
Anglia in Bloom judges were in 
Bury St Edmunds a month before the 
Britain in Bloom judges arrive to cast 
their eyes over the floral displays and 
gave the town their seal of approval.
They said how it had the “wow” 
factor last year and that it exceeded it 
this time round.
Nigel Bloxham and Alan Lovett 
visited on July 17 and were shown 
around by Melanie Lesser, Bury in 
Bloom co-ordinator; Damien Parker, 
service manager Operations Leisure 
and Culture at St Edmundsbury 
Borough Council; and Rebecca 
Davis, the council’s Horticultural and 
Grounds maintenance officer.
The tour started from St 
Edmundsbury Cathedral and included 
walking around the historic core of 
the town, meeting residents and 

business owners before driving to 
Tollgate Primary and Nursery School.
They visited the “River of Flowers” 
on Tollgate Triangle, looked around 
Angel Hill and then walked around 
the Abbey Gardens before going for 
lunch at Bury in Bloom’s sponsor 
Greene King’s Brewery Café 
travelling by West Suffolk College’s 
mini bus via St Mary’s Church and St 
Mary’s Square. 
During the tour the judges heard a 
short playlet written by local actress 
and author Hatty Ashton about St 
Edmund, had a chance to try the 
Bury St Edmunds rickshaw as well 
as viewing a couple of the World War 
1 trail sculptures and all the floral 
displays around the town.
Their three hour tour of the town 
included Angel Hill, Abbey Gardens, 

Churchgate Street, Langton Place, 
the newly opened Guildhall gardens, 
Cornhill, the Arc Shopping Centre, 
and Tollgate Primary and Nursery.
Mr Bloxham said: “We said last year 
the town had the ‘wow’ factor and 
despite the drought this year it is 
even better, a credit to all involved.”
Melanie Lesser, Bury in Bloom 
co-ordinator said: “It was a pleasure 
to show the judges around the town, 
all the volunteers and St 
Edmundsbury staff involved have 
worked so hard to keep the hanging 
baskets and planting around the 
town looking so good.”
Britain in Bloom judges are due to 
judge the town on 
Tuesday, July 31 and the 
Anglia in Bloom award ceremony 
is at The Apex on September 12. 

Anglia in Bloom judges cast 
their eyes over floral displays 

Anglia in Bloom judges Nigel Bloxham and Alan Lovett with Bury in Bloom representatives in Bury St Edmunds.
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Poppies from recycled items on show
Bury in Bloom co-ordinator 
Melanie Lesser reports on the 
many activities and initiatives over 
the past few months. 

Melanie Lesser, Michelle Freeman and Max Weatherby with the poppies.

Bury in Bloom have commissioned 
The Crafty Foxes to run workshops 
to create poppies from recycled 
items.
The workshops have been run by Mi-
chelle Freeman with various groups 
around the town including primary 
and middle schools, West Suffolk 
College, a scout group and Gate-
house. The poppies created went on 
display in the Abbey Gardens in front 
of the mosaic on July 12 and created 
a field of poppies where the World 
War 1 bicycle by Trudi Edmunds is 
also on display. Each poppy has been 
named so all those that participated 
can see their poppy in the field of 
flowers.The poppies have been made 
from many different waterproof recy-
cled materials including plastic bags, 
tin cans, plastic spoons and fabric.
Hawksmoor Investment Management 
have sponsored the project and Max 
Weatherby, Hawksmoor’s senior 
investment manager, joined in the 
workshop at Gatehouse to make 
poppies from recycled carrier bags.
Hawksmoor has an office in Bury St 
Edmunds as well as offices in 
London, Exeter, Dorchester and 
Taunton.

Sensory Garden in The Abbey 
Gardens 
The sensory garden, situated in the 
Abbey Gardens, has been 
transformed with over 125 plants and 
two candyfloss trees. This 
makeover was part of a project initi-
ated by the Royal Horticult-
ural Society and included volunteers 
from Bury in Bloom, Abbey Gardens 
volunteer gardeners and staff and 
students from Angel Hill College. 
Angel Hill College is part of SEN-
DAT (Special Educational Needs and The new water bowser for the Abbey Gardens.

Disabilities Academy Trust) who are 
based on Angel Hill. The “Grey to 
Green” project has involved all stag-
es of creating a garden from consul-
tation and design to ground prepara-
tion and planting. The group has had 
some lovely ideas about how to give 
more sensory impact to the garden 
including wind chimes, herbs and 
scented plants, improving the braille 
signage and using bamboos and other 
grasses to create sound in the garden 
as well as creating signage. 
Several of the plants were grown 
at the college and Bury in Bloom 
donated towards the scheme, B&Q 
provided a grow house and the RHS 
£500 for materials and plants. RHS 
community outreach advisor Alison 
Findlay worked with the students to 
grow over 40 plants. Other plants 
came from Nowton Park Nursery, 
RHS Garden Wisley’s Plant Centre, 
Howards Nursery and Sandy Lane 
Nursery. 

The Bowser
A new water bowser has been 
purchased which will be able to reach 
areas of Bury St Edmunds’ historic 
Abbey Gardens that were previous-
ly difficult to reach. Donations for 
the bowser have come from Bury in 
Bloom, Our Bury St Edmunds, the 
Abbey Gardens Friends and locality 
budget awards from Suffolk County 
councillor Robert Everitt, and Bury 
town councillors Andrew Speed 
and Jo Rayner. This new piece of 
equipment has already proved very 
useful in reaching areas which have 
previously been difficult to water 
such as the banks of the River Lark, 
the Cathedral planters and near the 
ruins during the very dry weather this 
summer. Previously, the gardening 
team were forced to drag out long 
hosepipes, which was very time con-
suming. It is hoped that the bowser 
will help to ensure the central beds in 
the gardens look their floral best.
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44 oak finials for new posts in Abbey Gardens
A group of woodturners from Bury 
St Edmunds have produced 44 oak 
finials for the new posts in the town’s 
beautiful Abbey Gardens. 
The Bury Woodturning Club were 
approached by Rebecca Davis, St 
Edmundsbury Borough Council’s 
Horticultural and Grounds mainte-
nance officer, to see if they would be 
interested in producing the finials af-
ter the old rotten posts were replaced 
in the gardens. 
Club members volunteered to make 
the finials and they have now been 
installed on the posts. 
New and existing climbing roses will 
be trained to grow up the posts and 
along the wires which run in between 
them. 
The club has also produced two 
plaques, which will be installed to 
inform visitors to the gardens about 
its involvement with the project. 

