitting number 8 Angel 
Hill. The worst destruction came in 
the Buttermarket. Day’s boot and shoe 
shop was set ablaze as were the adjacent 
shops, numbers 30 to 33, including 
Johnson’s Dry Cleaners, which survives 
to this day.

The attack moved to St Andrews 
Street, and Kings Road was hit. An 

Auction Room and warehouse, known 
as St Andrews Hall, was badly damaged. 
Next door stables were set on fire. Both 
premises belonged to motor engineer 
and corn merchant James Pettitt A 
commemorative blue plaque was 
affixed to this building (now Denny’s) 
by the Bury Society in May 2015.

One bomb just missed the hospital, 
but more damage was done in St 
Andrews Street. The attack lasted about 
20 minutes, the last bomb falling in 
Westley where  a large crater was left 
in a field. There were no deaths except 
for a dog and some hens. As the raider 
returned to Germany, the parish of  
Woolpit was bombed, leaving a 50 foot 
diameter crater at the Woolpit Warren.

The fledgling Pathe News filmed 
the aftermath of  the bombing at the 
Buttermarket for showing in the new 
Picture Houses. This clip can be viewed 
on the British Pathe website.

Germany now established a 

submarine war zone around the 
British Isles, declaring that they would 
immediately sink all enemy merchant 
ships in the area. These tactics reached a 
climax on 7 May 1915, with the sinking 
of  the Lusitania. Nearly 1,200 people 
were killed, including 128 Americans. It 
strengthened public calls in the USA to 
join the war. At home, public outrage 
led to anti-German riots.

The Bury Free Press ran a series 
of  anti-German articles, with veiled 
references to a supposedly pro-German 
local innkeeper. The landlord of  the 
Griffin on the corner of  Cornhill and 
Brentgovel Street was called Theodore 
Jacobus. It was attacked by Royal 
Engineers on 15 May, following these 
articles. Jacobus even put up a notice 
to say that he was a British citizen, but 
this was ignored. Bricks were thrown 
through all the windows and the mob 
only dispersed after a long struggle. 

West Suffolk County Council 
dismissed its Weights and Measures 
Inspector because his parents were 
German. Brahams scrap merchants 
of  Risbygate Street took out 

advertisements to proclaim they had 
“not the slightest taint of  German 
blood in them”.

 All over the country inns called the 
King of  Prussia changed their names. 
On the corner of  Prussia Lane and 
Southgate Street, the local “King” was 
renamed the Lord Kitchener. 

By 1915, there was a marked shortage 
of  shells and production had to be 
expanded. In May Mr S Allingham of  
the firm of  Robert Boby Ltd, attended 
a meeting in London, along with 18 
other East Anglian manufacturers. 
resulting in the formation of  the 
East Anglian Munitions Committee, 
who would negotiate major new shell 
contracts with the War Office, and 
allocate smaller lots of  production to 
companies able to undertake the work. 

The first local contract was agreed 
in June for 200,000 18-pdr shells, to be 
delivered within six months. A central 
depot was set up at Ransomes and 
Rapier of  Ipswich, to receive products 
for varnishing,  inspection and delivery.

On 26 July Robert Boby wrote 
to the Secretary of  the Women’s 

Social and Political Union asking for 
women suitable for working lathes 
and drills, to be paid at ordinary rates, 
accommodated and supervised by the 
union. The WSPU had been the leading  
organisation campaigning for Women’s 
suffrage but now it maintained a 
register of  those who wanted to work, 
and allocated them to employers.

Almost certainly, some of  the first 
18 pounder shells were made at Boby’s 
factory. This was quickly followed 
by a contract to make 4.5 inch shells. 
Another firm recorded as undertaking 
work for the East Anglia Committee, 
was Thomas H. Nice & Co. of  21 
Abbeygate Street motor engineers and 
cycle makers on the Angel Hill.

Meanwhile the 1st Battalion Suffolk 
Regiment had been virtually wiped out 
at the Second Battle of  Ypres. The 
casualties on 8 May were over 400. 
Only 30 men returned from the battle 
for Frezenberg Ridge. On 30 July the 
1/5th Suffolks sailed from Liverpool 
to Lemnos. On 10 August they were 
ferried to Suvla Bay in Gallipoli to join 
the Anzacs to fight the Turkish Army.

