
Bury in Bloom came away from the 
RHS Britain in Bloom Awards, held 
in Belfast on October 19, with a Gold 
in the Large Town Category. 
Perth were the winners of the cate-
gory and Truro were the 2018 RHS 
Champion of Champions.
The RHS judges were very impressed 
with the town and especially the team 
spirit with all the sponsors, support-
ers, volunteers and schools.
To quote from the judges’ report: 
“The many people who came to share 
the day confirmed a high level of 
commitment of the various commu-
nities. You clearly have a high level 
of business support, which the judges 
believe will become even stronger 
over time. The smile bed is a credit to 
all concerned and a good example of 
joint working.

“Your schools’ projects were first 
class as were the children, the judges 
loved the ‘Crop to Fork’ concept, 
working with the school cooks.
“The change in bedding style around 
the town from formal to less formal 
is in keeping with changing times 
and the First World War-themed trail 
was portrayed in a very sensible 
manner in keeping with your local 
heritage.”
Just over a couple of months 
earlier Britain in Bloom judges had 
been in town.
It was a hot summer’s day when Rae 
Beckwith and James Cordingley 
arrived. The three-hour judging route 
started at St Edmundsbury Cathedral 
where the judges viewed stands from 
different groups involved in Bury in 
Bloom: Certificates of Merit, Bury 

Water Meadows Group, Schools 
Gardening, The Crafty Foxes, Abbey 
Garden Friends, Volunteer Garden-
ers and the World War One Art Trail.
As we left the Cathedral Hatty 
Ashton, a local actress and author 
performed her playlet about St 
Edmund to the judges. They loved 
it as she took them completely by 
surprise as they thought she was a 
passer-by near the St Edmund sculp-
ture before she started speaking.
The judging route took them through 
the town, Guildhall Street, Langton 
Place, the recently planted Guildhall 
gardens, Cornhill, The ‘Smile Bed’ 
at Eastgate corner, the Arc Shopping 
Centre, Tollgate Primary and Nurs-
ery, the River of Flowers, Angel Hill
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Young Green fingers are celebrated
Bury in Bloom co-ordinator 
Melanie Lesser reports on the 
many activities and initiatives over 
the past few months. 

Moreton Hall First Steps Nursery with the Busy Green Fingers flower.

The Young Green Fingers celebration 
evening was held on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 9, at the Athenaeum.
Certificates, vouchers and trophies 
were presented to eight schools, star 
gardeners, the winning school cooks 
as well as the overall Outstanding 
Achievement award.
The Young Green Fingers judges 
Jean Hardy and Miriam Johnson vis-
ited each school in the summer term.
Nigel Bloxham, Anglia in Bloom 
judge, and councillors Patsy Warby 
and Wayne Hailstone presented the 
prizes.
The schools and their awards were: 
Gold Awards; Hardwick Primary 
School, Tollgate Primary School, St 
Edmund’s Catholic Primary School 
and Westley Middle School. Silver 
Gilt Award; Guildhall Feoffment 
Community Primary School and 
Abbots Green Academy. Silver 
Award; St Benedict’s Catholic 
Lower School and Sexton’s Manor 
Community Primary School. Out-
standing Achievement Award; 
Tollgate Primary School. Crop to 
Fork Award is presented to the 
school cooks who use most produce 
from the school garden in the school 
lunches. The winners were Toll-
gate Primary School and Hardwick 
Primary School. Star Gardeners; 
the pupils were nominated by their 
schools and included Westley Middle 
School - Grace Gillard, St Edmunds 
CP School - Theo Jackson and Molly 
Murphy, St Benedict’s Catholic Low-
er School - Kenneth Oliver and Niall 
Gibbons, Tollgate Primary School  - 
Liam Ticehurst, County Upper 
School - Isabelle Johnston and 
Natasha Murcutt, Sexton’s Manor
School - Abigail Wattie.
Jean Hardy, Young Green Fingers 

Bury St Edmunds MP Jo Churchill opening the Historic Landmarks and 
Poppies display .

judge said: “Everyone has faced diffi-
cult conditions in the heat this year, 
staff have been amazing coming in at 
weekends and children have been 
encouraged to use their left-over 
drinking water for their plants. We, 
the judges, were very impressed 
with how good the gardens looked, 
a credit to all involved in schools 
gardening.”

