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A small light at the end of the
tunnel for Bury’s railway station?
By Tim Page
Bury Society Chairman
Bury St Edmunds railway station
is an architectural gem which is
threatened by neglect. But there
are glimmers of hope which
mean all is not yet lost.
Completed in 1847 with its Tudor
style and twin Free-Renaissance towers,
the Grade II listed building is on the
Victorian Society’s list of notable
stations.
This marvel of Victorian civil
engineering holds up the railway
embankment and stands up to the
72-wagon freight trains that ply to and
from the Felixstowe docks.
However, a backlog of maintenance
since the 1990s means the building is
once again in poor repair.
The Bury Society has highlighted the
plight of the station and our Planning
Officer Roderick Rees is on the Station
Adopters Group.
Last Autumn John Popham,
Chairman of the Bury St Edmunds
Town Trust, published a landmark
report highlighting the need for
urgent repairs and a more commercial
approach to secure the station’s longterm future.
Since then the Town Trust, the
Bury Society and other local bodies
have lobbied to ensure the needs of the
town and our station form part of the
new rail franchise tender process.
We will find out in the summer

whether or not they have listened.
The Society is encouraged that
Abellio has started repairs to the station
fabric and has written to the Borough
Conservation Officer about the use of
plastic to replace the wooden canopy
valances.
Abiello are only responsible for
putting the station into the condition in
which they found it; so there will still
be important repair work left undone.
This is a grave concern as the cost of
undoing 20 years neglect is substantial.
The decision by the Milk Maid
group to occupy the north side of the
station building is encouraging.
Also there are hopeful signs of
significant funding for the region’s
railway in the long-term, some of
which could be available for Bury St
Edmunds.
The go-ahead of East-West Rail,
a programme of improvements from

Oxford to Cambridge and then Ipswich
and Norwich was announced in the
March budget. Unfortunately, the East
Anglian section will be in the third
phase of this project.
The East Anglian devolution
settlement, also announced in the
March budget, means the new regional
mayor will have responsibility and a
budget for transport.
Finally, the government has
instructed Network Rail to sell off
underused assets on 30-year leases.
If Network Rail could be persuaded
to pass a repaired station over to a
commercial organisation in a way that
provides sufficient income to fund
ongoing maintenance, the building’s
long-term future could be secured.
One thing is certain. If left
unrepaired after the current works, it
will decline beyond economic repair
and we will lose an iconic building.

The power of flowers in our 30th year
By Melanie Lesser
Bury in Bloom Coordinator
This year is Bury in Bloom’s 30th
anniversary. We are planning to plant 30
trees around the town and are open to
suggestions from members about the
positions of these tress.
We will have a page on our website
to encourage local groups to ask for
trees to be planted in their area.We now
have new banners with the new 30th
logo to be displayed on Angel Hill.
Certificates of Merit
We are looking for more volunteers to
help judge the Certificates of Merit for
Front Gardens. The judging will take
place between 11 and 17 July.
If you are interested in volunteering
for this enjoyable task, please contact
Elizabeth Clement elizac@hotmail.
co.uk or Tel 01284 765556.
Lark and Linnet Bollard Trail
Following the success of the St
Edmund’s Wolf and the Magna Carta
Barons’ Trails around the town, Bury in
Bloom and Visit Bury St Edmunds are

Jillian Macready from the Bury Water
Meadows Group described the wildlife
that can be found in the two rivers.
We are delighted that two local
companies are involved in the project,
Premier Printers who will print the
leaflet and Coastline Graphics who will
create the bollard wraps.
The trail is supported by the
Town Council and sponsorsed by
ourburystedmunds and Linnet Homes.
It will be in place for the school holidays
for all to enjoy.
High Sheriff and Suffolk Greenest
County awards
Bury in Bloom has had success at two
recent award ceremonies on 31 March.

creating a Lark and Linnet Bollard Trail
to celebrate our two rivers.
They will show historic pictures of
the town as well as featuring the artwork
created by the pupils from Westgate and
St Edmund’s Primary schools (pictured
above), St James and Howard Middle
schools and West Suffolk College.
Trail hunters will have to find all the
bollards and the number on the bollard
in order to win one of many prizes.
The artwork has been created in
workshops run by the Bury in Bloom’s
artist in residence
The pupils heard about the history
of the town from Stephen Moody of
the Bury St Edmunds Association
of Registered Tour Guides and
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Pro-scape won the High Sheriff ’s
Suffolk
Corporate
Community
Partnership award for their work with us
including the ‘Flowerheads’ installation
in the Abbey Gardens, providing plants
for the station planters and tidying up
untidy spots around the town before
the Anglia in Bloom judging.
We won a Highly Commended
at our first attempt in the Greenest
Community Project in the Suffolk
Creating the Greenest County awards
at Snape Maltings.

Gardeners Question Time
The event held on 11 April at the
Apex was a sell out and very enjoyable.
The celebrity gardeners were Bunny
Guinness, Matthew Wilson and
Christine Walkden.

Mount Road roundabout
The plans for the roundabout are
progressing well and will be part of our
30th anniversary celebrations.
The funding is in place and Nigel
Kaines from ‘Designs on Metal’ at
Stowlangtoft has been creating the
sculpture. We hope to have it in place
later this year.
Rebecca Davis has designed a
planting scheme based around the
American star. A reception will be held
at Rougham Airfield after the launch.
St Edmund’s Wolf
Ben Loughrill, the artist who created
the wolf on Southgate Roundabout,
has visited to sand down the wolf and
restore him to his golden colour.
The wolves on the trail were
auctioned on St Edmund’s Day and also
sold at a Lacy Scott auction and raised
£12,000 for local charities. A number
can still be seen on display around the
town.
River of Flowers tidy up
Adrian Bloom from Bressingham
gardens came over to give the River of
Flowers a spring tidy up.
Volunteers from The Abbey
Gardens Friends, Bury in Bloom and
St George’s Church together with
expert help from Adrian and an Abbey
Gardens gardener tidied up and planted
a replacement tree.
I have given four presentations
on the project at the Anglia in Bloom
seminar at Bressingham Gardens
and showed our time-lapse films, one
of the creation and the other of the
flowering of the ‘River’ both of which
can be viewed on the Bury in Bloom
website. (Above left: Anglia in Bloom visit
to Bressingham Gardens.)
Chequer Square
We applied to the Town Council for
funding to replace the old planters in
Chequer square The three new water
reservoir planters are now in place and
the pavement was also repaved and
spray washed before the installation
A tree, Amelanchier lamarckii
multi-stem (Snowy Mespilus), has
been planted in a planter in the corner
to give some height to the display, the
other two planters will have seasonal
planting.

