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The Bury Society joined with the 
Churchgate Area Association, 
the Southgate Area Association 
and the Eastgate Ward Residents 
Association to hold a successful 
brainstorm meeting on 25 October 
in preparation for St Edmundsbury 
Borough Council’s Town Centre 
Master Plan.  

More than 100 local residents met 
at the United Reformed Church Hall to 
discuss their collective response to the 
council’s questionnaire on issues and 
options for the master plan.  

Martyn Taylor, Chairman of  the 
Bury Society, and Vivien Gainsborough 
Foot, Chairman of  the Churchgate Area 
Association, steered the discussion and 
Richard Summers, a retired professional 
planner who lives in the town centre 
coordinated the event.  

Stephen Moody was the honorary 
time-keeper and putter-upper of  flip 
chart sheets.

The discussion was positive, good 
natured and not political although there 
were several leading political figures 
amongst the gathering.  

Everyone acknowledged that they 
are mainly a white, elderly retired group 
who live in the medieval grid of  Bury.  

About 60% thought traffic and 
parking is the main issue for the town 
centre. But there was also a torrent 

of  ideas about the details of  living, 
working, travelling, shopping and 
having fun in the town centre.  

There is a very strong sense of  
community pride amongst town centre 
residents but only 5% were originally 
born in the town.

There were many ideas about 
shopping and leisure, business and 
housing and environment and heritage.  

The shopping centre is thriving but 
the growth in Bury’s population will 
mean that more shops will need to be 
provided. 

Many people visit the town centre 
for leisure activities as well as for 
shopping. There were various ideas 
about improving the public realm and 
providing for more arts and sports 
activities. External funding may be 
needed to help develop new facilities in 
the town centre.

Opinions were balanced between 

thinking that Bury has worse traffic and 
parking problems then other similar 
towns and thinking it’s not that bad.  

Action is needed to improve 
conditions for pedestrians, extend 
“shared space” and invest in a park and 
ride system.

Many people want Angel Hill to 
become a visitor destination piazza to 
boost Bury’s tourism business. 

The town centre should support a 
thriving local economy, a better mix 
of  activities and people, and better 
integration between the town centre 
and the suburbs.

The meeting closed with a plea that 
the planners should understand that the 
town centre is a living and breathing 
community and not just a sterile Central 
Business District.  

Vivien and Martyn thanked 
everyone for attending and for helping 
to make the meeting such a success.

Residents agree response to town 
centre plan
proposal

Bury Society Chairman and Richard Summers ask residents to vote on proposals.

During the production of  Review we learned the sad news of  the deaths of  former 
Bury Society Chairman Sue Tamlyn and distribution coordinator Ted Ashton. Both 
will be sorely missed and we send our condolences to their families.
Articles referring to both Sue and Ted appear in this issue. Full tributes to them 
will be published in the Spring 2017 edition.

LATE NEWS
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Bury in Bloom recently unveiled 
the town’s latest piece of  public art 
on Mount Road/Lady Miriam Way 
roundabout, Moreton Hall,

Royal Air Force, Bury St Edmunds 
– the official Second World War name 
for what we now know as Rougham 
Airfield – was opened in September 
1942 and, initially, was home to US 
Air Force ‘Havoc’ and then ‘Marauder’ 
aircraft. 

In June 1943 the 94th Bombardment 
Group arrived with their Boeing B17 
‘Flying Fortress’ heavy bombers, and 
operated from the airfield for the 
remainder of  the war.

The ‘Flight of  Peace’ sculpture 
is a symbolic remembrance of  the 
gallant American servicemen based at 
Rougham airfield who contributed to 
lasting peace in Europe. 

The tail fin insignia of  a letter 
‘A’ in the centre of  a square uniquely 
identified the Rougham B17 aircraft.

The sculpture, designed by local 
artist Roy Proctor and fabricated by 
Nigel Kaines of  Designs on Metal, 

represents this tail insignia. It comprises 
a double skin of  Corten steel plate with 
the letter ‘A’ cut into each skin. 

One of  the top corners of  the 
square is peeled apart and from this 
aperture emerges a dove of  peace. 

The dove is an open, minimalist 
structure of  stainless steel.

The roundabout landscaping, 
designed by Rebecca Davies of  St 
Edmundsbury Borough Council, 
represents the United States’ five 
pointed white star in a blue circle. The 
star is planted with ‘white’ grasses with 
white flowering plants, surrounded 
with loose ‘blue’ slate.

The project was made possible by 
generous sponsorship from Bury Town 
Council, St Edmundsbury Borough 
Council and Taylor Wimpey. 

The sculpture was officially 
‘unveiled’ on 12 September with a 
ceremony and flypast attended by USAF 
personnel, followed by a reception 
kindly sponsored by the Rougham 
Tower Association and Infusions for 
Chefs.

The Flight of  Peace welcomes people to Bury on the Mount Road roundabout.

Flight of  Peace tribute to 
brave American airmen

American airmen join Mayor of  St Edmundsbury Julia Wakelam and local councillor Pat 
Warby and others at the unveiling.

This year has seen Bury in Bloom 
celebrate its 30th anniversary and it has 
been a hectic year.

Winning the Best Large Town 
award 2016 at Anglia in Bloom 
was a highlight, as was winning the 
High Sheriff ’s Suffolk Community 
Corporate Partnership award and 
gaining a Highly Commended at the 
Greenest Community Project at the 
Suffolk Greenest County awards.

There have been even more hanging 
baskets on display and we have installed 
new planters in Chequer Square and on 
the Guildhall railings. The sponsored 
roundabouts around the town have 
been having makeovers with the 
planting of  more sustainable schemes.

The Lark and Linnet trail has been 
popular with both children and adults, 
who have learnt more about the flora 
and fauna of  the rivers as well as the 
buildings and other features in our 
historic town.

We received more approaches this 
year from local people wanting to ‘grey 
to green’ areas that have been uncared 
for.

Anglia in Bloom results
We were delighted to win the Best 
Large Town Category and a Gold 
Award at the Anglia in Bloom awards 
at Gorleston in September for the first 
time since 2007.

The Abbey Gardens and Nowton 
Park also won Gold Awards.

This was the ‘icing on the cake’ on 
our 30th Anniversary celebrations. 

Thanks must go to all involved in 
Bury in Bloom, St Edmundsbury BC, 
Bury Town Council, our sponsors and 
supporters and the towns people who 
have made such an effort with their 
floral displays around the town.

We have put banners on Angel Hill 
to celebrate our success. 

Busy Green Fingers 
We had a lovely presentation afternoon 
in July at Moreton Hall Community 
Centre when dozens of  pre-school 
children came to celebrate their green-
fingered efforts at a garden party.

Garden vouchers and certificates 
were presented by John Boddington 
and Kudzaishe Taruvinga from our 
sponsors Treatt to the 13 pre-schools 
and nurseries from around the town, 
pictured below right.

The children planted their own 

petunias donated by Woolpit Nurseries 
to take home and nurture.

Pam Fletcher, Busy Green Fingers 
co-ordinator, was delighted with the 
gardens this year and had a display of  
the books and albums created by the 
children on display.

Young Green Fingers
Eight schools received awards at a 
fabulous celebration evening at the 
Athenaeum in October.

The pupils, teachers and parents 
also had a chance to meet Gardeners’ 
World broadcaster Joe Swift, pictured 
below left, who was in Bury to give a talk 
at The Apex. 

Overall winner for outstanding 
achievement went to Guildhall 
Feoffment School while Abbots Green 
Primary won the Crop to Fork award 
for good use of  produce grown in the 
school garden. 