Tollgate Primary and new planters 
Children had a lovely time plant-
ing up the bed on April 23 at the 
front of the school with help from 
their teacher David Morris, Bury in 
Bloom volunteer Jane Hamblin and 
councillor Diane Hind who together 
with councillor David Nettleton had 
used part of their locality budgets to 
support the project.
Jane had chosen plants that would 
create a mini “River of Flowers”.
St Edmundsbury’s landscapes team 
delivered the bark chippings giving 
the children much excitement.
Bury in Bloom also donated a new 
wheelbarrow and pop up garden bins 
for the project. 

Poppy Bollards
Some of the Lark and Linnet Bollards 
have been replaced with wraps using 
photographs of the poppies created in 
The Crafty Foxes workshops.
The bollards are on the Anglia and 
Britain in Bloom routes around the 
town and their logos together with 
Bury in Bloom and The Crafty Foxes 
logos will be on the top of the 
bollards.

Hanging baskets with peat
This year Bury in Bloom and St 
Edmundsbury Borough Council are 
trialling a peat-fee compost in a third 
of the baskets that will be on 
display across the town. 
Compost company Melcourt 
donated Sylvagrow which is being 
used in 170 of more than 500 hang-
ing baskets.

The baskets with the product in them 
will have the Sylvagrow logo on 
the bottom and will be monitored 
throughout the summer season to see 
how well the flowers flourish. 
Mrs Lesser, Melcourt’s technical 
director Catherine Dawson and 
Rebecca Davis of St Edmundsbury 
Borough Council were shown the 
baskets at Woolpit Nurseries by 
Andrew Brain before they went on 
display around the town.  

Members of the Bury Woodturning Club with Melanie Lesser and Rebecca 
Davis in the Abbey Gardens after presenting the 44 finials for the news posts.

 Pupils at Tollgate Primary School planting their flower bed. 

Jo Churchill MP’s visit to 
St Edmunds Primary School
Jo Churchill asked Bury in Bloom if 
she could visit and help in a school 
garden and Jean Hardy, our Young 
Green Fingers co-ordinator, arranged 
a visit for her to St Edmunds School. 
Everyone got involved in weeding 
and planting in the garden and Jo 
was impressed with the children’s 
knowledge. A special thank you must 
go to Sue Vince, the very dedicated 
teaching assistant at the school. 
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The Angel Hill, in Bury St Edmunds, 
was transformed into a film set early 
in July as writer-director Armando 
Iannucci brought filming of his latest 
movie “The Personal History of 
David Copperfield” to town.
The film stars Dev Patel, Peter 
Capaldi, Tilda Swinton, Hugh 
Laurie, Aneurin Barnard and 
Rosalind Eleazar and production took 
over the square turning it into a 
Dickensian scene.
Filming took place in and around 
Angel Hill and The Athenaeum and 
at the atmospheric Theatre Royal. 
Although Charles Dickens
famously paid at least two trips to 
Bury St Edmunds, staying at The 
Angel Hotel and giving public read-
ings of his novels at The Athenaeum, 
the filming was all about turning 
Bury into Victorian London.
Patel shot to fame in “Slumdog 
Millionaire” as the title character and 
stars alongside Dr Who character 
Capaldi as Mr Micawber.
Producer Kevin Loader said that 
originally they weren’t thinking of 
using Suffolk as a location but were 
just visiting locations where David 
Copperfield was set or Dickens had 
visited. 
“But, when we saw Angel Hill and 
The Athenaeum we knew we just had 
to use it. Also, I have never seen a 
more impressive coaching inn than 
The Angel Hotel, it’s huge and it 
looks just perfect for what we need.”
Loader, who produced Iannucci’s last 
hit “The Death of Stalin” as well as 
“Alan Partridge: Alpha Papa”, said 
that the discovery of a period theatre 
in Bury’s Theatre Royal clinched the 
deal. The director filmed the young 
David Copperfield’s arrival in 
London by having all the carriages 
and horses moving about on Angel 
Hill. Then, at the end of the week, the 
company spent two days shooting at 
The Theatre Royal. Iannucci said that 
because of the number of coaches 
and horses being used in the Angel 
Hill scene, cast and crew numbered 
over 200 people, while later in the 
week, the smaller-scale dialogue 
scenes at the theatre only required a 

Filming comes to the Angel Hill
for new David Copperfield movie

Filming on Angel Hill, in Bury St Edmunds, for the movie “The Personal 
History of David Copperfield.”

crew of 80. Screen Suffolk have been 
instrumental in suggesting possible 
locations and liaising with local 
councils and nearby residents. The 
film is due for release at the end of 
next year.                       Russell Cook

Award-winning chef 
takes over town pub
Award-winning chef Ben Hutton 
has taken on the former Queens 
Head pub in Bury St Edmunds and 
aims to re-open it later in the 
summer. His existing business 
Ben’s Restaurant is only a few 
yards along Churchgate Street from 
the pub. He opened that four years 
ago, returning to his home after 
studying at university having grown 
up in Thurston.
He worked in various pubs and 
restaurants, learning on the job, 
before deciding to open his own 
restaurant. Ben’s has 53 covers and 
the pub would be a new venture 
as the restaurant will continue to 
operate as normal.

Armed Forces Day hailed a success
Armed Forces Day in Bury St 
Edmunds was hailed a huge success.
It was held in the Abbey Gardens 
on Sunday, July 1, three days after a 
special Beating Retreat was held on 
Angel Hill which included a fly-

past by Apache helicopters based 
at Wattisham Airfield. The Abbey 
Gardens’ event featured a host of 
attractions including a display from 
throughout the ages, historical exhi-
bitions and lots of actitivies.