Celebrate Bury in Bloom
and ‘Love where you live’
When significant anniversaries arrive,
it is natural to have a moment of
reflection about where the story began,
writes Bury in Bloom Chairman Alan Jary.
Thirty years ago Sue Tamlyn, then
Chairman of the Bury Society (our
parent organisation) took the initiative
and proposed the idea and the rest, as
they say, is history.
Sadly, several of the original team
are no longer with us, and I would like
to pay tribute to Mandy Balaam, Tony
Williams and Mike Ames. Without their
hard work and determination we would
not have an anniversary to celebrate.
In 2016 things are very different. We
are more aware of the need to consider
our environment, be it weather extremes
and care for all wildlife and vegetation,
plus what we do with our waste.
Bury has and is accepting today’s
challenges. Numerous groups are
working hard to maintain the town’s
reputation of being one of England’s
most desirable places in which to live
and work.
Bury in Bloom works with these
groups, local businesses and our local
councils to enhance the town, delivering
additional benefits for all to enjoy.
This year we are working with
St Edmundsbury and Tidy Britain
to promote even more community
gardening
and
environmental
improvements.
The benefits of working together
as a community are huge. Working
together helps people to get to know
their neighbours and build community
links. The results are clear to see.
Sometimes there are areas that are
difficult to clean on a regular basis, due
to parked cars, or because they form
a natural barrier into which the wind
blows leaves and litter.
Why not collect the twigs and
sticks that fall after strong winds? Tied
together they make good insect houses
and are no longer a trip hazard.
Why not start by helping friends,
family and neighbours to keep their
properties and gardens ship-shape?
If you can do more, how about
looking outside the curtilage of your

property or under your hedge, clearing
up fallen leaves and any litter?
See if any of your neighbours want
to organise a tidy-up on your street and
ask how councils and Bury in Bloom
can help by providing equipment.
We can support you by providing
litter pickers, high viz jackets, shovels,
brooms, edging tools and arranging
to dispose of any waste you collect.
Sometimes all it takes is just sweeping
and tidying a path or verge to make a
big difference.
You will live or work in an area
that is cared for, where there is a good
community spirit and you know your
neighbours.
Much of the work of Bury in
Bloom is in the town centre and the
200 plus hanging baskets. We arrange
sponsorship for Bury’s roundabouts,
including the new art sculptures and
entering the town in the Anglia in
Bloom Competition.
We do our best to encompass
the whole town, which is why the
Front Garden Certificate scheme was
instigated. We have a team of over 50
judges who cover the town and award
almost 2000 households each year with
a Thank You Certificate for making
their front gardens “special”. We would
love this figure to grow.
To help you with our requests above
for new community schemes, and to
celebrate our 30th anniversary, we are
giving away 30 trees.
We are seeking community projects
across the town which would be
improved by tree planting (subject to
council approval), the choice of tree is
for you to decide.
Visit the Bury in Bloom website for
further details, one or more tree may be
requested and we are happy to provide
guidance and advice.
Bury in Bloom depends on receiving
support from many organisations as
well as private individuals. Every award
is won by the people of Bury, and
we thank you for 30 years of making
it happen, so let’s continue to do it
together and show everyone we love
where we live, work, learn and play.
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Doug and Stephen join the executive committee
We are very pleased to introduce our
two new committee members: Doug
Beardon who has already replaced
Roy Proctor as Treasurer and
Stephen Moody who is replacing
Sue Savage as Events Programme
Organiser.
Doug settled in Bury St Edmunds
almost two years ago and became a
Society member shortly afterwards.
He is well qualified to be our
Treasurer and is very enthusiastic about
taking on the role. He is a chartered
accountant and a chartered tax adviser
with an academic background in law.
Doug began his tax career at
Coopers and Lybrand moving on to
teach taxation at the University of
East London. Later he moved to the
private sector to work with trainee and
qualified accountants and this led to
an executive directorship in a leading
quoted training company.
Doug retired from practice in 2014
but still does some consultancy work
and is presently a visiting professor at
London South Bank University. His
interests are martial arts, travel and
climbing rocks.
Stephen lives in Thurston but was
born and raised in Bury. He is passionate
about the town, its history and future
development. He has worked as an
area manager for two national charities
for the past 20 years, a rewarding but
challenging role.
In 2007 he qualified as a green badge
tour guide in Bury. You may have seen
him on dark winter nights conducting
the ghost tours. Stephen is a volunteer
at the Tourist Information Point on
Angel Hill, the Theatre Royal and has
written ‘Hidden Gems’ articles for the
Bury Mercury.
He has helped Melanie Lesser (Bury
in Bloom) to compile the Lark and
Linnet Trail that is launching in May.
Stephen looks forward to meeting
everyone, actively listening and settling
into the events role at the Bury Society.
Doug and Stephen both attended
the Members’ coffee morning on the
16th April at the Unitarian Meeting
House and will be at the AGM and
look forward to introducing themselves
to the membership.
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Sue Savage

Stephen Moody.

Doug Beardon.

We would like you to tell us what you
expect from your membership of the
Bury Society and what sort of events
and talks you would like us to organise.
Enclosed in this edition is a
questionnaire asking you to give us
your feedback. Please take the time
to complete it and return it either by
post, take it along to an event, give it
to a committee member or drop it in to
the Tourist Information Point on Angel
Hill. We will take your comments into
consideration when planning the events
programme for next year.
Our slogan is ‘It’s your town, add
your voice’ - you can do that by getting
more involved.
What are the benefits of being
a member? Well, we have a healthy
membership of around 544, so
the Society carries some clout with
planning applications and the future
development of the town, and Bury
in Bloom is very active in making the
town look more beautiful for everyone.
A larger membership would carry
even more weight. People join the
Society for a variety of reasons. Some
would say, ‘Although I have lived here
for most of my life there is still more
to learn about the town, it’s history,
architecture and future development’.
Others might comment, ‘I have
been to some of the events and talks
and not only learned more but have
met new people and made friends in
the process’.
A large proportion of the

membership don’t attend events at
all but are reassured to know that the
Society has a say in what is happening
with the future of our lovely town.
Some are willing to give up their
time to be more involved and are keen
to play an active part in an organisation
that is doing a good job in keeping
Bury at the top of the league, which is
why they are prepared to serve on the
committee and help out at events.
The Society relies on enthusiastic
and committed volunteers as well as
the membership subscriptions to keep
it going.
We are aware that there are many in
the town who have still not heard of
the Bury Society, let alone what we do.
To those who ask ‘What has The
Bury Society done for us?’ our answer
is very much in these Society Reviews
published and circulated three times a
year, and on the website.
If you think you can help us to get
ourselves known around Bury, and
encourage new members to join please
contact me, Sue Savage, on 01284
719243.
The Society only costs £15 a year
for a single member, £20 for a couple
at the same address, and offers an
interesting selection of talks and trips
throughout the year. Tell us what you
would like and we will try very hard to
arrange it for you.