Other gold winners were Hardwick 
Primary, Howard Primary, Priory 
School, Sexton’s Manor, St Edmunds 

Primary while County Upper received 
silver. Jean Hardy, project co-ordinator, 
said: “The response from children, 
teachers and staff  exceeded our 
expectations. It has been a lovely 
celebration of  schools gardening.”

Senior Green Fingers
Now in its second year the Senior 
Green Fingers presentation afternoon 
was held at Cornwallis Court. Our 
judges, Sue Thompson and Chris 
Hodgson, enjoyed visiting the nursing 
and residential homes looking at what 
had been achieved in the gardens as 
well as offering advice for next year. 

The prizes and certificates were 
presented by our sponsor Treatt’s staff  
Barry Kirby and Richard Hope, below.

Winners: Glastonbury Court, 
best sensory planting; Stradbroke 
Court, encouraging the Garden 
Club; North Court, Memory Lane 
tearoom and courtyard garden; St 
Peters, best community involvement; 
Orbit Housing 11 Cullum Road, Most 
improved; Cornwallis Court, Best 
propagator. St Peters won the overall 
Best in Show. 

Gold awards crown BiB’s
busy 30th anniversary year
Bury in Bloom coordinator Melanie Lesser rounds-up the 
successful conclusion of  a year of  hard work and success.

The Bury in Bloom team with their Anglia in Bloom gold awards in Gorleston.

Crafty Cans
BiB and The Crafty Foxes relaunched 
the Crafty Cans packs this year. We 
provided them free of  charge at various 
outlets around the town as part of  the 
30th Anniversary celebrations. 

The Crafty Foxes ran 10 workshops 
in schools and at the Cathedral. The 
children decorated their cans and learnt 
about bee friendly and the importance 
of  insects-pollinating plants 

A competition was held for Creative 
Craftiness, Beauty of  the Bloom and 
Best Overall Can and Bloom and the 
winners were invited to the Young 
Green Fingers presentation in the 
Athenaeum. 
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The Society lodged a strong objection 
to McDonalds’ application for a drive-
through restaurant in the car park of  
the Dragonfly hotel on Symonds Road, 
Moreton Hall. 

We said we were not convinced 
that this is the right location for a 
restaurant catering mainly for passing 
trade on a major regional highway. We 
considered that it will be impossible to 
reconcile the requirements of  roadside 
advertising which includes 5m high 
‘totems’ (especially if  illuminated) with 
the need to protect a mainly green 
approach to our historic town. 

Also, the Society believes that this 
junction will remain one of  the town’s 
main traffic ‘pinch points’ especially 
with the increased traffic generated by 
future housing/business development 
and the new secondary school. 

Already at peak times traffic comes 
to a standstill so we were worried that 
extra traffic will overload this junction 
and simply back up onto the A14.

We also believe Bury is a town with 
a distinctive character in terms of  its 
built form. Any new building in such 
a prominent ‘gateway’ location should 
respect the town it is serving - so we 
called for an imaginative design which 
is site specific rather than a routine 
generic approach. 

The Society submitted a further 
request that the planning committee be 
made aware of  the extremely high level 
of  concern that this application has 
generated amongst our membership 
local to the site. 

Within the town, we noted that plans 
have been lodged to insert three houses 
with parking on a small site alongside 
the access to the bus station to the rear 
of  7 St Andrews Street North and also 
to convert existing solicitors’ offices 
into two homes at 3 Northgate Street.

Plans have been approved to 
demolish an unattractive three storey 
building at Kevor House Out Westgate 
and replace it with five houses and 
parking. 

An application also has been lodged 

to build four flats on the car park at the 
entrance to Abbotsgate Laundry Lane. 
The Society did not submit comment 
on any of  these plans.

Demonstrating the pressure for 
new homes in the town, an unusual 
application has just been lodged to 
convert the vacant office building 
Tartan House on Etna Road into 23 
flats. 

You may recall that many years 
ago this site was occupied by a 
landmark iconic red-brick maltings 
which was demolished to be replaced 
by the current building more closely 
resembling a railway carriage which had 
just been shunted up a siding. 

Finally, members may be interested 
in an application to convert an existing 
industrial unit on Northern Way into a 
church for the West Suffolk Vineyard 
Church group. Apparently they could 
not find large enough premises in the 
town with adequate parking. 

Roderick Rees

New applications 
reveal more about
the changing face
of  Bury St Edmunds

Following up various suggestions by 
members as to what they would like to 
see as part of  the year’s programme, John 
Saunders put together an interesting 
and entertaining quiz on Bury at the 
St Edmunds Roman Catholic Church 
crypt on 29 September. 

Multiple choice questions, fish and 
chips and choc-ices were on the menu! 
It was a great success and John, with Sue 
Savage and all the other participants, 
have to be thanked for making it so. 

Another great success was an idea 
mooted by Society members Judith 
and Gordon Cawthorn; that of  Bury 
Society membership leaflets being put 
through letter boxes in different parts 
of  the town. 

Willing volunteers distributed the 
newly designed leaflets by Alan Baxter 
to areas that may not have been aware 
of  the Society. They are now.

At least 20 or more new members 
were signed up in a short space of  time. 

Now awaiting a final refit for the new 
end user the building that is indelibly 
known by the people of  Bury St 
Edmunds as Cupola House is ready to 
start a new chapter in its history, writes 
Martyn Taylor.

But in years to come will the passer-
by look at it and know about the 
conflagration that wiped out over 300 
years of  legacy of  the building that 
once stood here.

Thomas and Susan Macro 
prominent citizens of  the town put 
their stamp on two buildings already 
on the site by re-modelling and putting 
an iconic cupola on the very top. This 
was in 1693, professed to by having 
a splendid weather vane topping the 
cupola out with that year on. 

Through the centuries the Macro’s 
house has seen many changes in and 
around it including, when it became the 
Victoria public house during the 19th 
century. 

It even acquired a somewhat 
dubious stone plaque in 1907 stating 
that a famous visitor who was none 
other than Daniel Defoe, the author of  
Robinson Crusoe had stayed there. 

This oval plaque was one of  11 put 
up around Bury in that year to re-enforce 
the town’s historical and cultural links 
with the past for the grand pageant 
of  that year. However, the ‘fact’ was 
never properly researched as someone 
with similar initials to Thomas Macro, 
a grocer John Morley, was the intended 
object of  Defoe’s visit. 

Morley, as was Defoe, was a 
dissenter; Macro high church and thus 
they were as different as chalk and 
cheese.

The erroneous Defoe plaque is now 
inside the newly re-built Cupola House. 
Let us hope it is put up on display 
somewhere internally as it is still an 
important integral part of  the building 

Ted Ashton has given up his 
role overseeing the distribution 
to the members of  the Review 
and would like to express his 
grateful thanks to Sue Savage 
for the efficient production of  
the labels, and to our super team 
of  distributors and those on the 
distributor reserve list (you all 
know who you are).  

Members should know that 
every by hand delivery saves the 
Society £1.  

The operation has other 
benefits: that of  providing 
lungfuls of  good Bury air 
(Montpellier of  England) and of  
finding so many interesting and 
previously unknown nooks and 
crannies about the place.

Review distributor 
Ted Ashton retires

To use modern parlance, bring it on I 
say! 

A recent successful BS collaboration 
with the Churchgate Area Association 
saw a Town Centre Masterplan meeting 
at the Untied Reformed Church hall, 
well attended with people from not 
only the Medieval Grid but other areas 
of  the town. 