The Society is generally supportive 
of bringing new homes into the town 
centre, but we are concerned that 
several recent applications demon-
strate over-development of often very 
constricted sites. 
As a result, we lodged an objection 
to plans for the redevelopment of 
Cornhill Walk comprising two retail 
units, a gymnasium and 49 flats. 
We were concerned about the scale of 
development, the impact on 
Moyse’s Hall, its monolithic appear-
ance, overlooking properties on Well 
Street and servicing arrangements. 
We also queried the viability of 
over large shops in this location. 
The Suffolk Preservation Society, 
Historic England and the conserva-
tion officer have all expressed similar 
concerns. 
We also objected to plans to demolish 
the existing Lloyds Bank premises 
on Risbygate Street and build 55 
flats. 
The Society questioned the overall 
scale of development and expressed 
concern that the design lacked any 
local context. 
Historic England and the conserva-
tion officer again appear to share the 
Society’s point of view. 
The Society lodged an objection 
to plans to convert the redundant 
Health Centre on Looms Lane into 
16 two-bedroom flats. 
We said the design was bulky and 
monolithic and had no local context. 
We were also unhappy with revised 
plans for 16 flats on St Andrews 
Street South on grounds of road 
safety and over-development. 
We said the new design looks squat 
and asked for the basement flats to be 
deleted. 
Perhaps more importantly, if one 
takes into consideration sites which 
have already gained approval but 
have not yet been built out, such as 
the 135 flats on Station Hill and 
46 flats on Tayfen Road, we now 
have potentially well over 300 new 
apartments planned for the town 
centre – is there really such a demand 
for this one type of accommodation? 
Elsewhere, the Society wrote to say 
we had strong reservations about 
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the full width shop front and fascia 
proposed for the replacement Cycle 
King premises on Angel Hill.
We also welcomed the new plans for 
the Abbeygate Sixth Form Centre 
at King Edward VI School, but we 
were concerned about parking, stress-
ing there are already problems on 
Beetons Way. 
Responding to concerns expressed 
by local members, we objected to the 
flagrant new signage for The Range 
on Western Way - but this must 
wait, as the applicant has now lodged 
an appeal. 

Looking to the future, the Magis-
trates Court on Honey Hill has 
been actively marketed over the past 
few weeks with a view to conversion 
into flats – but no formal planning 
application has yet been made - and 
Greater Anglia have said they are 
looking into providing a new car park 
at the Railway Station. 
The Society has also expressed its 
support for the preliminary concept 
plans for the redevelopment of the 
former Post Office.

                                    Roderick Rees

Concerns about over-development of 
sites for new homes in town centre

Suffolk Churches Ride and Stride 
event to take place in September
Thousands of people will cycle or 
walk between a number of churches 
in West Suffolk to raise money for 
the care and maintenance of the 
historic buildings.
The Suffolk Churches Ride and 
Stride, previously known as the 
Suffolk Historic Bike Ride, will be 
held on Saturday, September 8.
Participants choose their own route 
from more than 500 churches, which 
are open for the event, cycling or 

walking to as many or as few as 
they wish.
Sponsorship money is divided 
equally between the participant’s 
chosen church and the Suffolk 
Historic Churches Trust - which 
gives grants for repairs to the 
buildings. Last year the event raised 
£160,000 and donations can also be 
collected via JustGiving
Contact 01787 883884 or visit 
www.shct.org.uk for more details.
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Our visit to Euston Hall took place 
on Friday, May 11, and we were 
blessed with glorious sunshine to 
accompany us. 
The coach left Ram Meadow slightly 
late due to an accident on the A14 
which led to major diversions around 
the town, but eventually we settled 
down for the short drive to Euston.
A total of 40 Bury Society members 
joined the event and we were met 
by the house manager and two tour 
guides who were going to take us 
around the house. 
We split into two groups and one 
group went around the house whilst 
the other group had a chance to 
explore the gardens, church, water-
mill and river. 
After a 90-minute tour, the groups 
swapped places to enable everyone 
to have a better tour of the house in a 
smaller group.
Very much a family home rather than 
a show house, the hall is the home 
of the Duke and Duchess of Grafton 
and is still tied in the traditional way 
to the village of Euston - everyone 
we spoke to either lives or works on 
the estate and there is very much a 
feeling of community.
The estate lands originally belonged 
to Bury St Edmunds Abbey and 
provided a large income to the 
church. 
In 1666, the estate lands were pur-
chased by Henry Bennet - Earl of 
Arlington – who was secretary of 
state to Charles II. 
He constructed a grand house in the 
French style around a courtyard. 
Charles II made several visits to the 
new house. 
In 1672, the King arranged a 
marriage between the nine-year-old 
Henry Fitzroy (his illegitimate son by 
his mistress Barbara Villiers) and 
Isabella Bennet, the five-year-old 
Earl’s heiress and the couple were 
given the title of Duke and Duchess 
of Grafton in 1675.
In the 1750’s, the second Duke 
remodelled the house, but in 1902 
a disastrous fire swept through the 
building destroying the south and 

Wonderful trip to Euston Hall by 
40 members of the Bury Society 

west wings. Although quickly rebuilt, 
it was decided in 1952 to demolish 
both wings.
The current gardens and grounds 
were designed by William Kent in 
1738 and are considered his greatest 
work. 
The gardens comprise 110 acres of 
parkland and 65 acres of pleasure 
grounds. 
Capability Brown worked at Euston 
between 1776 and 1784 and used the 
remodelled house as his inspiration 
for the grounds.
We were taken around the house 
by very knowledgeable guides who 
enthused about the art works includ-
ing Reubens and Van Dyck. We were 
able to visit most of the house as over 
four years of restoration work had 
just been completed before our visit. 

It was lovely to see the house as a 
family home, with current photos, 
guitars and even computer games 
used by the family and whilst there 
we were able to catch a glimpse of 
the current Duke and Duchess.
After our tours of the house and 
grounds, we all met back at the old 
kitchen where we were served tea, 
coffee and cakes -  a lovely way to 
conclude our visit. 
Before returning to the coach, we 
arranged a group photo to remem-
ber the day. 
Huge thanks to everyone who 
joined us on our trip, I hope you 
enjoyed your visit and will join us 
again for future trips.

                                Stephen Moody
                              Events Secretary

People visiting Euston Hall. 