Survey sets out to discover
what members expect

Thank you,

Sue Savage
Membership Secretary

Groups meet to
discuss new rail
opportunities
Early this year, members of the
committee attended a meeting with
Network Rail and our MP Jo Churchill to
discuss the future of the railway station.
It had been arranged by the Town Trust
and included representatives of other
interested local groups.
The purpose was to see whether
pressure might be put upon the
Secretary of State to ensure the new
rail franchisee delivers improvements
to both the station and the rail service.
The station currently has an annual
footfall of about 600,000 passengers
and is becoming a major commuter
hub into Cambridge and Ipswich.
One of the priorities is to identify
land for new car parking. Network
Rail is suggesting a possible site
currently used for rail maintenance to
the north of the station, with access
from Fornham Road. Initially about 40
spaces might be provided and perhaps
an extra 100 later on.
Another priority is the improvement
of the service into Cambridge and
Ipswich with half-hourly trains, at least
during peak hours.
The chief problem with improving
speeds is the need to carry out major
(and expensive) works at the Haughley
Junction. Changes will also be
required to level crossings and there
is the question of how to dual it from
Newmarket into Cambridge.
All these works require considerable
financial investment and Network Rail
have made it clear that none will take
place unless the private sector takes the
lead. The cross country rail link between
Felixstowe and Nuneaton is a major
freight transport route, so the large
freight users will need to be approached
to help finance these projects.
The meeting is also lobbying
for the refurbishment of the iconic
Grade II Listed station building. Little
maintenance has been carried out over
many years and it shows. The council
will also be asked to prepare a masterplan for the station and its surroundings.
Roderick Rees

Ambitious plans adding to
the changing face of Bury
The Society supported Havebury’s
plans to redevelop the former Lucky
Break premises on Tayfen Road with
36 one and two bedroom affordable
apartments, but we also called for
an additional road crossing at the
Ipswich Arms (now the Beer House)
roundabout.
We submitted a generally supportive
response to the plans to locate the
West Suffolk Waste Hub at Hollow
Road Farm - including the relocation
of the domestic waste facility away
from Rougham Hill.
The Society supported the council’s
ambitious master-plan to create a
public service village on Western Way
– though we expressed concerns about
the impact of traffic on Newmarket
Road and we queried the capacity of
the proposed car park.
We wrote in support of an
application for change of use of the
former ACAS offices on Southgate
Street into residential use and we
were generally supportive of plans to
replace the existing ‘dagger’ canopy

valances with GRP replicas at the
Railway Station – on condition that
the conservation officer approves.
We wrote to support the outline
planning application for 1250 new
homes and community facilities at
Abbots Vale Rushbrooke Lane but
also commented upon traffic, footpath/
cycle links back into town, park and
ride and how the new development will
relate to the river and flood risk.
The Society wrote to object to the
plans for a three-storey nursing home
at Nowton Court, Nowton on the
grounds of impact upon one of the
town’s principal amenity spaces and
also diminishing the iconic roof-line of
Nowton Hall.
We wrote in general support of
Pigeon’s plans for the redevelopment
of their sites on Tayfen Road and
Burlingham Mill, Station Hill.
As another sign of changing times,
we noted plans to convert the Regency
House Hotel on Looms Lane into five
houses.
Roderick Rees
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Subscriptions and
changes to
Gift Aid reporting
Annual subscriptions for the 2016/17
year will be due again on 1 June, new
Bury Society Treasurer Doug Beardon
reminds members.
The amounts are £15 for an
individual and £20 for a couple at the
same address. Please ensure that you
pay the correct amount, especially if
the subscription is paid by standing
order. If it is paid under Gift Aid, its
value is increased by an additional 25%.
From 6 April 2016 HMRC require
more accurate record keeping including
which one of a couple is the taxpayer.
I will shortly be conducting a review of
all the Gift Aid records that we hold.
This is simply a compliance exercise
and will not in any way affect the
amount that you pay.

Important additions to
income tax rules
One reason for the introduction of
the new Gift Aid requirement is to
act as a reminder that you should only
gift aid your subscription if you have
paid enough income tax and/or capital
gains tax to match the amount that the
Society will be reclaiming (£3.50 or £5
a year).
Most of our members will have paid
sufficient tax on their savings to cover
the gift aid amount; however, from 6
April 2016, there are two important
additions to the income tax rules.
In very general terms, for basic
rate taxpayers there is an effective
exemption from income tax on the first
£1,000 of interest income, and for all
taxpayers the first £5,000 of dividend
income is effectively covered by a nil
rate band of income tax.
This can mean that members who
paid income tax in 2015/16 on small
amounts of interest and dividends
(previously covered by a tax credit), may
fall out of the tax charge completely for
2016/17 and future years.
If you do not pay any income tax
or capital gains tax, please let us know
and we will withdraw you from our gift
aid records.
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Guildhall: Significant events
keep us moving forwards
Since our last update to you there have
been three highly significant events
writes Project Director Mike Jackson.
First, we have been very lucky to
welcome Sarah Green onto the Bury St
Edmunds Heritage Trust Board. You
will already know how committed Sarah
is to Bury and to our local heritage,
and she has already brought that
commitment and imagination to our
discussions and our decision making.
She represents us on the Tourism
group and we look forward to her
continued active contribution to the
Guildhall Heritage Centre project.
Next, we have completed the repairs
to the front roof of the Guildhall. This
turned out to be a much bigger task
than we estimated when we set out on
our project some years ago.
Erecting the scaffolding alone was
a major task in terms of time, scale
and cost. Then the whole roof had to
be stripped, the supporting framework
inspected, and more than half the tiles
replaced. There were also repairs to the
brickwork and parapets.
Thanks to excellent support
from our architects and outstanding
workmanship from the contractors
the final result is not only secure but
also sympathetic, with the front aspect
mostly tiled with original materials and
the overall appearance largely restored.
Historic England, one of the major
donors, is very impressed with the
outcome, and we can feel much happier
that this part of the building and the
rare timber roof structure beneath the
tiles will be safe for many years to come.
You may be interested that in the
course of the work we also had the
timbers subjected to examination by a
dendrochronology expert in order to
settle once and for all the date that they
were put in place. We are still waiting
for the results of that work.
Finally, we have just heard that after a
lot of hard development work, briefing
sessions and cross examinations we
have been awarded a provisional grant
of £669,000 by the Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF) towards the delivery of

our project.
This is of course good news, not
only because it promises to enable our
vision for the Guildhall but, equally
important, because it is a thorough
endorsement of that vision.
The HLF does not offer grants
lightly and in doing so it is making
a statement; that after professional
scrutiny it judges our project to be a
significant enhancement to our national
heritage, good value for money, and
based on a sound business plan.
We have been awarded this
provisional grant in the face of stiff
competition and it is a cause for local
celebration, but there is a catch.
The grant is conditional on our
raising the balance of the cash cost
of the project of £1,500,000. We have
already spent £170,000 on the front
roof but even so we believe that we can
identify another £500,000 towards the
rest of the project.
But that leaves us about £330,000
short of the target. Moreover at present
the HLF is only allowing us until 7
October to find the money, so you can
see that having got so near we are still
faced with a huge challenge over the
next six months.
We are pulling out all the stops and
exploring all the options that we know
in order to close that funding gap.
However we need help, local
help, your help. Please would you do
whatever you can to help us raise those
funds.
We are open to ideas, introductions,
cash even!

Save the date
Thursday 29 September 7 pm.
It’s the Bury Society Quiz
Night and a chance to learn
more about Bury, enjoy a social
evening and food.
Be making up your team of
FOUR (£10 per person) and
read the details in the summer
Review - places will be limited
so be ready to apply.