Richard Summers ably assisted 
by co-host Vivien Gainsborough 
Foot, Stephen Moody and yours truly 
garnered a whole raft of  ideas and 
proposals from the assembled audience. 

When asked of  the 100 or so 
present how many were born in Bury St 
Edmunds, interestingly only five raised 
their hands which goes to show what 
a popular place we are for people to 
come and live. 

Richard, by the way, had done an 

amazing job in collating the questions 
that needed answering for the borough 
council. 

I was sad to hear of  the passing 
of  Bury Society stalwart Sue Tamlyn; 
also a great supporter of  the Suffolk 
Preservation Society.

Her memorial service held in the 
Cathedral was well attended reflecting 
the respect, affection and admiration 
this champion of  the town deserved. 
Our thoughts go out to her family as 
Bob her husband had died only a few 
weeks before.

Another great stalwart of  the town 
and Bury Society, Ted Ashton, is now 
poorly. If  you ever wondered how your 
Review was delivered, well you had to 
look no further than College Lane for 
here was a well-oiled machine with an 
incredibly knowledgeable pilot at its 
helm sorting out the addresses and 
labels. 

We wish Ted a speedy recovery.

whose workmanship has to be admired.
It is also important is that there is no 

pretence to any future visitors, famous 
or otherwise, that what is in front of  
them is not from 1693. 

This is why the Bury Society has 
agreed to pay for a cast aluminium 
Blue Plaque to be put on the exterior. 
It would be an important addition to 
the eight others around the town, seven 
from 2012 and one from 2015. 

The wording would be simple and 
succinct along the lines shown, with 
‘The Bury St Edmunds Society’ around 
the rim.

Will it happen? We can only hope!

Membership inspiration brings results
By Martyn Taylor,
Bury Society Chairman

CUPOLA HOUSE 
from 1693

CONSUMED BY FIRE 
2012

REBUILT 2016

Blue plaque would set the record straight
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What is your idea of  a quiz night and 
why would we want to hold one?  Well, 
you are already on the road to being a 
‘quizzer’ because you have considered a 
couple of  questions!

We are always keen to respond to 
your views and following the recent 
survey some of  you identified that you 
wanted to learn more about Bury.   

A lot of  members enjoy the 
social side of  what we do so here 
was an opportunity for us to impart 
information, have a bit of  fun and 
in the finest of  Bury’s traditions to 
accompany it with something to eat.

We too saw an opportunity to invite 
non-members to let them know a bit 
more about the Society.  

Our target of  19 teams on a first 
come, first served basis was easily 
reached. However, we discovered 
afterwards that some people who had 
wanted to participate had left it too 
late to apply – the lesson here is that 
you need to be quick off  the mark 
and pay your money when an event is 
advertised.

The quiz was held in Bury’s Catholic 
Church Crypt, a delightful historic venue 
which many people had not previously 
seen.  It was hosted by Martyn Taylor 
and John Saunders, ably supported by 
their wives and Sue Savage.  

Having 80 people in the Crypt 
proved a bit noisy at times but the 
essence of  the quiz was that all the 
questions were displayed on screens 
and repeated by the question-masters.  
All that team members had to do was to 
provide the correct answer, a task that 
was made easier for them because the 

majority of  the options were multiple-
choice.  

This meant that the experts in the 
audience could be competitive but 
those whose knowledge was challenged 
could guess and often had a 1 in 3 
chance of  being correct.  

The questions covered local politics, 
buildings, sport and people and the vast 
majority of  teams attained respectable 
scores. When quizzers were given the 
answers it was good to hear people say, 
“Well I never knew that,” or “I’ve lived 
in Bury most of  my life and I’ve never 
noticed that”.

An excellent fish and chip supper 
was served during the interval and we 
appreciated the help given by those 
who handed out the portions and 
tidied up.  The bar was kept busy and a 
choc-ice proved a welcome extra before 
resuming the quiz.

The result went right down to 
the wire and involved a tie between 

‘The Establishment’ and ‘The Happy 
Wanderers’ team who both scored 82 
points from a possible 90. From the 
tie-break question ‘The Establishment’ 
emerged as winners and were presented 
with £80. They generously donated 
half  of  this to the Society. 

To avoid emphasis on competition, 
the names of  the teams were entered in 
a draw for prizes of  £40, £20 and £20. 
Even the lowest scoring team had cause 
to be pleased as they were each given 
a copy of  Martyn’s book of  a History 
Tour of  the town which he kindly 
donated.  

From the comments we have 
received, the evening was regarded as a 
great success.

For those who attended, please pass 
on the message that the Bury Society 
does its best to keep the interests of  the 
town at heart and operates in a spirit of  
friendship and fun. 

For those who were not there, you 
missed a good evening but don’t forget 
to look at the forthcoming events and 
also tell us what you would like.

By Stephen Moody
Programme Secretary

Quiz champions, Team ‘The Establishment,’ from the left: Doug Beardon, Stephen Moody, Colin Taylor and Tim Page.

I often wonder if  some of  our newer 
members amongst the many residents 
who have recently moved into the town 
and its surroundings realise what lay on 
the area we now know as the arc, with 
the Apex and the extensive car parking 
beyond to Chalk Road.

Those of  us who were in Bury prior 
to the development of  these areas 
fondly recall the buzz of  activity in 
the Cattle Market on Wednesdays; the 
sheep, pigs, cattle, the great variety of  
goats, rabbits and poultry. The dead 
stock market with bicycles, bric-a-brac 
and timber: always good for a bargain; 
it was also the best place in Bury for a 
mug of  tea and a bun!

The Society’s Spring 2004 Newsletter 
contained an article I had written about 
the history of  those areas. I do not 
propose to repeat the details, however, 
it might be of  interest to new arrivals to 
give an outline of  some of  the events 
that had taken place on the land.

The Cattle Market had moved from 
the Beast Market on Cornhill to a ¾ 
acre site purchased by the Borough on 
the west side of  St. Andrew’s Street 
South; it opened for business on 16 
April 1828. Further land was acquired 
in 1838 as the market outgrew the 
original site. 

Acquisition continued and in 1843 
some three acres plus were purchased, 
an area known as Pawsey’s Field, 
this was pasture and it was bought 
as expansion space for the market; it 
extended roughly to the town side of  
the now Parkway.

Beyond this area and over to 
Chalk Road there had been an earlier 
development; in 1827 the West Suffolk 
Cricket Ground was established and 

on 27 August the club took on the 
“Mary-le-bonne” Club, winning by two 
wickets. 

The ground later became the then 
home of  the Bury Town Football Club 
and subsequently was sold to the 
Borough.

Back to Pawsey’s Field, in the mid 
19th century. the Water Works and later 
the  Electricity Works were established 
on the southern side of  the land. 
Parts  were let off, fairs and circuses 
were held in the late 1800s.

In the first  part of  the 20th century. 
swimming baths came to the north 
western corner of  the  field which had 
already become known as the Playfield.

All was to change in 1976; a great 
swathe of  land was sliced off  the 
Playfield and the former cricket field by 
the formation of  Parkway. Two pubs, 
the Chequers in Risbygate Street and 
the Cricketers in King’s Road, were lost.

The extensive Cattle Market 
remained; in the early 1990s there was 
a proposal to move it to Rougham 
Hill and to develop the whole area, 
“the Golden Rectangle” as a shopping 
centre with its car parking between 
Parkway and Chalk Road; happily such 
a mammoth scheme did not proceed. 

However, changes to marketing 
patterns generally were taking place 
across the country, many cattle markets 
were closing and it was not long 
before ours was also to go. And so in 
the “noughties” came the arc and the 
associated development

Reflect, then, as you shop in the 
arc and enjoy the entertainment in 
the excellent Apex on the previous 
activities on this part of  our town.