A poster was issued by Arthur 
Wheeler, Bury Town Clerk, on 14 
September to emphasise the importance 
of  reducing light at night.

The Suffolk Yeomanry, a part time 
cavalry with a long local history, were 
sent to fight the Turks. It was designated 
the 1/1st. One Squadron was led by 
Major Frank Goldsmith of  Cavenham 
Hall, the MP for Stowmarket.

The war was going badly in 1915, 
and there was no end in sight.

The airship which 
attacked Bury in 
April, 1915. Its 
home base was in 

Brussels-Evere, where 
it was destroyed in 
June 1915 by an 

allied bombing raid.

Spent Zeppelin 
incendiary bombs 
were collected up by 
the constabulary, and 
some of  the 40 or so 
dropped are illustrated 
in this postcard from 
the time.

The crater in Northgate Avenue caused by 
the first bomb dropped on Bury. This picture 
was reproduced in the Illustrated War News 
of  May 5th, 1915. Until June the press freely 
reported the locations of  such attacks.

The morning after the attack shows firemen still damping down. The Suffolk Hotel, which 
escaped damage, can be seen in the background. Many picture postcards were made and sold by 
local photographers showing variations on this scene.

Another notable casualty near the town centre was St Andrews Hall in St Andrews Street 
South, on the corner of  Kings Road. This building seen here with three storeys, was rebuilt 
without the upper storey and today is the home of  Denny’s Arts and Crafts store. 

1915: A year of  death and destruction both home and abroad
In his second article to mark the Centenary of the First World War 
local historian David Addy reports on how the conflict was making its 
mark on the people of Bury St Edmunds.



14 15

With maintenance of  the Statutory 
Schedule of  listed buildings becoming 
the responsibility of  Historic England 
from 1 April 2015, it is timely to review 
the special controls which exist over 
such properties.

The description “listed building” can 
be applied to an object not normally 
regarded as a building, and includes 
entities such as walls and railings, mile 
stones, war memorials, the mounting 
block outside 9 Crown Street and even 
the two red Gilbert Scott telephone 
kiosks (on Angel Hill and in Westgate 
Street).

Within the Borough of  St. 
Edmundsbury there are 2,569 listed 
buildings and about a third of  these 
reside in the town of  Bury St. Edmunds.   

To be on the list at all these need 
to be of  special architectural or historic 
interest, but not necessarily both.   

Architectural interest includes 
buildings which are important to 
the nation because of  their design, 
decoration and craftsmanship, and this 
may extend to technological innovation.   

Historic interest covers those 
which have been closely concerned 
with important aspects of  the 
nation’s economic, cultural or historic 
background.

The List was prepared by the 
Department of  Culture, Media 
and Sport (as it is now known) in 
consultation with English Heritage and 
includes three categories, called either I, 
II* or II depending on quality.   

Those in Grade I are of  
exceptional interest, sometimes even 
of  international importance. Grade 
II* structures are less exceptional but 
still very important and more than 
of  special interest, whereas Grade II 
(without the asterisk) buildings are 
noteworthy as just of  special interest.   

Within the Borough there are almost 
100 Grade I and about 160 Grade II* 
buildings. Sadly, Cupola House, which 
was Grade I, no longer qualifies for a 
place on the List.

Only selected buildings developed 
after 1914 are listed and any less 
than 30 years old need to be of  really 
outstanding quality. Completed in 1986, 
the Lloyd’s “inside out” building in the 

City of  London was listed Grade I in 
2011.   

At the beginning of  August this 
year the British Library at St. Pancras, 
completed in 1997, was listed Grade I 
as “one of  England’s finest buildings”.   

At the same time the County 
Record Office in Bury was listed Grade 
II.  This was built as a library in 1963-
5 and has been safeguarded alongside 
seven other English properties built as 
libraries after the Second World War.

If  listed, both the interior and 
the exterior are protected, even if  
the interior is not referred to in the 
listing document. There is also the 
concept of  “curtilage listing” which 
gives protection to all buildings within 
the curtilage of  a listed property, 
including boundary walls, but excluding 
developments within the site which 
were constructed on or after 1 July 
1948.

The Statutory List excludes ancient 
monuments and national parks because 
these, historic parks and gardens, 
historic battlefields and designated 
wrecks are scheduled elsewhere.