Lives and property lost in Bury’s great fires
As with many towns and cities Bury has
had a fair share of catastrophic fires,
writes Society historian Martyn Taylor.
The earliest recorded was by Joscelin
De Brakelond at the Abbey church
in 1198 when candles at Edmund’s
shrine were the cause and in 1215 when
a third of the town was destroyed,
according to the Bury Chronicle.
A terrible disaster befell the Abbey
church again when in 1465 a workmen’s
brazier left alight on the roof resulted
in much of the church being damaged
although the shrine was untouched.
However, the ‘Great Fire of Bury’
occurred on April 10th 1608. It started in
Randalls the malsters in Eastgate Street
and swept down the street, avoiding
the Fox Inn, and up Looms Lane until
it devastated the town centre. It raged
for three days until being brought
under control via fire breaks created by
people using long poles with hooks on,
called cromes, pulling down buildings.
Such was the heat, the lead on the
Market Cross ‘ran like a molten river’
according to a report. In all 160 houses,
hundreds of outbuildings including
warehouses were destroyed and many
people ruined, though no-one died.
Rich mercer Francis Pynner was
one such unfortunate soul but like
a ‘phoenix from the ashes’ he rose
again to respectability but never

forgot those who helped him do so.
As was common then following
such disasters a royal warrant was
issued, called a Brief, whereby church
collections benefitted the unfortunate.
The Bury Brief is dated June 18th.
King James 1st also sent cartloads of
timber to help in the re-construction
of the town; thatch was now banned.
It was to be many years later in
1882 when another major fire affected
the town; this time it was arson. The
tobacconist premises of Simon Last
in Abbeygate Street near the corner
with Hatter Street was the seat of it.
In financial difficulties it was hoped
an insurance claim would sort out
Simon’s problems - wrong! Not only
had a witness seen him leaving his
shop soon after the fire had started but
his claim landed on his insurers desk
whilst the embers were still glowing!
For this he was found guilty at
Norwich Crown Court and given five
years’ hard labour. The Abbeygate
Street building line was set back and the
Borough fire brigade formed. Ironically
the only insurance fire-mark plaque in
the town is opposite above the Collis
shop front. The after effects of the fire
were captured amazingly by Abbeygate
Street photographer William Spanton.
In 1903 the razing of the grocery
premises of George Rowland Harvey
Top left: The fire at Greene King’s
electricians shop in 1979.
Top right: The smoking remains
of the Cupola House as seen from
Skinner Street.
Left: The aftermath of the fire in
Abbeygate Street.
Right: The destruction in the
Buttermarket left by the Zeppelin
raid.

in Churchgate Street resulted in
a neo-Jacobean rebuild and later
on Angel Hill where Numbers
9 and 12 suffered separate fires.
Zeppelin raids in 1915/16 destroyed
various areas and the death of seven
people. In 1929, a fire at the electrical
premises of Rowland Todd, where
today’s Register/town council offices
are, brought about the sad death of a
child, Trevor Todd, despite the heroic
rescue of the infant by fireman Baldwin.
Other fires in the town at different
times were at The Bury Linen Shop
in 1965 (now Preston & Duckworth)
and Greene King’s electricians shop in
1979. In 1980 an arsonist was at work in
the town. The Bury Free Press offices
in Kings Road, when many important
archives were lost; Cramphorns in
Woolhall Street, B&G Audios in St
Johns Street, Howard Middle School
and Bury Sports Centre all torched.
Strangely they only occurred on a
Thursday. The Sports Centre had
another fire in 2004 the same year as
Premier Foods in Mildenhall Road.
Perhaps the most evocative fire the
town has had is that which took from
us the iconic Cupola House on the
evening of 16 June 2012. The causes
and concerns have been much debated.
Suffice to say the re-build unveiling
is eagerly awaited with trepidation.
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Looking back at Abbeygate Street: from the left, looking east from the Corn Exchange; Nice’s Garage where a petrol pump straddled the pavement; Garrards, one of several butchers on the road.

The changing face and influence of Bury’s very own ‘Bond Street’
It wasn’t all that long ago when
Abbeygate Street was the Bond Street
of the town, a stretch of individual and
thriving businesses, whose principals
took an active part in the running and
business life of the market town.
Some people took the view they wielded
too much power; others that they were
great guardians of our lovely old market
town.
Those were the days when Bury had
a busy cattle and livestock market – with
cattle arriving at Bury rail station and
being noisily herded up St Andrews
Street North to the sale rings.

The business and pleasure
of market days
Youngsters, and the not so young,
were often terrified as the sound of
the pounding hooves approached, and
rapidly took refuge behind gates of
front gardens as the drovers hollered
and physically encouraged their charges
up the hill. Once, I think, a cow got free
and caused mayhem in Woolworths.
It was the time, too, when Bury
really came alive on Wednesday market
days as the farming community from
west Suffolk and farther afield “came
to town”. As well as business, it was a
social occasion too. The impressive
Corn Exchange was then just that,
with the large floor area covered by
the wooden stalls of seed and feed
merchants from various corners of East
Anglia going about their business – and
extremely noisy it was. The buzz during
the afternoon trading session was that
8

Do you remember Abbeygate Street in its heyday? . . . Like the time
when one could happily cycle or drive up from the lovely Angel Hill –
and end up in the Buttermarket? Asks Burian Robin Williams.
of a gigantic beehive. I often wondered
what happened to all that wheat, barley
and other seed that littered the floor
at the end of the day’s dealing. I fancy
someone somewhere had some very
happy, well-fed hens.
There was the time when the very
future of the Corn Exchange building
appeared to be under threat – and the
corn merchants invoked the special
‘northern light’ that was said to exist
there as being important to the conduct
of their business. But the Wednesday
corn market ended – and the Corn
Exchange survived.

The floor of the Corn Exchange was
also used as a roller-skating rink, where
most of the youngsters hired pretty dire
strap-on, not very free-wheeling skates.
There were pukka boxing tournaments,
and also well-choreographed wrestling,
bouts (quite popular with some of the
ladies).
However, back to Abbeygate Street
itself. Opposite the Corn Exchange
with its impressive columns, on the
south-side, was the offices of the oldestablished solicitors’ firm, Bankes
Ashton, where the ‘reception’ area
featured one of those very welcoming,

Robin took this photograph of ladies and gents outfitters Wilks in Abbeygate Street which he
believes had entered into a shop window competition.

free-standing open-fronted coal fires,
seemingly presided over by an elderly
lady undoubtedly with the gentility of
yesteryear.
The practice was run by brothers,
Tom and John Ashton. Tom was Clerk
of the Peace, an important judicial
position, while John was the best
mitigating lawyer for miles around. Just
down the street from their premises
were the offices of the Sun Alliance
insurance (now Café Rouge), where
maybe the best-remunerated, young men
went about their business.
Next was the upmarket Henleys pram
and baby clothes shop (now a building
society) where they sold coach-built
prams so that mothers could proudly
display their tiny, precious occupants
probably three feet off the ground! Do
you remember Terry-towelling nappies
– and washing them? They sold them,
too. And next door was the International
(grocery) Stores, where assistants stood
behind counters and trotted off to
fetch a pound of sugar or whatever as
mothers ticked off items from their
shopping lists. (Now one of the several
building society/banks in town inhabit
the premises).
On the opposite side of the street
was Suffolk Paints, the wallpaper
and decorating shop (now a building
society/bank), and next door across
Skinner Street was Cross’s, the florists,
where the flower displays were merely
shown off in bottle-green metal vessels
dotted about on the bare-board floor.
Next door, at first-floor level, was the

Abbeygate Street from
the corner with the Buttermarekt looking east.
office of the constituency Conservative
Association, where the agent’s secretary
was well-versed, I’m told, in keeping a
sharp lookout across the Buttermarket.
I believe she would alert the agent
when a certain noble Lord was spotted
approaching – so that the agent could
sometimes be ‘out’ when the tall and
elegant visitor had made it up the stairs.