Peter Plumridge

Our 30 Trees project celebrating 30 
years of  Bury In Bloom is progressing 
slowly, writes Colin Taylor.

We have managed to plant a few 
trees, for example, in Windmill Rise, 
planted and cared for by a local resident; 
Cathedral Meadows cared for by the 
local residents association; St Andrews 

Street and Charter Square cared for by 
the local businesses. 

We have allocated a few more and 
have a number in the pipeline. 

The project has been an eye opener 
into the amount of  time and paperwork 
it takes to “plant” a new tree.  

The basis of  the 30 Trees project, 

apart from planting a minimum of  30 
trees around greater Bury St Edmunds, 
is that the tree must be accessible to the 
general public. 

We must have permission to plant 
the tree from the land owner and the 
local community needs to buy into their 
care and upkeep.

These may sound straight forward 
and simple requests, however it seems 
that far too many of  our identified sites 
are either on the highway’s edge, be it 
replacing a tree long since departed or 
on an existing grass verge, green area, 
on a new lay-by, or a school walk route, 
or a spare piece of  land. These often 
belong to Suffolk County Council.

We have tried to select trees, with 
the help of  St Edmundsbury Borough 
Council parks team, that do not cause 
problems, but complement the area and 
soften the aspect, don’t have large root 
balls and will benefit the community in 
the way the tree on Pea Porridge Green 
does today.  

On many occasions we have not 
been able to proceed with a project 
on SCC land for a number of  reasons 
including the cost of  doing the work, 
maintenance and the risk of  disturbing 
utilities. 

Thank goodness our contacts at St 
Edmundsbury and the Town Council 
are more understanding and proactive. 
We are now focusing on plots away 
from utilities on social housing, St 
Edmundsbury land operated by the 
Parks Dept, school and churches, and 
private land that has public access. 

Longer term we may consider 
planting smaller trees within free 
standing boxes, which cost about 
£1,000, for some of  the less contentious 
places. The quest is on-going.

Of  the projects in the pipeline we 
have two oak trees reserved for the 
Sybil Andrews School and once the 
work has been completed will be cared 
for by the school. A Prunus serrula var. 
tibetica, is scheduled for Hospital Road 
on land between St Peter’s Church and 
the Hyman Centre cared for by the 
community at St Peters Church. 

A project in High Baxter Street 
is cared for by the local residents and 
shop owners. 

Challenge to find locations for new trees

A rich and varied history behind 
Bury’s modern shopping centre

The first Bury Society Quiz winners
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By the start of  1916 the country was 
clearly in trouble and things were to get 
even worse.  

At home there were manpower 
shortages as many men had joined up. 
At the start of  the war, agricultural 
labourers had been encouraged to sign 
up for the army by the rural elite.

Landowners and parish priests, 
whose sons became the officers in many 
regiments, actively recruited those who 
worked the land or in the great gardens 
and houses of  Britain. This produced 
a rural labour shortage and attempts to 
encourage women to fill the gaps were 
less successful than in urban areas.

On the Front Lines  the losses in the 
armed forces were so high that it was 
clear that reliance solely upon volunteers 
was no longer enough.  

In January the Military Service Act 

was sent to Parliament, coming into 
force on 2 March. It meant that single 
men, without dependents, aged 18 to 41 
were liable to be called up. There were a 
number of  exemptions available, which 

led to local tribunals being set up to 
assess the claimants. 

Until 1916 food production had 
essentially remained in its pre-war 
form - unregulated and uncontrolled. 
Germany’s submarine warfare resulted 
in massive losses of  food imports to 
Britain. Combined with international 
factors, this meant food shortages had 
become commonplace in from 1915.

In 1916, Women’s War Agricultural 
Committees were set up as a form of  
labour exchange, matching women 
wishing to work in rural areas with 
farmers who had labour shortages. The 
Women’s National Land Services Corps 
- later developed into the Women’s Land 
Army - was created in order to bring 
urban women, usually educated and 
middle class, into the countryside in the 
‘lighter’ rural roles.

Many peacetime businesses, both 
large and small, were turned over to war 
production during the Great War. The 
staff  of  Thomas H. 
Nice & Co. had premises 
at 21 Abbeygate Street 
as motor engineers and 
as cycle makers on the 
Angel Hill where the 
staff  are pictured right. 

The East Anglian 
Munitions Committee 
took out large contracts 
for shell manufacture 
with the Government, 

and were then able to act as a broker, 
handing out smaller contracts of  
whatever size suited the business. In 
this way a small and untried firm could 
become involved in war production. 
With men away at war, the Women’s 
Social and Political Union could supply 
suitable women eager to take up 
employment in war work.

Throughout 1916, the 1/5th Suffolks, 
who were a Territorial Force, were 
stationed in Egypt, defending various 
posts such as the Sphinx and Suez Canal 
from possible Turkish attack. They were 
joined by the 1/1st Suffolk Yeomanry in 
these duties.

In January the 11th battalion Suffolk 
Regiment, all of  them volunteers, 
was sent to France. At Ypres, at about 
2am on the 22 January the Germans 
exploded a mine under the trenches held 
by the 2nd Battalion of  the Suffolks in 
front of  the Bluff, close to the Ypres-
Comines Canal. The charge is estimated 

to have been between six and seven tons 
of  gunpowder, which formed a crater 
measuring roughly 60 by 40 yards, and 40 
feet in depth. Nearly a 100 men were killed, 
buried alive or injured by the explosion.  
On 3 February, the village of  Loos 
and the trenches occupied by the 4th 
battalion, Suffolk Regiment, were 
subjected to an intense bombardment, 
shells coming over at the rate of  40 to 
50 a minute for no less than seven hours. 
This was the worst day’s shelling the 
battalion ever experienced.

On the night of  31 March and 
1April, the Germans launched a major 
air attack on targets on English soil. In 
all, seven naval and three army airships 
raided targets in eastern England.

A year after the first attack on Bury, 
the terror of  aerial warfare returned when 
Zeppelin L16, commanded by Werner 
Peterson, appeared overhead just before 
midnight on Friday 31 March. Having 
learned from the 1915 raid,  the street 
lights were quickly turned off  this time, 
but the L16 bombing run began from 
the Northgate railway station towards 
the town. 

Unlike the 1915 attack,  seven people 
were killed and several domestic premises 
destroyed. Some deaths occurred in 
Raingate Street and Springfield Road, 
and there was a great deal of  destruction, 
but accounts now published were 
deliberately vague as to locations. 

In Raingate Street the bombs fell 
within 25 yards of  the public house, 
‘King of  Prussia’, killing Henry and 
George Adams, as well as removing the 
roof  of  the pub. St Mary’s Vicarage and 

other property in Prussia Lane were also 
damaged.

Mill Road and Chalk Road houses 
were hit, possibly in an attempt to attack 
the old barracks in Kings Road or the 
engineering works of  Robert Boby. 

In Chalk Road one serving soldier 
died. Private Hubert Hardiment, 
who was on leave from the 4/1st 
Cambridgeshire Regiment, was killed at 
the back door of  his landlady’s house 
in Beaconsfield Terrace, as he went to 
investigate the damage. He was from 
Upwell, near Wisbech, and he was 
subsequently buried there.

The picture below right shows 
numbers 74 and 75 Mill Road, where 
four people died. Mr Harry Frost died 
in one house and next door, Mrs Dureall 
and two of  her five children died. 