If  an unlisted building which is 
thought to be of  quality is threatened 
with alteration or demolition, an 
application can be made to have it 
‘spot listed’ and if  the application 
is successful it will be added to the 
Statutory List before any harmful work 
can take place there.

Before any works of  alteration, 
extension or demolition are carried out 
to a protected building, Listed Building 
Consent has to be obtained from the 
local planning authority (the Borough).   
If  approval is given it may be with or 
without conditions.   

It is not possible to apply for 
alteration ‘in outline’ (in principle) to 
a listed building as it is for non-listed 
properties. At the discretion of  the 
planning authority permission may be 
granted for demolition of  the whole or 
part of  the building.   

Alternatively it may be permitted 
to demolish and rebuild a property 
to match that removed because it 
had become structurally unsound, 
or occasionally it may be possible to 
rebuild a structure behind its retained 
façade.

Although alterations to buildings are 
carefully monitored, it is also important 
to preserve them as structures and 
this may involve allowing a change in 
their use, for example so that a disused 
church may be used as a museum or a 
large house can be converted into flats.  
For that reason areas are re-surveyed 
from time to time so that the List may 
be updated following Listed Building 
Consent for the change.

A Conservation Area is a group 
of  properties of  special architectural 
or historic interest which the planning 
authority has chosen to protect because 
its character or setting should be 
preserved or enhanced as a whole. It 
may, or may not, include listed buildings.   
There is no limit to the number of  
conservation areas in any town.

Controls that preserve the exceptional
Reg Sharpe explains the criteria 
and measures in place to protect 
fine and historic buildings.

The annual day trip to London has 
always been very popular with Bury 
Society members and this year was no 
exception.

On arrival in Hampstead morning 
coffee was served at the King William 
IV pub followed by a gentle guided 
walking tour through some of  the 
loveliest streets of  old Hampstead. 

This is one of  the highest points 
in London, and a popular place to live 
because of  the air quality when the city 
was engulfed by smog. Popular with 
artists for its light, greenery and views 
it remains a very select and desirable 
place to live. 

Lunch was served in the pub before 
continuing to Kenwood House via 
the famous (or infamous) Bishops 
Avenue with its huge palatial homes, 
many of  which are unoccupied, having 
been bought as investments. Brewing 
Magnate Edward Cecil Guinness 
bought Kenwood House in 1925 and 
when he died bequeathed it to the 
nation.  

This splendid white mansion, set in 
gardens designed by Humphrey Repton, 
is now predominantly an art gallery, 
housing a collection of  paintings, 
including those by Gainsborough, 
Turner, Vermeer and Rembrandt. 

After the tour there was time to 
have afternoon tea in the gardens 
and to make new friendships before 
returning to the coach for the journey 
back to Bury. 

These trips are an easy and pleasant 
way of  seeing parts of  London 
without the hassle of  trains and the 
underground. Being picked up and 
dropped off  almost on the doorstep 
certainly has its advantages. 

Next year’s trip willl be to Eltham 
Palace in south London followed by a 
Thames river cruise. 

Sue Savage

A gentle stroll through Hampstead

Left: Members 
walking in the 
sunshine to 
Kenwood House 
and, below, Old 
Hampstead.

The magnificent 
frontage of  
Kenwood House.

As economic conditions change and our district and county councils alter the way in which 
they do business it is essential that the Bury Society continues to maintain focus and 
consistency when it comes to ensuring that our precious town does not lose its character.
Our strength, it seems to me, is that the Society has a care and vision for Bury that does not 
simply want to preserve the past. Our members are keen to ensure that what happens builds 
on Bury’s heritage and if  those over-seeing change know less about what makes the town 
what it is, we are the organisation that can, should and do remind them.
As ever, I would like to thank the many contributors to Review who make it such an 
interesting and varied read. Please note that the opinions expressed in Review are not 
necessarily those of  the Bury Society.
The editorial deadline for the Spring 2016 issue is Monday 11 April, 2016. Please send 
your contributions to me at carter-richard@tiscali.co.uk.

Richard Carter, Editor

Society’s important role can only grow



Don’t miss the opportunity 
to add your weight to the Bury Society team.