Passing Clouds and
Noel Coward
Opposite, on the corner of Whiting
Street and Abbeygate Street was Jenkins,
the chemists (now an outdoor clothing
shop) kept by larger-than-life character
Ken Jenkins, who puffed away on
expensive Passing Cloud cigarettes, and
then there was Whipps’, the fish and
game shop, kept by the flamboyant Cyril
Croger, who was a fine piano player and
sported an elegant tortoiseshell cigarette
holder. It seemed he belonged to the
world of Noel Coward. Where are these
characters nowadays?
The cold slab of Whipps’ was open
to the pavement in Abbeygate Street
and above it, at the appropriate time,
was a fine display of hanging braces
of pheasants, hares, etc. overseen
by a guardsman-looking gentlemen
who sported a fine dark military-style
moustached. Smile he did not.
Another of the primary businesses
of the time that comes to mind was

Plumpton’s (now still a prime ladies’
wear shop) on the corner of Abbeygate
Street and the Buttermarket, then in the
hands of one of the town’s aldermen – a
most elegantly turned-out man, George
Pemberton. Next door was the old-style
grocers Oliver’s (now a café and bakery)
where, if one could bear the noise,
they would grind coffee beans for you.
And then came Burdon’s the chemists
followed by, at the corner of Lower
Baxter Street, the upmarket watchmakers
and jewellers Thurlow Champness, kept
by Peter Champness, who became CO
of the local Royal Artillery TA unit. The
business, still of that title, continues to
add grace to Abbeygate Street.
On the south side and towards
the junction with the Buttermarket
was Gross & Co, solicitors, headed up
by former Town Clerk, John Knight
who devoted himself to town and
county council matters for many years
after leaving the paid staff of local
government.
Next door was Quant’s shoe shop
kept by a well-respected member of the
then tightly knit Bury Town Council,
Mark Petch, and son, John, who was a
leading light in Bury Amateur Operatic
and Dramatic Society.
Their popular Gilbert and Sullivan
and other shows were staged in what was
the Playhouse, a cinema/theatre in the
Continued on Page 10
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Fine clothes, food and
close encounters
From Page nine
Buttermarket, now an Argos catalogue
shop. Quant’s is still a shoe shop. Next
door was Aubrey Wilks’ ladies and gents
outfitters, used mainly by the business
fraternity and then came Stricklands,
another gents’ outfitters. On the Hatter
Street corner was the old-fashioned
chocolate and sweet shop of Long’s,
kept by a former Suffolk Regiment
career soldier, Mr O’Neill.
Opposite that, on the corner of
Abbeygate Street and High Baxter
Street was Dunn’s restaurant and
maker of fine cakes, kept by another
councillor, Ronnie Wilcox, where the
‘ladies’ of the town met for coffee and
leading businessmen had their own table
for lunch. They were served by elderly
ladies in uniform dresses with pinnies.
Next door was the double-fronted shop
Jarman’s, the ‘society’ photographer but
who also captured the local scene. To
this day photographs taken by Harry
Jarman and his son Oswald are being
used.
Next door was Groom’s the book,
stationery and pen shop, where Phyllis
and Marjorie Groom had a very loyal
following of customers. Still on the
north side but a little farther down
the street was Nice’s car showroom
and a petrol pump that straddled the
pavement. Often, just one car, perhaps
a single MG Magnette or a Morris
Oxford was displayed. (These were the
days when you really did need to know
someone to get a new car).

The 45th Annual General Meeting of the Bury St Edmunds Society will be held on
Thursday, 26th May 2015 in the Unitarian Meeting House
Ridley and Son,
Bury’s high
class grocers and
delicatessen.

Not every business comes to mind,
or was noteworthy, but on the corner
of Abbeygate Street and Lower Baxter
Street was Harpers Music Room, where
the young ladies demonstrating the
latest 78s vinyl records to mainly young
male customers, were presided over by
the ever watchful Miss Wormald.
Those were the days when a young
man would ask, hopefully the girl he had
in focus, about a certain record which
she would then fetch and accompany
him into one of the very small booths
for the demonstration!
Across Lower Baxter Street was J.
Bullens ‘cash draper and milliner’, where
the window display was, shall we say,
‘old hat’. There was also Parkington’s,
the bespoke tailor’s shop; Goldsmiths’
taxi office, the Phoenix Assurance
Company’s office and a greengrocers.
At the corner, facing Angel Hill, was
Rutter’s estate office, later Parnell’s
dress shop and now a coffee house and
restaurant (with a view over surely one
of the finest squares in England).
Back again across the street (south
side) on the corner with Angel Lane,
was Westgate’s seed and feed shop, and
then there was Payne’s, a fine and large
china shop (now Javelin’s) and next door
to that, towards
the Buttermarket,
was the butchers
of the town,
Barwell’s, kept by
one Ben Lacey
and son Maurice.
Ben was a
regular judge at
the Christmas fat
stock auction then
held in the cattle
market (now the
site of the Arc
A French-style patisserie now occupies the premises where once Barwells shopping centre).
the butchers plied their trade.
Those were the
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Refreshments will be served from 6.30pm and the meeting will commence at 7.00pm.
All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.
days when mothers fortunate enough
to have a (three number) telephone at
home, would ring through their order
for the weekend joint perhaps costing
seven shillings and sixpence (37p today)
– and it was delivered by trades bike.
It would last two days and on the third
day materialise perhaps as a cottage pie!
The shop there now offers the most
delicious looking cakes one is more
accustomed to seeing on the continent.
Next door was the highly regarded
Ridley’s gents’ outfitters and then
there was Field’s, the ladies (chiefly
underwear) shop, where the ‘revealing’
items were, it seemed, invariably pink.
(now another eatery). Smartly-dressed
Mr Field seemed to spend a lot of his
day out on the pavement – while his
sisters got on inside with the business.
On the south side towards the
Abbey Gate and beside Angel Lane
was the old-world Ridley’s, upmarket
grocers, where a good number of
customers were retired service officers
now dutifully under home orders and
carrying an array of open-top (!) wicker
baskets. Male and female shop assistants
would scuttle off to fetch individual
items as they were called for by their
sometimes ‘detached’ customers. It
closed in 1996 and was empty for many
months. Another eatery is there now.
A bit farther on towards the Abbey
Gate was Bayliss’s, a seller of fine leather
handbags, etc. and a tobacconists where
tobacco was weighed by the ounce or
half-ounce. They had a fine assortment
of smoking pipes. Opposite was
Ridley’s Paints kept by Don Field,
who was the power behind the scenes
for Bury’s then very successful annual
trades fairs organised by the local
chamber of commerce which filled the
Corn Exchange and the Athenaeum.
Abbeygate Street is still a fine street,
but . . .