H. A. Jones recorded 37 houses 
damaged, seven people killed and five 
injured in Bury. Another source states 
that this damage was wrought by eight 
bombs and a pair of  incendiaries, 
dropped over a 15 minute timespan.

On that same night 
five people died when a 
German Navy Zeppelin 
airship L14 dropped a 
number of  bombs across 
Sudbury. 

Since March all 
eligible single men had 
been subject to call-up, 
but army losses were 
now so great that further 
measures were needed. 
The General Compulsion 
Act of  May 1916  made 

military service compulsory for all men, 
married or single, between 18 and 41 
years old.

By June the Greene King’s brewery 
had lost 63 men to the services with 
another 30 likely to go imminently. The 
need for women to take over jobs in 
factories and agriculture at home was 
obvious to all by this time. Nevertheless, 
farmers, and prospective recruits, had to 
be shown that women could undertake 
agricultural work, and this was done by a 
series of  demonstrations or roadshows, 
as we would call them now. 

By August, some 57,000 women were 
registered as available for agricultural 
work.

On Lord Iveagh’s  Elveden Estate his 
Lordship  readily agreed to allow his land 
to be taken over to create the Elveden 
Explosives Area, stretching down to 
Icklingham and West Stow. 

1916: Zeppelins bring destruction and the birth of  the tank
In his third installment on life in Bury St Edmunds and area during 
the First World War, historian David Addy reports on the horrors on 
land and from the air and the birth of  a new machine of  destruction.

A Bury Free Press photograph of  the Dureall family who were victims 
of  the Zeppelin raid and, above, the destruction in Mill Road.

The picture on 
the left shows the 
aftermath of  the air 
raid, probably in the 
Springfield Road 
area.
A joint funeral was 
arranged for all the 
victims of  the 1916 
Zeppelin attack in St 
Mary’s Church. Here 
the cortege is leaving 
the church to go to the 
cemetery.
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From Page 9
By May Colonel Swinton had been 
appointed to set up a secret battle 
training area there to test out the results 
of  a new secret weapon. To maintain 
secrecy, the commissioning committee 
referred to these prototypes as tanks.

A complete reproduction  of  one 
and a half  miles of   German front line 
trenches was built by about 3,000 men 
of  the Pioneer Corps  within six weeks, 
using a million sandbags in the process.

Tanks had to prove capable of  
crossing barbed wire barricades, shell 
holes and ten foot trenches. These trials 
were so impressive that 49 tanks were 
shipped to France for their first active 
service by September.  Another 50 soon 
followed. The Elveden Explosives Area 
was closed down after October having 
trialled 100 tanks in battle conditions.

Not until July was the British army 
in France thought strong enough, with 
a fully re-equipped and trained force, to 
press home the war. But on 1 July they 
went into the Battle of  the Somme, 
which would last until November. 
British troops were cut down in 
their thousands by German machine 
gunners. 

As the day went on another 40,000 
soldiers were sent into the battle. By 
the end of  the first day the British army 
had suffered 60,000 casualties (a third 
of  whom had been killed). This was the 
worst day of  casualties suffered by any 
army during the war and the bloodiest 

day in the history of  the British army.
On 15 September the offensive in 

France was resumed. The 9th battalion 
of  the Suffolks suffered over 200 
casualties. Among the wounded was 
Captain Ensor. Captain Ensor’s wounds 
proving severe, this heroic officer was 
eventually invalided out of  the army. In 
the spring of  1917 he was awarded the 
M.C.

The day also saw the first use of  tanks 
on the battlefield when the 49 British 

Mk.I tanks from Elveden attacked on 
the Somme. They produced mixed, but 
still impressive results as many broke 
down but nearly a third succeeded in 
breaking through. Only 32 were able to 
begin the first attack in which they were 
used and only nine made it across “no 
man’s land” to the German lines. At 
one part of  the line where four tanks 
reached their lines, the Germans were 
so overwhelmed that they ran away.

The tanks had to deal with appalling 
ground conditions which they had 
never encountered at the relatively 
dry sandy soil of  the Elveden testing 

ground. However, they had proved 
their potential value.

During 1916 the Government had 
declared that the road from Bury to 
Haverhill was “of  military importance”. 
However, it needed extensive repairs, 
and there was a shortage of  labour. 

One of  the exemptions allowed 
from compulsory military service was 
a conscientious objection to taking 
life, based upon religious belief. The 
Road Board decided that about 150 
conscientious objectors should be 
put on to this project and needed 
somewhere to billet them. 

They asked the Risbridge Board of  
Guardians if  they could be housed in 
the Kedington Workhouse. This had 
often been half  empty and had survived 
by taking in paupers from other areas as 
far afield as Birmingham and Mile End.

The Guardians and the local people 
had no time for conscientious objectors, 
and did nothing to help them. They 
locked the place at 9pm, and insisted 
on enforcing the workhouse rules. This 
led to trouble in October, and 11 men 
deliberately stayed out all night. 

Leaflets and slogans were 
distributed in support of  socialism 
and the Independent Labour Party.  
By January of  1917, the repairs were 
finished and the men left leaving the 
Road Board to pay £13 in damages to 
the Guardians for deliberate damage.

Christmas 1916 was the coldest in 
living memory on the western front.

Above left: a Mark 1 tank of  the type tested at Elveden; centre, Elveden Explosive area guards taking a break and right, Colonel Swinton.

Left, the trench system built for tank training and, above, some of  the 
3,000 Pioneer Corps men who built it.

After a long slog to raise the last of  the 
partnership funding needed to match 
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant 
offer we have finally succeeded.

Thanks to a very significant loan 
from the Guildhall Feoffment and 
generous timely grants from the H 
B Allen Charitable Trust, Historic 
England, the Town Trust, and the Bury 
Society, we have satisfied the HLF 
and on 8 September we were given 

permission to start the project, drawing 
on their grant of  £669,000. 

We are delighted (none more so 
than I) to welcome back James Mellish 
who will project manage the delivery 
phase. With typical verve he has already 
swung into action, having dispatched 
tender documents for the interpretation 

design and installation, and arranged a 
meeting with all the design consultants. 

With Whitworths, our architects, we 
are also preparing tender documents 
for the contract to repair the back roof  
over the former Council Chamber 
which later became the Royal Observer 
Corps Group operations room in the 
Second World War. 

It is the poor condition of  this 
roof  which keeps the Guildhall on the 
Historic England (formerly English 
Heritage) ‘Heritage at Risk’ register. 
In order to qualify for the Historic 
England grant we must start this work 
no later than mid-December so it must 
take priority. 

We met with Historic England on 7 
October to finalise the contract details 
with them. 

However, other tenders are 
also being prepared for the main 
conservation and alteration work 
throughout the site. If  all goes well 
the works should be complete by mid-
summer 2018. 

Meanwhile Bury in Bloom, in 
addition to a grant, has donated flower 
baskets which now adorn the railings at 
the front of  the Guildhall and make a 
display which is attracting attention to 
a building which can surprisingly go 
unnoticed by passers-by. 

Visibility is an important factor as 
we build interest and support for the 
project and we opened on Saturday 10 
September during the national Heritage 
Open Days period. This was a great 
success from which we have received a 
lot of  positive feedback. 

On 3 December, we are planning 
a fundraising event which will be 
attended by our Patron Lord Bristol. 
There will be more news about that in 
due course. Thereafter the building will 
be closed for much of  the time as work 
progresses. 

You will have noted that our start 
relies on a loan which we must address. 
If  we are to avoid selling off  valuable 
charity-owned assets we must keep 
fundraising.

Your generosity has already helped 
us enormously. Please continue to help 
us in any way that you can as we deliver 
this important project.