Plans to turn Society into a CIO is 
agreed at annual general meeting 
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The Bury Society Annual 
General Meeting 2018 took place on 
the evening of Thursday, May 24, 
at the Unitarian Meeting House, in 
Bury St Edmunds.
A welcoming glass of wine or soft 
drink greeted over 70 Society 
members who joined in with discus-
sions and heard presentations from 
Rod Rees on planning and devel-
opment matters, Doug Beardon our 
treasurer and Tim Page our secretary.
The meeting heard with interest 
about the proposals to convert the 
Bury Society into a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation [CIO] - a 
more modern form of the traditional 
charity. 
The members voted to pass the 
special resolution to convert the 
society from an unincorporated 
association to the CIO.   
A number of questions were raised 
and answered by the secretary and 
approval to make the conversion was 
given by the members.
The Trustees are now applying to the 
Charity Commission which is the 
first step in this process.
Members also took the opportunity 
to renew their subscriptions which 
are now due - Sue Savage will al-
ways welcome early renewal which 

Members attending the Bury Society AGM voting on the motion to convert 
the Bury Society into a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.

helps spread the workload.
The AGM was followed by a tasty 
evening buffet, provided by Stephen 
Moody, the events secretary, giving 
a chance to meet and socialise with 
other members. 
The evening concluded with a talk by 
Martyn Taylor on Mary Tudor, Queen 
of France and Duchess of Suffolk 
who is, of course, buried in St Mary’s 
Church. 

Martyn kindly stepped in literally 
at the very last minute as our guest 
speaker – Terry Hunt from the EADT, 
was taken into Papworth Hospital for 
emergency surgery.
I passed on our very best wishes to 
Terry from everyone and heard back 
that he is now on the mend.

                                  Stephen Moody
                                Events Secretary 

Roderick Rees, Bury Society’s planning officer, giving his 
report to the annual general meeting.

Enjoying the selection of food available at the Bury 
Society’s annual general meeting.

Businesses celebrate Independents Week with a variety of attractions
Small businesses in Bury St Ed-
munds celebrated Independents 
Week early in July with a number 
of attractions.

The mayor of St Edmundsbury 
Margaret Marks visited several 
businesses and there was a 
celebratory feel in the town centre.

There was also a call for shop-
pers to not forget about the town’s 
hard-working smaller businesses for 
the other 51 weeks of the year.
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Time is moving on.
Vision 2031, consisting of three 
Local Plans; Bury St Edmunds 
Vision 2031; Haverhill Vision 2031; 
and Rural Vision 2031; were 
adopted on September 23, 2014, and 
will identify where growth will be 
allowed.  
What is also important are schools, 
local shops and some form of 
community involvement; these must 
not be forgotten, nor must social 
housing. 
Infrastructure will determine most of 
these elements but can be a “catch 
22”; no roads, no houses, these need 
to be sold to pay for the roads.
We have seen, after exhaustive 
archaeological digs, housing slowly 
but surely at Marham Park heading 
towards Fornham All Saints and 
Moreton Hall towards Rougham, 
whilst Rushbrook is waiting in the 
wings. 
Station Hill and the former EMG 
and gasworks site is now cleared and 
awaiting development. 
The former Lucky Break Snooker 
Club’s adjacent buildings have been 
demolished and the site piled ready 
for construction, these are all recently 
new applications but what about the 
future of existing properties that were 
once commercial being converted to 
residential use? 
Cornhill Walk, the former Lloyds 
Bank in Risbygate Street and Palm-
ers Homestore are just ripe for this. 
Palmers Department Store itself 
awaits an unknown future, whilst the 

Looking at the changing face of 
Bury St Edmunds as time moves on

Cornhill Walk, above, is ripe for being converted into residential use along 
with Palmers Homestore, below right, and how it used to look when it was a 
Glasswells store, below left.
former Post Office issue and link to 
the Arc looks like it will finally be 
resolved. 
We cannot afford to lose too many 
properties for the sake of extra 
residential use; Bury has always 
been a prosperous town that at-
tracts visitors, these and residents 
enjoy the shopping experience, our 
Wednesday and Saturday markets 
testify to this. 
Nevertheless, these should not be 
taken for granted, there is only so 
much that stallholders will pay for 
their pitches. 
For quite a while now Abbeygate 
Street has been described as “Café 
Culture”, a high number of coffee 
shops and national chain eateries 

ply their trade here, the town has 
acquired a reputation for places to 
eat out.
We are also very fortunate that the 
burgeoning Suffolk Business Park 
will attract more commercial 
enterprises, jobs for many of the 
5,000 houses that are to be built 
in and around the town beckon. 
Lastly, let us not forget that we are 
a medieval town constrained by its 
ancient grid, the enormous pressure 
put on this and the green areas that 
are the lungs of the town must be 
considered.
It is hoped that Vision 2031 and the 
Town Centre Master Plan will be fit 
for purpose.
                                  Martyn Taylor
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Construction of West Suffolk’s 
new state of the art waste man-
agement facility is underway, 
signalling the start of delivery 
of a £32 million investment in 
future-proofing the area’s waste 
management by updating and 
streamlining services on one site.
The 16 acre site at Hollow Road 
Farm on the northern edge of Bury 
St Edmunds, is being developed 
in partnership by St Edmundsbury 
Borough and Forest Heath District 
Councils, (responsible for waste 
collection in West Suffolk), and 
Suffolk County Council, (respon-
sible for waste disposal). When 
open, in late autumn 2019, it will 
offer a waste transfer station, a 
new Household Waste Recycling 
Centre, a vehicle workshop and a 
re-use shop. 
Main contractor, construction and 
infrastructure company, Morgan 
Sindall has developed an integrat-
ed community engagement pro-
gramme into their delivery strate-
gy, enabling local residents, who 
are represented by a Community 

Liaison Group, to be involved, 
particularly at key milestones in 
the project.
Sarah Broughton, chair of the 
Community Liaison Group 
and also St Edmundsbury ward 
member for nearby Great Bar-
ton ward, said: “The local com-
munity has held this project to 

account from the outset and through 
its activism and tenacity has influ-
enced the design and delivery of the 
site. Construction will bring its own 
challenges and I welcome the con-
tractor’s commitment to engaging 
with residents through the Commu-
nity Liaison Group, to keep them 
involved and informed.”