Apply for membership now.
Either use the website: theburysociety.org.uk to download a 

membership form from the Home Page by clicking the 
“Join us” panel

or
telephone the Membership Secretary, Sue Savage

on 01284 719243

MEMBERS’ PROGRAMME
SATURDAY 23 JANUARY
11.30am
January Lunch at the Southgate 
Community Centre. Starts with a talk 
on: ‘The History of  Spoken English’ 
a hilarious one-man show by the 
legendary Charlie Haylock.  

An informative and highly 
entertaining demonstration of  how 
spoken English changed with each 
invading force and the sounds they 
brought. 

He will demonstrate the various 
facial expressions and mouth 
movements of  the different English 
dialects, and why the Australians speak 
the way they do. (You might have heard 
Charlie on BBC Radio Suffolk).

This will be followed by a 3-course 
served lunch (see booking form for 
menu). 
£22.50 pp for members and friends. 
The booking form is in this issue of  
Society Review.

WEDNESDAY 24 FEBRUARY
3.00pm 
A talk by Ipswich author John Field
‘Giles Cartoons’
Carl Giles died 20 years ago but left 
his legacy - 50 years of  British life in 
a series of  cartoons published in the 
Daily Express. 

His humour was wry and to the 
point, but never nasty and often 
targeted football hooligans, vicars and 
bobbies.
Unitarian Meeting House, 
Churchgate Street.
£5 entrance to non-members

THURSDAY 31 MARCH 
2.30pm
An illustrated talk by Alan Baxter, 
Heritage Consultant, on ‘West Stow – 
The First English Village’

This illustrated presentation will 
explore how much has changed in 
what we think we know about Bury’s 
internationally renowned pagan Anglo-
Saxon site.  
Unitarian Meeting House,
Churchgate Street.
£5 entrance to non-members.

SATURDAY 23 APRIL 
10.30am to 12.15pm
‘Open House’ Coffee Morning
For members to come along and 
enjoy a coffee and cake and meet the 
Committee and suggest what events 
you would like us to arrange in future. 

Please bring a friend who might 
wish to become a new member.
Unitarian Meeting House,
Churchgate Street.

THURSDAY 26 MAY
6.30pm for 7pm start 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Formalities followed by a talk on 
‘Businesses Improving Bury’ by 
Mark Cordell of  Our Bury St Edmunds
‘The Business Improvement District’ 
and what has been done and what it 
is intended to do for the benefit of  
businesses, the town, its residents and 
visitors’.
Unitarian Meeting House, 
Churchgate Street.

THURSDAY 28 JULY   
Day Trip, with blue badge guide
Eltham Palace followed by a 
Thames River Cruise
Eltham Palace is a 1930’s mansion 
built by textile millionaires Stephen & 
Virginia Courtauld.   

This splendid Art Deco masterpiece 
captures the glamour and allure of  this 
period – a world of  tennis, croquet and 
cocktails on the terrace. 

After time for lunch there is a 
Thames cruise from Greenwich to 
Westminster Pier. 
£45 pp for members and friends (lunch 
not included).
Booking form in the Spring Society 
Review.

SATURDAY 10 SEPTEMBER
10.30am 
Heritage Event  Green Badge guide, 
Martyn Taylor gives an illustrated talk 
on ‘An A-Z of  Bury St Edmunds‘. 

What landmarks and details might 
we have missed around Bury?
The Quaker Meeting House, 
St Johns Street
Free to everyone.  
Booking details to follow.

THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER
7.00pm start 
Quiz Evening 
The ‘multiple-choice’ questions will be 
on Bury St Edmunds past and present. 
All welcome but booking is essential. 
Teams of  4 people. 
£10 per head including fish & chip 
supper.
St Edmund’s Catholic Church crypt, 
Westgate Street.
Booking form in the Summer 2016 
Society Review. 

At the end of  September town guide 
Martyn Taylor gave another of  his 
interesting and informative heritage 
talks on how Bury has changed with 
time.  

Using photographs old and 
new Martyn showed how Bury has 
evolved over the decades. Although 
he gives lots of  talks, and has 
written several books about Bury he 
always comes up with entertaining 
new material and revelations.  

The talk was very well attended 
and was held at the Quaker Meeting 
House in St Johns Street.

‘Bury St Edmunds 
Through Time’
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