Guildhall project passes major milestone
By Guildhall Project Director

Mike Jackson

Bury St Edmunds in times of  war seems to have emerged as a bit of  a theme in this 
Review. David Addy has taken us back for a third time to life in and around our town a 
century ago and the appalling fate of  many of  the Suffolk Regiment on the Somme as well 
as continued terror from the air for civilians at home. 

Robin Williams gives us a fascinating insight into the life of  a young teenager, for 
whom war also meant chances for adventure in amongst the deprivations and harsh realities 
of  the Second World War.

How appropriate it is for the Society to have been instumental in the creation of  the 
‘Flight of  Peace’ sculpture on the Mount Road roundabout and how different our lives are 
now, 100 and 70 years on respectively with the Society leading ideas that the Angel Hill 
could be turned into a space for relaxation and recreation. A piazza, no less.

I would like to give my own special thanks to Ted Ashton who has been the organiser 
of  Review’s distribution for many years. I always enjoy our talks when I drop the new issue 
off. He is always complimentary about it and without him and his team of  deliverers all 
the work would be meaningless. Get well soon, Ted.

Also, thanks to Paul Rossi and the Bury Rotary Club for leading the ‘Purple for 
Polio’ planting of  crocuses reported in the Summer Review. They will be lovely next Spring.

I am grateful to everyone who has contributed to this Review. Please remember that 
the views epxressed are not necessarily those of  the Bury Society. The copy deadline for the 
Spring 2017 issue is Monday 7 April. Please send articles and photographs to: 
richard.carter3121@btinternet.com

Richard Carter, Editor

Robin Burnett has been appointed 
recently as Chairman of  Bury in 
Bloom. The timing was immaculate as 
Bury St Edmunds won the Anglia in 
Bloom large town floral prize at about 
the same time!

Robin is a retired solicitor, married 
to Jackie who is a teacher, and father of  
five children who have all fled the nest. 

Although he has lived in Bury for 
about 36 years and has been associated 
with several organisations in the town 
including chairman of  Bury Art Gallery 
and the governors at King Edward V1 
school, he was still taken aback by the 
number and enthusiasm of  all the good 
people associated with Bury in Bloom. 

It will be a pleasure for him to 

try and live 
up to their 
expectations.

As for his 
qualifications 
for the job, 
all he can say 
is that he has 
created three 
gardens from 
scratch, thinks he knows everything 
about gardening, but probably knows 
less than most.

His ambition is: “to try and make it 
possible for everyone who loves Bury 
and its flowers to become involved 
in and to enjoy keeping the town 
colourful, neat and beautiful”.

Robin is new Bury in Bloom chair

Remembering life in a world gone-by
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The fortunes of  two 15th century 
weavers – John Mey and John Roket 
– tell us much about the history of  
cloth-making in late medieval Bury St 
Edmunds.

Mey’s family were engaged in the 
town’s cloth industry for over 150 years 
from the late 1300s until the mid 1500s.  
He probably lived in the parish of  St 
James and worshipped in the church 
that now serves as St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral.  

What little more we know of  his 
personal life comes from the will of  
another John Mey, almost certainly his 
son, who predeceased him in 1479.  
This tells us that as well as a son, Mey 
had three grandchildren.  

The brevity of  the will suggests 
that the son suffered a sudden death, 
perhaps from the ‘sickness’ that ravaged 
England in that year. 

If  Mey fell victim to the same 
epidemic it might explain why he 
himself  left no will at all.  

In his business as a weaver, he made 
kerseys and other narrow cloths, rather 
than the broadcloths that were the 
principal products of  towns such as 
Lavenham, Long Melford and Sudbury.

His nomination as executor of  the 
wills of  several fellow cloth-workers 
bears witness to the high esteem in 

which he was held by his colleagues. 
His service as alderman and as one of  
the original Guildhall feoffees shows 
that he enjoyed the respect of  the wider 
community. 

Mey’s greatest contribution to 
cloth-making in Bury was helping, in 
1477, to negotiate with the abbot the 
ordinances of  the weavers’ guild. His 
name on the document records these 
ordinances. Appearing on the fourth 
line, it marks him out as one of  the 
leaders of  his craft.  It was no mean feat 
since the abbot was generally hostile to 
any organisation that might conceivably 
challenge his authority in the town.   

In this instance the abbot’s hand 
had been forced by circumstances 
beyond his control.  These ordinances 
recognized that ‘many persones and greate 
multytude of  people as weell of  menne as 
womenne and childrenne withinne the toune of  
Bury Seynt Edmund bee dayly gretly occupyed 
be the mene of  the crafte of  wevers’.  

Yet for nearly 40 years the fortunes 
of  the town’s cloth-workers had been 
blighted by a deep economic recession 
that historians now know as the 
Great Slump. Furthermore, they were 
challenged by rural clothiers who were 
busy turning south Suffolk into one 
of  the most intensely industrialised 
regions in Europe. 

These clothiers used the putting out 
system of  production to increase their 
output. They hired teams of  cloth-
workers to spin, weave and full for them 
in their own cottages, but enjoyed the 
profit from the ultimate sale of  cloth.  

In view of  this challenge some-
thing had to be done to rescue Bury’s 
economic fortunes.

The weavers’ ordinances provided 
for the holding of  an annual assembly 
to elect four wardens, with powers of  
search, to police their craft; permitted 

only those admitted to the craft, 
following a seven-year apprenticeship, 
to work in the town as weavers; limited 
each weaver to no more than four 
looms; required both masters and 
journeymen to honour the terms of  any 
contract of  service between them; and 
prohibited any weaver from poaching 
another’s journeyman or apprentice.  

Several ordinances were intended to 
ensure the production of  high quality 
textiles in the town.  Others, such as 
the limit on the number of  looms, were 
designed to prevent clothiers from 
hijacking cloth-making in Bury.

A marked increase in numbers 
after the date of  the ordinances must 
be credited, at least in part, to their 
enactment. In the final 20 years of  
the 15th century more weavers were 
recorded in Bury St Edmunds than in 
any other English town save Norwich.  

Many made bed coverings which, 
in the colder climate of  the late 
Middle Ages, had become objects of  
conspicuous expenditure. Some of  
these bed or coverlet weavers were very 
successful, among them John Roket.  

He was working as a weaver in 1470, 
but his business only took off  in the 
1480s. We hear no more of  him after 
1492. He did some business in London, 
but much was local. Among the Suffolk 
gentry with whom he dealt were John 
Drury and Sir William Carewe.

Although of  different generations, 
Mey and Roket must have known each 
other and exchanged pleasantries when 
they met in the town’s great market.  

We will never know whether the 
younger man appreciated the debt 
he owed to the older in helping to 
negotiate the weavers’ ordinances and 
revitalise cloth-making in Bury.

Dr Nick Amor is author of  ‘From Wool to Cloth: The Triumph of  
the Suffolk Clothier’ published earlier this year about the Suffolk 
woollen-cloth industry in the Middle Ages. He is chairman of  the 
Suffolk Institute of  Archaeology and History and an Honorary 
Research Fellow of  the University of  East Anglia. Here he writes 
about two notable medieval Bury weavers.

New book reveals a tale of  two weavers

From Wool to Cloth: The triumph of  the 
Suffolk Clothier is published by RefineCatch 
Ltd of  Bungay.. Price £20.00

Dr Nick 
Amor

My heritage weekend talk in September 
at the Quaker Meeting House was well 
attended; many in the audience were 
Bury Society members. 

The subject I had chosen to talk 
about was my latest book for Amberley 
Publishing, one of  five I have now 
written for them. An ‘A-Z of  Bury St 
Edmunds’ was just that; an alphabetical 
list of  just over 60 town locations.