Work gets underway to create 
waste hub for Bury St Edmunds

Pictured above Partners and contractors mark the breaking of ground at the 
Hollow Road Farm site of West Suffolk’s new operational hub. 

Historic landmarks and flowers project 
by Bury in Bloom artist in residence
A workshop was held at St 
Edmund’s Catholic Primary 
school with the Bury in Bloom’s 
artist in residence to create large 
3D flowers using a variety of 
techniques and materials. This 
was one of 16 workshops which 
have taken place at nurseries and 
pre-schools, schools, the West 
Suffolk College, sheltered hous-
ing, nursing homes and Gate-
house. The project has involved 
residents aged from two to 97 
years old. The display of the 
artwork will be in the Cathedral 
Cloisters until August 5 and will 
include pictures of the town’s his-
toric landmarks as backdrops.
The project has been sponsored 

Copy deadline for next 
edition of the Review
The copy deadline for the next 
edition of the Bury Society 
Review is Monday, November 5.
Please email copy to the editor 
Russell Cook at russellcook@sky.
com

by Treatt and with locality budgets 
from councillors Andrew Speed 
and Joanna Rayner.

Latest roundabout sponsor 
Sheridans and Larkbridge are 
Bury in Bloom’s latest roundabout 
sponsors.
Bury in Bloom has 20 roundabouts 
and triangles around the town that 
are all sponsored now.

Gunners Tree re-dedication 
The Bury St Edmunds 
Royal Artillery Association held a 
rededication ceremony for a new 
memorial tree on Angel Hill. The 
new hornbeam commemorates 
“those gunners from west Suffolk 

who gave their lives in the service 
of their country”. The original tree 
and plaque was donated by 
Brigadier Denis Blomfield-Smith 
but it died due to ground contami-
nation and a new tree was obtained 
and planted in November with 
help from Bury in Bloom and Bury 
St Edmunds Town and Borough 
Councils. 



10

It seems unbelievable that the newly 
rejuvenated Guildhall was once on 
the Historic England’s Heritage at 
Risk register, but that’s how low the 
fortunes of this country’s longest 
continuously serving civic building 
had sunk once the council no longer 
had a use for the premises in the ear-
ly 1980s. That is, until the Guildhall 
Feoffment Trust with a vision for the 
building came to its rescue. 
The catalyst was a rumour that the 
council intended to sell the Guildhall. 
Mr Pott, current chairman of the 
Guildhall Heritage Trust was quick 
to point out to the council that it was 
not theirs to sell, confirmed 
equally swiftly by The Charities 
Commission, who also pointed out 
the original Feoffment Trust’s own-
ership of 79 Whiting Street (formerly 
Hall Keeper’s Cottage) and Moyse’s 
Hall. 
Simon Pott stated: “This was good 
and bad news in equal measure for 
the Trust. Good in that we had firm 
control of the building, but bad in 
that, being a charity, we did not have 
the great sums needed to restore 
the Guildhall, or indeed the costs of 
dilapidations.” 
This was when, with great determi-
nation, a plan for the future of the 
building was conceived.
The first objective was to secure 
funding and as soon as a scheme was 
submitted to the Lottery Heritage 
Fund in 2013, Historic England felt 
confident to remove the Guildhall 
from being “at risk”. More impor-
tantly, the Heritage Lottery Fund 
provided development funding in 
2014 and, having seen the conserva-
tion plan, full delivery phase funding 
in 2016. Other generous grants were 
received from Historic England, 
anonymous private donors and even 
local charities such as The Bury 
Society/Bury in Bloom which grant-
ed the significant sum of £20,000. 
Martyn Taylor, the chairman, com-
ments: “The Bury Society is commit-
ted to such projects which look after 
the heritage of yesteryear, today and 
for the future”. 
Altogether £2,000,000 was raised 

for this project of local and national 
importance.
The first two phases of the work 
concentrated on the roof, commenc-
ing initially on the front range in 
2015, followed by the back range in 
2016/17. 
One great find (amongst so many) 
was that a dendrochronologist from 
Historic England could accurately 
date the roof timbers on the existing 
building to the winter of 1366/67  – 
making them some 100 years older 
than previously thought. 
Unfortunately some fine, carved King 
and Queen roof trusses must remain 
hidden from the public’s eyes.
Once renovations commenced on the 

heart of the Guildhall, James 
Mellish, the overall project manager, 
was quickly immersed in uncovering 
both intriguing finds and obstacles to 
the building works, in equal measure. 
One major obstacle was the 
uncovering of a 20ft well in the 
Tudor kitchen courtyard, exactly 
beneath the position of the proposed 
disabled lift.
Also asbestos was uncovered in 
greater quantities than first evaluated. 
Conversely, amongst the finds under 
part of the floor in the lobby was an 
early example of recycling in the 

Continued on next page
From previous page

Still making history by bringing 
the iconic Guildhall back to life

The frontage of the historic and renovated Guildhall in Guildhall Street, Bury 
St Edmunds.

The banqueting hall in the renovated Guildhall.
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Melanie Lesser, Bury in Bloom’s 
co-ordinator was invited to judge 
the school and show gardens at the 
Suffolk Show this year.
All three judges were really impres- 
sed with the school gardens. 
The school theme was 100 years 
since the end of the First World War.
St Edmund’s Catholic Primary 
School, in Bury St Edmunds, was 
exhibiting for the first time and won 
a Gold.
St Mary’s Primary Woodbridge won 
best overall School Garden and Otley 
College won Best Show garden with 
their fun theme of a floral house 
including the bathroom.