AGENDA
1. Welcome and introduction by the Chairman
2. Presentation of Architectural Awards
3. AGM business
4. Apologies for absence
5. Approval of the Minutes of the previous AGM (2015) and any matters arising.
6. Chairman’s report
7. Planning Officer’s report
8. Treasurer’s report
9. Appointment of officers
10. Questions from the floor / open forum
11. Talk by Mark Cordell of OurBuryStEdmunds on ‘Business Improving Bury’
The minutes of the previous AGM are printed in this edition of Review. A summary of the
accounts is printed separately and will be available at the meeting.
Nominations for the Executive Committee 2016/17
Nominations for membership to the Executive Committee should be in writing and reach
the Society by NOON on Thursday 12th May 2016. All committee members who act as
Trustees must be paid-up members of the Society, aged 18 or over and live within the area
of St Edmundsbury Borough Council. Please email any nominations to timothy.r.page@
icloud.com or send them to The Risbygate Centre, 90 Risbygate, Bury St Edmunds, IP33
3AA. Any nominations should include the following information:
l
The full name, address and contact details of the nominee, a statement from the
nominee confirming their willingness to stand for election to the executive committee and,
separately, willingness to become a trustee of the Bury Society.
l
Full name, address and contact details of a Proposer and Seconder, who must also
be members of the Society.
The original email should be sent if possible from the nominee’s own email address, or if in
writing signed by the nominee.
Tim Page
Chairman
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Society is pursuing its core objectives
Spring has brought encouraging signs
of life in many areas of our wonderful
town that the Society has an interest in.
As a registered charity the Bury
St Edmunds Society is established to
pursue three objects in the town on
behalf of its members.
Public interest
The first object is to stimulate public
interest in the town.
Our Bury in Bloom sub-committee
goes from strength to strength under
the Chairmanship of Alan Jary and CoOrdinator Melanie Lesser.
This year marks 30 years of Bury
in Bloom and the town has already
enjoyed a visit by the BBC Radio 4
Gardeners Question Time programme
as part of the celebrations. Keep your
eyes peeled for news about the Love
Where You Live and 30 Trees initiatives
throughout the rest of the year.
The Society’s events team continues
to provide a varied and interesting
programme of talks and visits. I’m
delighted to announce that Stephen
Moody has joined this team as
Programme Secretary and Sue Savage
will continue as Membership Secretary.
I would like to celebrate the success
of James Sheen in stimulating public
interest through his “welovebse”
Facebook group. After less than six
months the group has over 12,000
members who share good news
and stories about the town. As the
town’s civic society, “We love Bury St
Edmunds” and I have been in touch
with James to see how our groups can
help each other.
Standards of planning and
architecture
The Society’s second object is to
promote high standards of planning
and architecture in the town.
Following the concerns highlighted
our Winter 2015 issue, I met with
Steven Wood, Head of Planning at
West Suffolk. Devolution for East
Anglia does not include development
control in its scope.
There are no current plans for
a merger of local planning control
departments into one shed of faceless
12

By Bury Society Chairman,
Tim Page

planners with no knowledge of the
town.
I understand West Suffolk has
appointed an officer to co-ordinate the
Town Centre Master Plan and some
retail analysis work has gone out for
tender. It looks like this important
project has finally left the departure
gate and is getting ready for take off.
In January I attended a packed public
meeting about the siting of a proposed
Waste Transfer Station. I was pleased
to see that the meeting was courteous
and there was a good quality debate. I
hope the traffic studies underway will
allay many of the concerns highlighted
during this consultation.
Roderick Rees, our Planning Officer
continues his sterling work analysing
and responding to individual planning
applications on behalf of the Society.
Sarah-Jane Stebbing, who provides
valuable professional knowledge to our
planning discussions, will step down at
this year’s AGM for a maternity break.
We wish her all the best and look
forward to welcoming her back as a
Trustee soon.
Preservation, protection,
development and improvement
of features of historic or public
interest
The final object of the Society is to
secure the preservation, protection,
development and improvement of
features of historic or public interest in
the town.
The town’s railway station is an
architectural gem which is threatened
by neglect. The Society and other local
bodies have lobbied to ensure the needs

of the railway station form part of the
rail franchise tender process.
The Society was dismayed when the
Government confirmed plans to close
the town’s Magistrates’ Court. We
are relieved to learn that many family
law cases will be held locally at Triton
House. But we remain concerned
about the fate of the building.
Another building whose fate is now
uncertain is the Post Office on Cornhill.
The Post Office service is likely to be
moved in with another retailer in the
town and the building sold or let for
other purposes.
In more positive news, the Guildhall
Project team have completed repairs
to the roof and secured a provisional
grant of £669,000 from the Heritage
Lottery Fund. They still need to find
£300,000 additional funding.
We still await news about the
completion of the rebuilding of Cupola
House.
In the Abbey Gardens the Magna
Carta sculpture, partly funded by our
Magna Carta 800 fund, was unveiled in
February and Alan Jary has taken on the
project of raising money to preserve
the unique sun dial.
As Chairman of the Society I work
with the Bury Water Meadows Group
committee, which continues to thrive.
Eight volunteers recently received inriver safety training. In the next few
months they will carry out river surveys
and a litter pick on World Rivers Day,
the 25th September.
Roy Proctor
I would like to highlight the work of
Roy Proctor as a Trustee for the last 10
years and Treasurer for the last seven.
Roy has been a fine steward of the
Society’s finances and will be replaced
by Doug Beardon as Treasurer.
He will also leave his own mark on
the town as he designed many of the
roundabout sculptures the Society has
helped erect.
The last of these will be the Flight
for Peace sculpture commemorating
the World War II USAF airmen who
flew from Rougham airfield.
Roy will be sorely missed after he
steps down at the AGM in May.

Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting
Held on Thursday May 28th 2015
in the Unitarian Meeting House at
7.00pm
1. Welcome and introduction by the
Chairman
The Chairman, Karen Hurden, opened
the meeting by welcoming all those
present. 53 members attended.
2. Presentation of
the Bury
Society’s Architectural Award
Roderick Rees, the Society’s Planning
Officer, announced that the recipients
of this Award for 2015 were local
builders Mothersole for their work
on the former Collis & Son premises
at 20 Abbeygate Street. Built in 1720
and a jewellers since 1805, it is now a
gentlemen’s outfitters.
The award was given for the
sympathetic and skilful refurbishment
of the front façade of the building.
The first floor Conversion into flats
is ongoing. The Chairman presented
the award to Graham Mothersole on
behalf of Mothersole Builders.
3. The AGM
3a Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Alan
Jary, Darren Johnston, Melanie Lesser,
Christopher Spicer, Colin Taylor and
Lucy Perkins.
3b Minutes of the Previous Meeting
These were approved and there were
no matters arising.
3c Chairman’s Report
l The Magna Carta exhibition in the
Cathedral Treasury was a momentous
occasion for Bury and was visited by
over 8,000 children and adults.
As well as to Margaret Charlesworth,
our appreciative thanks go to Mathew
Vernon for dealing with the ecclesiastical
authorities and to Sarah Friswell, the
Cathedral Public Relations Manager,
for her invaluable contribution to the
success of this event.
The celebrations continued into
October with the ‘Light and Sound
Trail’ and concluded with a Reception
in the Cathedral at which Lord Philips
of Sudbury spoke on the importance
of liberty.