Obviously, there was no way I could 
use every street, road or close, etc but 
I wanted to cover the less well sung 
places and as there are only 26 letters 
in the alphabet and as I had 90 pages to 
fill some had more than one location. 

Not wishing to give too much away, 
the X did prove to be a bit of  a headache 
and to find a Bury connection with the 
letter Z was somewhat challenging! 
Both were eventually overcome.

Bury is reputed to be the oldest 
purposely laid out town in the country 
in alignment to the magnificent abbey 
church of  St Edmund. 

The medieval grid laid out by 
Abbot Baldwin of  St Edmundsbury 
Abbey from 1065 is still evident. The 
cartographers of  yesteryear, such as 

father and son Thomas Warrens, could 
still follow the town centre today. 

The subsequent stories behind 
some of  these streets and many others 
are fascinating; how they were named, 
who lived where, what was there then 
and what is there now.  

As has come to be expected from 
an Amberley publication it is well 
illustrated. The pictures enhance the 
facts, stories and yarns: well I would say 
that wouldn’t I?

Some streets have more to offer 
than others and it is not my intention 
to try and cover everything. You could 
write a whole book on Abbeygate 
Street for instance. Dudley White did 
just that. 

This collection of  vignettes of  
the many localities is an eclectic mix 
of  pubs, people and places, buildings 
and architecture, churches to chapels 
along with those little local anecdotes 
which will appeal to a wide readership, 
residents and visitors alike.

Martyn Taylor
A-Z of  Bury St Edmunds by Martyn 
Taylor is published by Amberley Publishing. 
Price £14.99.

A daffodil planting session was held in October as part of  
Bury in Bloom’s 30th anniversary celebrations. It took place 
in the woods behind the Suffolk Regimental Museum next to 
West Suffolk College in Out Risbygate. 

Pupils from Sexton’s Manor Primary School, St 
Edmundsbury Primary School and students of  Child Care at 
West Suffolk College took part, helped by veterans from the 
Suffolk Regiment and Angela Bussey and her team from the 
Marie Curie charity. B&Q donated the trowels. 

The Suffolk Regimental barracks has a long-standing 
tradition of  an annual Daffodil Day on 26 March each year.

Pupils help to plant daffodils

A-Z guide of  places, people and history

The old bus station in Brentgovel Street. Members of  the Bury Motorcycle Club meet at Pea Porridge Green.

Above: Bullen’s shop in the Buttermarket 
and, below: the flax factory that used to stand 
on Cullum Road.
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Father and mother had been paying 
particular attention to the ‘wireless’ but 
the first inkling that something really 
unusual was happening came when two 
workmen arrived on their bicycles and 
traipsed down the garden with their 
pick and shovels and spent quite a time 
digging out a mini pit.

That was the time when it really sunk 
into an eight-year-old that something 
very important was happening. In the 
not too distant future the town, the 
country, much of  the world would be 
plunged into unparalleled activity and 
misery.

Mother was outside and showing 
the men where they were to set to work 
making the family’s air-raid shelter. 

With pick and shovel and sweat - no 
mini diggers then - a large pile of  dug 
out soil and chalk mounted up. It was 
not long before they were more than 
chest deep and then began bricking up 
the walls and putting in the steps down.

Railway sleepers were laid to 
form the roof  followed by a layer of  
concrete with soil on top. Next came 
the furnishing – just two ‘beds’ made 
with 2x2 inch timber covered with 
chicken wire netting to serve as the 
‘mattress’.  Anything else would have 
quickly soaked up the damp. 

My father, who served in the Royal 
Navy in minesweepers in World War 1, 
and throughout the 1939-45 war (and 
beyond) in the Royal Observer Corps 
control room in Bury’s Guildhall, had 
arranged the shelter because he knew 
he would be away on night duties.

At the war’s end he had the top of  the 
air raid shelter taken off  and replaced 
with a metal-frame greenhouse lid.  It 
never occurred to us just how odd it 
must have been for visitors looking 
down the garden for Dad only being 
seen from his waist up when tending 
his geranium cuttings, etc.

Thank heavens the family – I had 
a ‘big’ sister and a baby-brother – was 
only taken to the shelter a few times by 
our mother after the air raid siren had 
sounded and we heard German planes.   

I recall we took our gas masks in their 
cardboard cases. My baby brother was 
provided with a gas protection device 
into which I think his whole body went.

Bury was a noisy place by day.  
Youngsters could immediately identify 
the difference between the crack of  
rifle fire, the tatt-tatt of  sten gun 
fire, etc from the Butts (firing range) 
at Gibraltar Barracks, the home of  
the Suffolk Regiment, where other 
regiments also had training, or at West 
Lines, a wooden hutted camp just along 
Newmarket Road.

 Noisy by night and day . . .

Quite often there would be the noisy 
clatter as a squad of  rookie infantrymen 
in blue shorts and hob-nailed  boots 
were “doubled” about the streets by 
hoarse non-commissioned officers 
(NCOs) intent on getting them battle 
fit for some foreign field.

Many hundreds of  those who 
passed through Gibraltar Barracks and 
the nearby Blenheim Camp became 
prisoners in the Far East war. Those 
fortunate to escape with their lives 
returned to the UK mere shadows of  
their former selves. A very few still 
live locally and they are still not really 
talking about their experiences.

It was not too long before Bury was 
the centre for a veritable necklace of  

bomber stations, British and American. 
The town was directly under the 
flightpath of  the American B-17 Flying 
Fortress bombers, dozens of  which 
lifted off  on an almost daily basis from 
Rougham airfield.  Often it was into the 
prevailing westerly wind, which meant 
they overflew the town sometimes at 
almost one a minute.

They would fly round in an almost 
aerial ballet until there was an assembly 
of  perhaps 200 or more from different 
airfields before setting off  for bombing 
attacks - and the fight of  their lives - 
over some unfortunate place in Europe.

On some school holiday afternoons 
youngsters would cycle to Rougham 
to watch the planes returning from 
their bombing raids on the continent.  
Often we would see that they were 
battle damaged. And we knew when 
there were casualties aboard because 
coloured flares would be shot from the 
plane and it would be allowed in ahead 
of  the circling queue. 

One morning a bomb/bombs were 
lost from a plane over the west of  Bury 
where there is now a housing estate. At 
least one exploded

At night it was the turn of  the RAF’s 
Bomber Command as the famous 
Lancasters, Halifaxes or Stirlings, 
almost always singly, droned overhead.

There was sometimes ‘war’ too, 
here at home. Between the hard-up, 

comparatively poorly-dressed British 
squadies and the much better paid and 
uniformed Americans. The “Yanks” 
were different – friendly with nylons 
for girls and chewing gum for the kids.

Keeping order in the town centre, 
where there were many more pubs 
than today, were the West Suffolk 
Constabulary from their police station 
in St John’s Street, with the Red Caps, 
British Military Police, and the silver or 
white helmeted American service police 
with batons hanging on their belts.

 The home front . . .

Unlike their British counterparts they 
had a small fleet of  Jeeps, which used 
to to be parked in the Cornhill outside 
their HQ (now Preston & Duckworth, 
jewellers) next to the War Memorial.

Very early on in the war my western 
side of  the town was ringed by a really 
deep trench, sloping on one side and 
near vertical on the opposite (town) 
side. It was made by earth-moving 
vehicles not really seen beforehand and 
what they had made was a tank trap.  
From the air it must have been easily 
seen: a huge white (chalk) gash.