Judging at the 
Suffolk Show

form of a 14th century oak lintel, 
being used as a floor joist.  
It is believed to have come from 
another building as it has some 
fine intricately carved mouldings.  
Also found was a 16th century 
red chimney breast on the out-
side of the original Guildhall, and 
what James described as a “nice 
personal moment”, the uncover-
ing of some 18th century graffiti 
underneath the York stone paving 
entrance with the name “J Clarke 
1846”, Clarke being one of the 
hallkeepers who resided at 79 
Whiting Street.
Alex McWhiirter from Moyse’s 
Hall was also involved in the 
project, being responsible for the 
storing and care of the many fine 
portraits from the Guildhall. 
Sadly, funding could not stretch 
to full restoration beyond one 
painting. Alex was particularly 
intrigued by the crude alteration 
on the letter “J” on the Coat of 
Arms of James I to indicate a “C” 
for Charles – perhaps a Royalist 
statement of dissent during the 
Civil War?
The history of the Guildhall goes 
back over 800 years, at all times 
at the centre of the town’s politics, 
sometimes bloody violence, all 
of which will come to life for the 
visitor. 
However, the restoration project 
is certainly not ignoring its more 
recent past and is ensuring the 
preservation of the only remaining, 
complete, Royal Observer Corps 
Operations Room existing in the 
country. 
The fact that it did endure beyond 
the end of the Second World War 

is due to it remaining in use for a 
time during the early years of the 
Cold War as part of a Civil Defence 
network, and after that a Royal Ob-
server Corps training establishment 
until 1968. 
Through imaginative interactive 
displays, video footage and a faithful 
recreation of the plotting boards, vis-
itors will obtain a vivid insight into 
the dark days of the 1940s.
The Guildhall, which opened its 
doors again on July 14, will once 
again continue its service to the 
town’s community, not only as a 
heritage centre but providing a fur-
ther venue in the town for corporate 
events and weddings. 
This echoes past times when 
Feoffees such as James Oakes would 
on one day be grappling with issues 
of how to feed the town’s poor, or 
hearing petty cases in the courtroom, 
and the next hosting civic functions 
and family celebrations in the 
banqueting hall.

                            Terry O’Donoghue

 

The strongroom at the Guildhall.

The altered James I coat of arms in 
the Guildhall.

Bury in Bloom has worked 
together with Our Bury St Edmunds 
to produce window stickers for local 
business.
Mike Kirkham from Our Bury St 
Edmunds has distributed the stickers 
to try to ensure that all the businesses 
on the judging route display them.
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Our Spring coffee morning took 
place this year on Saturday, April 7, 
at the Unitarian Meeting House, in 
Churchgate Street. 
With an attendance of over 60 Bury 
Society members, the sun shone 
throughout the morning and it was 
lovely to see so many members - old 
and new – coming for a chat and a 
piece (or two) of cake.
The social activities seem to go very 
well at these coffee mornings and this 
time we did a short “Where Is This?” 
picture quiz, with Martyn Taylor, our 
chairman, providing a selection of 
quirky photos of buildings, carvings, 
tablets and other unusual objects.
Congratulations to Marian and Syd 
Rutland for achieving the highest 
score and taking home a bottle of 
wine as a prize. 
It’s a lovely way to meet and chat to 
people whilst learning more about the 
town.
As usual, the cakes and goodies went 
down very well and could I say a 
huge thank you to those who brought 
in donations of cakes, buns and other 

Over 60 people attend coffee morning

assorted goodies for the table. 
Another huge thank you also to the 
hardy band of volunteers who helped 
man the tea and coffee pots, served 
up the cakes and helped with the very 
important washing up.

Join us again for the Autumn coffee 
morning coming up on Saturday, 
October 20, again being held at the 
Unitarian Meeting House.
                                  Stephen Moody
                                Events Secretary 

Winning Anglia in Bloom is a major 
success of second year of chairmanship
Undoubtedly the major success of 
the second year of my chairmanship 
has been Bury St Edmunds winning 
the title of Anglia in Bloom under the 
guidance of Melanie Lesser, Robin 
Burnett and the committee of Bury in 
Bloom. 
We look forward to further success in 
the national contest. 
Once again, the contribution of so 
many people involved in the 
wonderful Bury in Bloom garden 
judging so well organised by 
Elizabeth Clement, helped.
The Bury Society is very fortunate 
to have dedicated executive and 
events committees which have seen 
membership at an all-time high of 
over 640 members; Sue Savage 
and Stephen Moody at the helm as 
ever organising coffee mornings, a 
well-attended excursion to Stamford 
and locally a trip around the Great 
Churchyard and visit to Moyse’s Hall 
thanks to the generosity of Dr Pat 

Murrell and Alex McWhirter. The 
successful annual lunch took place 
with a very interesting talk by 
Victoria Savoulidis of the Suffolk 
Record Office on Bury Fair.
As to generosity, the Bury Society 
and Bury in Bloom gave a substan-
tial donation of £20,000 to the very 
worthwhile Guildhall Project and 
£500 to Moyse’s Hall to purchase a 
jewel and an aestel, an end of a 
pointer used for reading manuscripts. 
The society is still fully committed 
to supporting our heritage and it is 
hoped sometime in 2018 the restora-
tion of the Ouida Memorial will take 
place thanks to the commitment of 
the society and grateful grants from 
the Town Council and councillors 
Chung and Rout. 
As for monitoring planning applica-
tions, Roderick Rees has been dutiful 
in what he will readily admit has 
been a quiet year.
As for commitment, what can you 

Martyn Taylor, chairman of the Bury Society, who organised a picture quiz 
at the Spring coffee morning.