l The

closure of the Tourist
Information Centre on Angel Hill –
a most unfortunate decision – was
opposed by the Society in a meeting
with the Borough Council, particularly
because at that time there were no plans
for its replacement. The Apex is an
inadequate alternative. But thanks to
the contributions of Martyn Taylor and
Sarah Friswell, an additional TIC has
been set up next to the Cathedral Shop,
and this seems to be working well.
l The Borough Council has proposed
holding regular meetings with the
Society in order to discuss these matters
of mutual concern.
l Skinner Street and A-boards. We had
held several meetings with the Borough
to discuss these issues, resulting in the
proposal that the bins be grouped down
one side of the street and be masked by
planters. An evening sack collection is
also being considered. The Society and
Borough have discussed the hazards of
A-boards in the town. To counteract
their proliferation, the Borough has
introduced new regulations requiring
proprietors to apply for permission
to have A-boards only outside their
premises.
l  Speeding in the Grid. Since Richard
Summers is already working on this
with the Churchgate Area Association,
we are supporting their initiatives.
l Bury in Bloom. Simon Pott has
retired as Chairman and as Trustee
of the Society, and Alan Jary has
been confirmed as his successor. We
greatly appreciate the tireless work of
Melanie Lesser in making Bury such an
attractive place to live. Judging for the
Certificates of Merit starts on 13th July
2015. If anyone wishes to participate
in the judging, please contact Melanie.
She is now organising the ‘Wolf Trail’
around the town.
l The Society continues to support
the Bury Water Meadows Group in
their efforts to preserve the quality of
the environment of the Rivers Lark and
Linnet.
l Events and Communications. We
continue to mount a variety of events,
and these are well attended. New ideas
are always welcome. We have a new
webmaster: Alan Baxter. Please use
the website for submitting new ideas,

asking for information and keeping in
touch with members of the Committee.
Welcome to John Saunders who has
joined the MCE sub-committee.
Karen concluded by wishing the Bury
Society every success in the future
under the new Chairman, Tim Page.
3d Planning Report
Roderick Rees reported that the main
event last year was the adoption of
Vision 2031 in September 2014. Five
major development sites have been
identified on the edge of the town at
Fornham, Moreton Hall, Barton Road,
Westley and Rushbrooke Lane. The
Society had been invited to comment
on all these sites as well as the proposed
housing at Tayfen Meadows, the new
secondary school at Moreton Hall and
the waste transfer station at Fornham.
Later this year we hope to be able to
view the Town Centre Master Plan and
also the County’s Sustainable Transport
Plan.
Roderick also reported on progress
of the Station Adopters Group and
in particular the proposed move of
the Art Galley to the Station Masters
House which is now a ‘building at
risk’. A meeting had been held with
the County Transport Officer who
recognises the potential of Bury Station
as an important rail transport hub, with
the electrification and extension of the
double track line to Cambridge.
A
paper
was
circulated
demonstrating the important cooperative link between the Society and
the Council. During the past year,
we have been invited to comment on
seven new projects prior to submitted
comments on eight further plans.
3e Treasurer’s Report
The Statement of Financial Activities
and the Balance Sheet for the financial
year ending March 31st were circulated
at the meeting. Roy Proctor pointed
out that the considerable increase in
the Society’s income in the last year was
largely attributable to the Magna Carta
800 celebrations, which had attracted a
£133,000 Heritage Lottery Grant.
There was also an increase in
membership subscription income
over the previous year of about £900.
Funds carried forward at the end of the
13

financial year were around £162,000.
This comprising Bury in Bloom
£73,000, Magna Carta 800 £6,000, Dr
Rae fund £57,000 the Bury Society
£26,000. The accounts were approved
by the Meeting.
3f Appointment of Officers
Tim Page reminded the meeting that
the Society was a charity which was
run by elected and co-opted trustees.
All the trustees proposed were elected
unanimously.
They included:
Timothy Page
(Chairman); Martyn Taylor (Vice
Chairman); Roy Proctor (Treasurer);
Roderick Rees (Planning); Sue Savage
(MCE); Margaret Wilkin (Secretary);
Alan Jary (Bury in Bloom); Sarah-Jane
Stebbing (Planning), Patrick Chung,
Colin Taylor, Margaret Charlesworth
and Darren Johnston.
3g Report on the Constitution
Tim Page suggested that the reasons
for the existence of the Society and
for joining it, which are enshrined in
the Constitution, had changed over
time, and it was now time to review and
revise the current Constitution.
In order that members of the
Society should have the opportunity
to put forward views, a meeting will be
held at 11am on Saturday 4th July 2015
at the Unitarian Meeting House.
3h Questions from the flow/open
forum
l In response to a question concerning
the future of the Art Gallery premises,
RR replied that no planning applications
had been received.
l Peter Plumridge told the meeting
that he had been notified by Abellio
that major works including repairs to
the canopy valences and improvements
to the platforms which had been due
to start this Summer would now be
delayed to the Autumn.
l Simon Harding enquired about the
future of 100 Southgate Street.
Roderick replied that he had heard
of interest from a builder, but no
planning application had yet been
received.
He anticipated that the application
would be for commercial premises but
would also include some flats.
There being no more questions, the
Chairman closed the AGM at this point.
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4. Talk by Richard Summers on
‘Town Planning’
Karen introduced the speaker, the
former President of the Town Planning
Institute and a long term supporter of
the Bury Society. Drawing on his wide
ranging experience and knowledge of
Town Planning, Richard gave a most
interesting and informative talk.
First he considered the formal
structures of town planning, stressing
in particular their democratic checks
and balances. Bury was then used as
an example of the application of these
regulations and finally Richard cited
international examples where the lack
of Town Planning had deleterious
effects on communities.
Richard then took questions on
the traffic problems in Bury, agreeing
that extensive development on the
circumference of historic towns always
posed a problem.
In-town parking could be capped
and public transport increased.
Junctions on ring-roads should have
adequate capacity. Significant changes
to traffic flow should be introduced
phased by phased.
Asked about Section 106 money,
Richard described it as a negotiated
agreement between the Planning
Authority and the developer, in which
the latter’s specified contribution must
be of direct local relevance.
Richard acknowledged however
that Section 106 could be argued down,
where the intricate checks and balances
were inadequate.
He was challenged on focusing
so selectively on the Churchgate area
(see above). He agreed, but ‘one has to
start somewhere’ and small scale was
preferable if the effects of the changes
introduced turned out to be negative
in economic, social or environmental
terms.
Regarding the proposed Hollow
Road Farm Waste Disposal Transfer,
for which the Council appeared to be
both ‘judge and jury’; Richard replied
that Local Planning Authorities must
abide by strict rules and must adhere to
the requirement for transparency.
l Tim thanked Richard for a
stimulating session, and then thanked
his predecessor, Karen for all her work
for the Society during her tenure as
Chair.
The meeting closed at 8.35pm