A German invasion was almost 
universally expected and the idea was 
that tanks and vehicles would at least 
be held up. All road  direction signs had 
been removed and there was a tightly 
enforced black-out, dusk to dawn.

In Newmarket Road, where there is 
now an impressive furniture store, there 
was a small airfield used by single engine 
army Auster and Lysander aircraft. It 
was bombed, to my recollection, twice, 
once destroying an aircraft.

There were three cinemas. The 
biggest was the Odeon, modern and 
posh with its foyer and wide stairs 
beautifully carpeted. Today the Cornhill 
Shopping Arcade occupies the site. 
The second was the Playhouse in the 
Buttermarket (now an Argos store), 
and the third was the Central Cinema in 
Hatter Street, still going strong.

As there were many servicemen 
from around the world in the area as 
well as local teenagers anxious to go 
to “the flicks” most nights there were 
queues outside all three, even in the 
rain. Those able to afford the expensive 
seats, about 8p in today’s terms(!), had 
the shortest time in the queue.

The evening ended with the 
National Anthem – for which everyone 
stood. If  it was getting late and the time 
for the last bus home was close one 
used to slip up to the back as the film 
ended and escape through the curtains 
before the first note sounded.

There was a British Restaurant in 
Crown Street, where Greene King now 
has a yard. It was manned by green 
uniformed Women’s Voluntary Service 
ladies doing their bit for Britain. On 
entry, depending on available funds, one 
would be issued with tokens, I believe, 
green, yellow and brown, for the main 
dish, a “sweet” and a mug of  tea.

With strict rationing one of  the 
main features of  town life was the 
queues for virtually everything. Often 
people would join one and ask what is 
was for.

Shoppers rapidly learnt to be 
specially civil to the shopkeepers in case 
there might be something a little extra 
under the counter.

Hens and eggs . . .

Instead of  having the egg ration for 
the family, mother and father opted 
to keep chickens. Rhode Island Reds, 
I remember, and we were able to get 
a ration of  meal for them. This was 
necessarily supplemented with saved-
up kitchen scraps and peelings.

We had no refrigerator (most other 
people didn’t either) so mother used to 
mix up a bucket of  liquid we children 
knew as “glass”, which preserved the 
eggs for when the hens didn’t lay.

Coal was almost universally used 
for home heating (just the one room) 
and Bury had what local people called 
“the midnight coal-man” because with 
his horse (almost white) and lamp-lit 
cart he delivered well into the evenings, 
often after dark. I recall his name was 
Diddly Sharman. Everyone kept look 
out to see that the agreed number of  
bags had been “shot” into the coal 
shed/cellar by their merchant.

I was just over 14 when the war in 
Europe ended and I can still catch the 
excitement when Dad said “we” could 
get “our” car out of  the garage where 
it had to be laid-up on house bricks.  
It was a 1934 Morris Ten saloon that 
eventually started and was soon running  
up and down our cul-de-sac again.

The sights, sounds and deprivations war
Robin Williams records what life 
was like for a Bury boy in the 
Second World War.

What a thrill for a teenager! Robin is being shown the amid-ships gun of  an American B-17 
bomber by an airman during an open day at Rougham Airfield on 8 August, 1945. Robin is 
still in his school uniform. The photograph was taken by a USAF photographer.



Don’t miss the opportunity 
to add your weight to the Bury Society team.

Apply for membership now.
Either use the website: theburysociety.org.uk to download a 

membership form from the Home Page by clicking the 
“Join us” panel

or
telephone the Membership Secretary, Sue Savage

on 01284 719243

SATURDAY 10 JANUARY 
Winter lunch with talk 
‘An Eccentric Look at Spoken English’ 
with Charlie Haylock 
followed by a 3-course served lunch
at the Southgate Community Centre.
11.30am
£22.50 pp for members and friends.
The booking form is in this Review

THURSDAY 23 FEBRUARY
Talk 
by Stephen Dart, the Cathedral 
Librarian on the Ancient Library 
(including a visit to the library). Meet 
at the Edmund Room at the Cathedral.
7.00pm
Free to members, £5 non-members

SATURDAY MARCH 11
Guided walk 
A 60-minute guided walk of  the 
historic centre of  Bury with green 
badge guides. Meet at the War 
Memorial on Angel Hill
10.30am 
Free to members, £5 guests. 

THURSDAY 27 APRIL
Open House
Members and Friends ‘Open House’
Coffee Morning. Enjoy a free coffee 
and cake whilst listening to a talk by 
town guide Martyn Taylor on ‘Bury 
Now and Then’. Unitarian Meeting 
House, Churchgate Street.
10.30am-12.00pm

THURSDAY 25 MAY
Annual General Meeting
Followed by a talk on ‘My Year as 
Mayor of  St Edmundsbury’ by Julia 
Wakelam. Unitarian Meeting House.
6.30pm for 7.00pm
Free drink and light buffet

FRIDAY 2 JUNE
Treasure hunt
Around the centre of  Bury with 
cryptic clues.Tea and cakes. Start and 
finish at the Unitarian Meeting House. 
2.00 to 4.30pm 
Free to members, £5 for guests

THURSDAY 20 JULY
Day trip to Stamford & Burghley 
House
A guided walk around this lovely 
Lincolnshire town. Free time for lunch 
followed by tour of  Burghley House.
Coach leaves Ram Meadow 8.00am
£40 pp (incl coffee) members & guests
Booking form in the Spring Review.

SATURDAY 9 SEPTEMBER
Heritage Event
‘The Inns and Alehouses of  Bury St 
Edmunds’, a talk by Martyn Taylor.
United Reformed Church, Whiting 
Street. 10.30am. Book at the Tourist 
Information Point, Angel Hill

SATURDAY 21 OCTOBER
Autumn Get-Together
A social gathering with coffee 
and cakes. ‘Ephemera and Book 
Collections’ display. Unitarian Meeting 
House. 10.30am to 12noon
Free to members and their guests

THURSDAY 23 NOVEMBER 
Talk
Michael Rimmer speaking on
‘The Angel Roofs of  St Mary’s and St 
James Churches’. Unitarian Meeting 
House. 7.00pm
Free to Members, £5 non-members
Date to be agreed
A talk by Griff  Rees-Jones

MEMBERS’ PROGRAMME

Members enjoyed a fascinating day AT Eltham Palace in July 
when we arrived in sunshine for coffee in the palace grounds 
and were met by our very knowledgeable guide for the day.

The palace was the childhood home of  the future Henry 
VIII and the Great Hall of  1470 is a beautiful example from 
the Tudor period. Being close to London and set on an 
elevated site, it was one of  the very few Royal houses that 
could accommodate the entire court.

Eclipsed by Greenwich and Hampton Court, it fell into 
disuse and was used as a farm for over 200 years. In the 1930’s 
the hall was bought by Stephen and Virginia Courtauld of  
the textile family who set about transforming it and built a 
modern art deco home incorporating the Tudor Great Hall.

Lavish interiors of  the day and a beautifully designed 
garden ensured that the house became an important social 
centre and escape from central London. During WWII, it 
was used by the Army before being taken over by English 
Heritage in the mid 1990’s. 

The house displays fine furnishings from the 1930’s as 
well as specially commissioned murals and carpets. 

At Greenwich we had time to lunch or visit the Cutty 
Sark, the Museum and Observatory and, with the skies 
overcast, we set sail on a river boat for an hour-long journey 
to Westminster Pier. A few drops of  rain fell on those brave 
enough to enjoy the views but didn’t dampen the enjoyment.

Stephen Moody 

Palace shows its charms

Members brave the rain to admire London from the Thames.
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