say about the unstinting work carried 
out by Richard Summers, firstly with 
yet another well organised TCMP 
meeting and secondly the furtherance 
of the Abbey of St Edmund 
Heritage Partnership which has 
recently announced that the consul-
tancy and conservation interpretation 
is proceeding successfully along with 
a well-attended Heritage Workshop 
day.
Unfortunately, my 15 minutes of TV 
fame discussing the whereabouts 
of St Edmund were reduced to 15 
seconds!
Lastly, but not least, mention must 
be made of our secretary Tim Page 
and treasurer Doug Beardon whose 
work in the past months to bring our 
Constitution and governance into line  
with new proposed charity rules and 
regulations has been phenomenal and 
deserves the society’s appreciation.
                                    Martyn Taylor
                                           Chairman
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Tribute to the late Reginald Thomas 
Sharpe, past chairman 1997 to 1999
I first met Reg in 1997 when he was 
chairman and holding a meeting for 
the Society as I recall in the 
Guildhall. 
I was so impressed by him, his 
efficiency, knowledge and just 
general charm together with the work 
of the Society, that I became a 
member. Over the subsequent years 
and becoming more involved by 
joining the committee, I, like so 
many others, came to realise how 
much we all benefited from Reg’s 
skills and knowledge.
A surveyor by profession, Reg had 
worked for companies in London, 
Chelmsford and America, and his 
work involved worldwide travel.  
His expertise in this field proved to 
be such a huge asset to the many 
discussions and deliberations on 
planning matters that was such an 
important role for the Society.
Reg contributed many thought-pro-
voking and excellent articles over 
the years to the Society Newsletter 
sharing his wide knowledge, also 
demonstrating his love of history and 
literature.  
I have enjoyed looking through many 
of these, especially his wonderful 
accounts of Society visits, always 
presented with his inimitable style 
and sense of humour too.  
Reg was always good company and 
there were memorable trips to 
London, Oxford and Birmingham.  
I particularly recall Reg keeping me 
calm as organiser of our trip to 
Birmingham when our coach, 
arriving almost two hours late 
because of motorway traffic delays, 
proceeded to drive in and park imme-
diately outside the city hall.
The group were warmly welcomed 
by the deputy mayor and party, who 
we thought by this time would have 
given up on us arriving, but we 
proceeded to be rewarded with a 
warm welcome and a wonderful table 
of food and refreshments. 
We enjoyed an excellent day with 
guided tours and a visit to the City 
Art Gallery.
Reg loved Bury St Edmunds and 
could be passionate on many issues.  

He joined the steering group endeav-
ouring to save the Manor House from 
closure, being a founder member of 
the Bury St Edmunds Heritage Trust. 
His interests were wide and Reg also 
spent very many hours working with 
the NADFAS team at the Record 
Office restoring the Cullum collec-
tion of over 4,000 books needing to 
be cleaned, repaired and catalogued.
The production of the Newsletter was 
an important job, and Reg was an 
invaluable support to the editors over 
the years, not only by contributing 
his articles, but helping by checking 
copies and using his quickly growing 
computer skills.
I know everyone would wish me to 
mention Reg’s unstinting support to 
the committee in generously taking 
on the role of secretary which he did 
for quite some years.

His efficiency, meticulous attention 
to detail and accuracy were unsur-
passed.
I had the benefit of those skills in 
my time as chairman, and I shall be 
eternally grateful for often receiving 
Reg’s wise guidance and counsel.  
He was always so willing to help and 
just be on the end of the phone.
Reg was a quiet, intelligent and very 
courteous man, if you like to we 
could say, he had “old world charm” 
but he was also a very private man.  
Sadly, with his increasing hearing 
problems and balance, Reg stepped 
down from his secretarial role and 
from attending Society events. 
Friendships cemented over many 
years, continued and gave much sup-
port to him as he somewhat retreated 
to live very quietly in Southgate 
House but still willing to give help 
when he could. For some few years, 
Reg gave his time to the work of the 
membership sub-committee as well 
as highlighting news from Civic 
Voice.
Many will recall the happy occasion 
of Reg’s 80th birthday when 
Margaret and Roger Charlesworth 
kindly hosted a lovely party for him, 
and the arch of walking sticks.
It was typical of his character that 
he wished to have “no fuss” over his 
declining health in these past months 
until he passed away on June 11, at 
North Court Care Home, aged 87 
years. The Society and Bury St Ed-
munds owe a huge debt of gratitude 
to Reg Sharpe.
May he rest in peace.
                                       Sarah Green

Reg Sharpe, who has died, aged 87.

Jobs set to be axed at Greene King brewery
Up to around 50 jobs could be lost at 
brewer Greene King’s Bury St 
Edmund’s headquarters. It is under-
stood a total of 100 administrative 
roles are at risk across its two sites in 
Bury and Burton-on-Trent. However, 
25 posts will be created under the 
new plans. 
The firm, which is facing increased 
costs, saw an 11% drop in its profits 
to £243 million when it announced 

its full year results in June. It is hop-
ing to minimise job losses at the two 
sites, which employs around 1,300 
to 1,400 staff in total, around 1,000 
of which are based at Bury, through 
newly-created posts and other 
vacancies being created within the 
group. The pub retailer and brewer 
acquired Spirit Pub Company for 
£774m and set about integrating the 
functions two years ago.
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Artists, sponsors, supporters and 
organisers have linked up to help 
launch the World War 1 Trail in Bury 
St Edmunds.
They gathered at the Greene King 
Beer Café on Wednesday, July 4, for 
the event which involves a display 
of 18 pieces of iconic artwork round 
the town to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the 1914-
1918 conflict.
It’s being organised by Our Bury 
St Edmunds, the business improve-
ment district in the town, and the My 
WiSH Charity along with sponsor-
ship from Treatt, with funds raised 
going to the charity’s Every Heart 
Matters appeal.
It is aiming to raise £500,000 to help 
create a fully integrated cardiac 
centre at West Suffolk Hospital with 
the 18 artworks to be sold at an auc-
tion later this year.
At the launch Sue Smith, the fund-
raising manager of My WiSH, 
praised the sponsors and said the ap-
peal needs just a few thousandpounds 
to reach half-way.
She said: “To date we are just about 
halfway so we are nearly at £250,000 
and because of projects like this gets 
us ever closer to our goal to trans-
form cardiac care in Suffolk.
“It’s going to stop patients having to 
go to different hospitals for certain 
treatments that previously they will 
have had to, so it’s really, really 
important because we treat everyone 
in the community.
“We could not have done this without 
our sponsors, certainly on our behalf, 
and due to the generosity of the 
sponsorship we are already in plus 
figures, so before even auctioning 
these pieces at the end of the trail we 
have made money.
“And the level of quality of the
pieces is absolutely staggering.”
The trail runs from July 21 to 
Armistice Day, November 11, 
followed by an auction on behalf of 
the appeal to sell all the pieces. A 
competition is being organised 
for people to find the 18 displays in 
the town.
Mark Cordell, chief executive of Our 
Bury St Edmunds, explained that the 

idea for the trail came from a con-
versation he had with Andrew Speed, 
chairman of the Bury St Edmunds 
Town Council, who suggested a 
theme commemorating the centenary 
of the ending of World War 1.
“That seemed like a great idea to me 
and a number of people involved in 
the trail have found out a lot more 
about the war and its consequences.
“We want people to go to parts of the 
town that people don’t often go to 
and see the wonderful businesses that 
we have here.”
The West Suffolk NHS Foundation 