Life in Anglo-Saxon
West Stow explained

Heritage Consultant Alan Baxter
gave an impressive and humorous
presentation on the Anglo-Saxon site at
West Stow which is world famous for
being the first English village.
Setting the scene with a timeline of
the invasions from lands on the other
side of the North Sea and English
Channel, he explained that the AngloSaxons were much more sophisticated
than we may have thought.
Various well-preserved items had
been found in the excavations since Dr
Stanley West began the archaeological
digs in 1965. Lots of objects owned
by women have been found: ornate
brooches and beads and a delicate comb
carved from bone with iron rivets.
He gave an example of their
perceived English dialect based on the
vocabulary in ‘Beowulf ’ and likened the
pronunciation to that in ‘The Lord of
the Rings’.
Charcoal remains of the houses in
which the settlers lived showed they
had a pit beneath the floorboards, the
purpose of which was probably to
provide a warm, dry living area.
Members left with a much clearer
idea of the importance of West Stow
and its place in English history.
Sue Savage

Members enjoy Society events

Sue Savage reports on two special occasions
Stephen Moody made his debut as events organiser for the Society at the annual
coffee morning, above, on 16 April. He brought along a very impressive rhubarb
and almond cake, made personally, and it disappeared within minutes!
It was unfortunate that the date had to be moved forward by the Unitarian
Meeting House and it therefore clashed with another popular local event and
inevitably the number attending our coffee morning was reduced.
Nevertheless, those who did attend had the opportunity to suggest what sort
of events they would like us to organise for next year whilst they sampled the
coffee and delicious cakes. The feedback will be discussed at the next Membership,
Communications and Events sub-committee meeting in early May. Executive
committee members mingled and answered questions on the activities of the
Society and what is going on in the town.
We would like to see more members enjoying our events and will, as usual, do
everything possible to avoid the date coinciding with those of other local societies.

Town centre memories
I would like to express my thanks to the
contributors to this edition of Review. In
particular to Robin Williams who has
given us his memories of Abbeygate Street
in the not too far distant past.
Robin was my first boss when I arrived
to work at the East Anglian Daily Times
and it was his tolerance of a rather untidy
young reporter from Essex that enabled
me to develop a love for Bury which I now
very much consider to be my ‘home town’.
I hope you have enjoyed this edition.
Please remember that the opinions
expressed in it are not necessarily those of
the Bury Society.
The copy deadline for the Summer
edition is Monday 18 July.
Contributions are welcome to: carterrichard@tiscali.co.uk
Richard Carter, Editor

John Field’s talk on ‘Giles Cartoons’
was very well supported, with about
60 members present at the Unitarian
Meeting House.
Using slides of Ipswich cartoonist
Carl Giles’ work, John, pictured
above, explained how an important
chronological record of social and
political events had been created.
These daily publications in the
form of a regular cartoon in the Daily
Express newspaper were renowned for
making fun of topical news items using
policemen, football hooligans, animals,

the Duke of Edinburgh or ‘Grandma’
in order to make his point.
Giles was a prolific artist who
put lots of detail into his drawings
to make the buildings and situations
recognisable.
The early books of his cartoons, and
original drawings, have subsequently
become valuable collectors’ items.
From the comments afterwards
it was clear that many members were
not aware that Giles was from Ipswich
and had not previously regarded the
cartoons as a pictorial record of events.
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Lasting reminder of our
Magna Carta connection
A significant and lasting memorial to Bury St Edmunds’
800-year link to the Magna Carta was unveiled in the Abbey
Gardens on 6 February.
The feature, entitled ‘Our Liberty’ and designed by a
Suffolk artist, uses original Abbey stone, bronze and steel
and follows last year’s national 800 year anniversary.
Academic research has proved that Bury played a more
crucial role in the build-up to the sealing of the Magna Carta
than previously thought.

‘Our Liberty’
Research by Professor David Carpenter for his book ‘Magna
Carta’ uncovered new evidence which provides proof that
the meeting of rebellious barons not only took place in the
town’s Abbey in 1214 but also that they met around October
19th 1214, a month earlier than previously suggested.
Professor Carpenter unveiled the new feature for guests
from London and Bury including Society members.
Local artists had been invited to submit proposals
for a memorial to a Bury Society sub-committee. The
winning design was by Nigel Kaines of ‘Designs on Metal’,
Stowlangtoft.
Nigel’s ‘Our Liberty’ design shows spears and banners

Members and guests gather to witness the unveiling of the memorial
to Magna Carta by Prof. David Carpenter and Mayor of St
Edmundsbury, Patrick Chung.
(Photo: Alan Baxter)
of the barons who met in Bury St Edmunds in 1214, with
bronze scrollwork displaying shields carrying the important
commemorative events.
The whole design is supported on original stone from the
Abbey – stones which might have been witness to the arrival
of the barons all those years ago.
Sue Savage

MEMBERS’ PROGRAMME
THURSDAY 26 MAY
6.30pm for 7pm start
Annual General Meeting
Formalities followed by a talk on
‘Businesses Improving Bury’ by
Mark Cordell of Our Bury St Edmunds
‘The Business Improvement District’
and what has been done and what it
is intended to do for the benefit of
businesses, the town, its residents and
visitors.
Unitarian Meeting House,
Churchgate Street
THURSDAY 28 JULY
Day Trip
Eltham Palace followed by a
Thames River Cruise
Coach leaves Ram Meadow carpark at
7.30am.
Eltham Palace is a 1930’s mansion
built by textile millionaires Stephen &
Virginia Courtauld.
Situated in south London, this
splendid Art Deco masterpiece captures
the glamour and allure of this period –
a world of tennis, croquet and cocktails
on the terrace.

After time for lunch there is a
Thames Cruise from Greenwich to
Westminster Pier.
£45 pp for members and friends (£35.00
for English Heritage members). Lunch
not included.
Booking form in this issue of the Review
SATURDAY 10 SEPTEMBER
Heritage Event Green Badge guide,
Martyn Taylor gives an illustrated talk
on ‘An A-Z of Bury St Edmunds’.
What landmarks and details might we
have missed around Bury?
The Quaker Meeting House,
St Johns Street

Free to everyone but please book at the
Tourist Information Point at Angel Hill
THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER
Quiz Night The ‘multiple-choice’
questions will be on Bury St Edmunds
past and present All welcome but
booking is essential. Teams of 4
people. £10 per head including fish
& chip supper. St Edmund’s Catholic
Church crypt, Westgate Street
Booking form in Summer edition of Review
SATURDAY 21 JANUARY 2017
Annual Lunch
Southgate Community Centre

Don’t miss the opportunity
to add your weight to the Bury Society team.
Apply for membership now.
Either use the website: theburysociety.org.uk to download a
membership form from the Home Page by clicking the
“Join us” panel
or
telephone the Membership Secretary, Sue Savage
on 01284 719243