Launch of the Bury St Edmunds World 
War 1 trail at Greene King Beer Cafe

People attending the launch of the World War 1 Trail in Bury St Edmunds held 
at Greene King’s Beer Cafe

Trust is investing £5.2m in devel-
oping a state-of-the-art cardiac suite 
that will provide quicker access to 
more treatments, but the £500,000 
My WiSH Charity is hoping to raise 
will lead to the whole unit, which 
is currently fragmented on different 
floors, being brought together in one 
purpose-built centre. If you want 
to support the Every Heart Matters 
appeal go to the website www.my-
wishcharity.co.uk, or to donate to the 
appeal go to Justgiving.com/ehma or 
text EHMA17 £10 to 70070. 
                                       Russell Cook

Jon Messum with his stained glass window which is part of the World War 1 
Trail in Bury St Edmunds.
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Heidi McEvoy-Swift with her model of a dog which is part of the World War 
1 Trail. Below left, Michelle Freeman with her mule’s head and below right, 
Den Humphrey with his oak book.

We are very proud of our 
membership numbers (around 650) 
and hope to increase this figure in 
the future. 
One problem is that, at the time of 
writing, some 10% of the member-
ship have not paid their subscription. 
These are mainly people who pay 
by cheque and who do not have an 
email address.  
The unpaid subscriptions amount 
to over £1,000 and chasing over 60 
individuals is very time-consuming 
and involves volunteers telephoning 
every single one to ask if they would 
like to renew. 
The alternative is to remove late 

payers from the circulation list and 
have a significant drop in member-
ship support. 
If you know you did not pay your 
subscription around June 1 please 
send your cheque for £15 for an 
individual or £20 for a couple, 
payable to The Bury Society and post 
it to 19 Sicklesmere Road, Bury St 
Edmunds, IP33 2BP. 
BACS payments and standing orders 
can be made to Barclays Bank, 
Cornhill sort code 20 16 12 account 
number 30225134.
Thank you
               Sue Savage (01284 719243) 
                       Membership Secretary

Appeal is made for those 
outstanding subscriptions



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
10.30am.
Heritage Open Day talk by  Martyn 
Taylor - “Under Bury - tunnels, 
cellars and caves”.
United Reformed Church, 
Whiting Street. 
Book at Tourist Information Point, 
Angel Hill. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20 
From 10.30am to noon.
Autumn Get Together at the 
Unitarian Meeting House. Interactive 
photo quiz, coffee and cakes.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6
11am.
Guided Tour of the Theatre Royal.
See behind the scenes at England’s 
third oldest surviving theatre.
Book at Tourist Information Point.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5
10.30am.
Unitarian Meeting House, 
Churchgate Street.
A talk by Bury St Edmunds Tour 
Guide Adrian Tindall on “Bury At 
War - Through the Ages.”
Please book via the Tourist 
Information Point on Angel Hill.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9
11am.
Southgate Community Centre, 
Caie Walk.
Annual Winter Lunch, with catering 
by Andrea Davey, entertainment from 
Marco the Magician. Booking form 
available in the November Review.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
10.30am to 12.30pm
United Reformed Church, 
Whiting Street. 
Spring Coffee Morning.

APRIL
Date to be confirmed
Day visit to Woodbridge and a cruise 
on the River Deben.

THURSDAY, MAY 23
6.30pm.
United Reformed Church,
Whiting Street.
Annual General Meeting plus a talk 
by Dr Richard Hoggett from the 
Abbey of St Edmund Partnership
Finger Buffet and a glass of wine.

Members’ programme through to next year

Don’t miss the opportunity to add your weight to the Bury Society team. 
Apply for membership now.
Either use the website: theburysociety.org.uk to download a 
membership form from the Home Page by clicking the “Join Us’ panel or 
telephone the membership secretary Sue Savage on 01284 719243.

Contributions to the Reveiw do not necessary reflect that of the Bury 
Society.

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
10am.
Start Point: War Memorial, Angel 
Hill. 
Guided tours of central Bury St 
Edmunds with registered tour guides
Themes to be announced nearer the 
date.
Please book via the Tourist Informa-
tion Point on Angel Hill.

THURSDAY, JULY 18
Day visit to Kings Lynn and 
Sandringham House. 
Our annual day out includes a guided 
walk around historic Kings Lynn, 
coffee on arrival and a chance to visit 
Sandringham House and gardens.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
10.30am.
United Reformed Church,
Whiting Street. Heritage Open Week-
end talk by Martyn Taylor on “Lost 
Bury St Edmunds”.

OCTOBER
Date/ Time /venue to be confirmed.
Bury St Edmunds Quiz Evening 
hosted by John Saunders.
Our popular quiz evening returns

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
10.30am to 12.30pm.
Unitarian Meeting House,
Churchgate Street.
Autumn Coffee Morning.

New public footpath is opened
A new public footpath enabling 
residents to walk safely to a Bury 
St Edmunds supermarket has been 
officially opened in the town.
The footpath, which is nearly 200 
metres long, runs from Etna Road, 
along Compiegne Way, and into the 
Tesco car park.
The path has been funded by Mike 
Spenser-Morris, of NHP Holdings, 
the developer behind the new 80-
room Travelodge and drive-thru 
Starbucks development on land off 
Etna Road.
Mr Spenser-Morris, who is a Bury St  
Edmunds resident and owns Langton 
Place in the town’s medieval grid, 
said that residents had to walk along 
an unmade-up verge and the new 

footpath would be of great benefit.
It’s also planned to plant bulbs along 
the side of the path.
Margaret Marks, mayor of St Ed-
mundsbury, cut the ribbon at a 
special ceremony and was joined by 
residents, councillors, Tesco staff and 
members of the construction team at 
the site.
Mrs Marks praised the developer for 
his “community-minded” approach to 
the development.
Work on the new hotel and coffee 
shop site got underway in February 
and is expected to give the town’s 
economy and tourist trade a major 
boost.
The development is expected to be 
fully completed by January 2019.