Busy Green Fingers Tea Party 
Pam Fletcher and her team hosted a 
tea party on Friday, July 20, at 
Moreton Hall Community Centre for 
the 14 Busy Green Fingers entries. 
The children had fun planting 
petunias donated by Woolpit 
Nurseries.Our thanks go councillors 
Patsy Warby, Wayne Hailstone and 
Richard Rout for supporting the 
project with grants from their locality 
budgets. The pre-schools and nurser-
ies received gardening vouchers and 
certificates.

Historic Landmarks and 
Poppies project 
Jo Churchill MP officially opened the 
Historic Landmarks and Poppies dis-
play in the Cathedral Cloisters on Fri-
day, July 20. Daemmon Reeve, from 
our sponsor Treatt, also attended. 
Many of those who made the artwork 
were delighted to see their work on 
display.  Each 3D scene included a 
felt wall hanging of one of the town’s 
historic landmarks as a backdrop, 
with smaller flowers hung in front of 
the backdrops and then larger flowers 
displayed on the floor. Each display 
has an animal to depict the Suffolk 
countryside, a field mouse, a hare, a 
hedgehog and a fox. Bury in Bloom’s 
artist in residence held 16 workshops 
during the summer term working 
with an age range from three to 98 to 
create the displays. The groups learnt 
about the local environment and the 
type of poppies, flowers and animals 
native to our area.



Crafty Poppies competition winners revealed
Bury in Bloom’s Crafty Poppies 
competition, with the awards 
being announced at the Young Green 
Fingers ceremony at the Athenaeum, 
was run by The Crafty Foxes with 
sponsorship by Hawksmoor Invest-
ment Management.
We had over 100 entries on the dedi-
cated Facebook page “Bury in Bloom 
Competition 2018” and free public 
workshops were held in the Abbey 
Gardens in the summer.
The winners were chosen by Max 
Weatherby from Hawksmoor 
Investment Management, Melanie 
Lesser Bury in Bloom co-ordinator,  
Tim Davies volunteer at the Suffolk 
Regimental Museum and Michelle 
Freeman, from The Crafty Foxes.  
The winners were: Hawksmoor 
Special Award ‘Collage Poppy” by 
Megan Hinton made at the public 
workshop; Bury in Bloom Award 
“Silent Sands” by Poppy and her 
grandmother Sue Shand; Suffolk 
Regimental Museum Award “In 
Memory of George” by Monica 
Hobson; The Crafty Foxes award 
“Shrinky Dink Art” by Nita Aord-
ham; Hawksmoor Award “100 Origa-
mi Poppies” by Westley School;  The 
Field of Poppies winners chosen by 
staff at The Flower Hut, Angel Hill, 
Jason Black and Ryan Pettit from the 
Bright Stars Club, Jessica Samuel 
from Sextons Manor, Niya Paul who 
was at St Edmundsbury but now at St 
Benedict’s School.
We  had some lovely e-mails 
thanking us for the event.
Michelle, from The Crafty Foxes 
said: “We were really delighted 

at the number and standard of the 
entries we had this year, everyone 
enjoyed the presentation evening and 
I must thank Max Weatherby from 
Hawksmoor for being such a great 
sponsor as he joined in two of the 
workshops and made poppies him-
self.”
Melanie Lesser added: “This was a 
lovely way to remember those that 
had served in The Great War.”

Flight of Peace roundabout
The sculpture is now lit and there 
will be a replant and tidy up of the 
planting in this autumn/winter.
The colours go through a cycle of 
those available but we hope to 
programme them so they will have a 
set colour on certain days to high-
light special events during the year.

Bulb planting
More than 700 tulip bulbs from the 
Netherlands have been planted in 
Bury St Edmunds to celebrate ties 
between the two countries.
The specially-developed bulbs, 
which were donated by the Rotary 
Club of Tiel-Waalstreek, were plant-
ed in the Abbey Gardens on October 
13 by members of the Dutch Rotary 
Club in Tiel, their colleagues from 
Bury Abbey Rotary Club, the Abbey 
Gardens Friends’ gardeners and Bury 
in Bloom .
We can now look forward to the 
bright and beautiful flowers near the 
north wall of the garden near the café 
in the spring.
The Dutch Rotarians purchased the 
bulbs and gave them to the town to 
celebrate the friendship of the two 
Rotary Clubs and promote the “End 
Polio Now” cause.

Megan Hinton with her ‘Collage Poppy’ and the design created by Monica 
Hobson ‘In Memory of George’.

The Flight of Peace roundabout on the edge of the Moreton Hall Estate. 
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What astonishing weather we have 
had this year from “The Beast from 
the East” earlier on to a summer with 
incredible temperatures. 
We even have had a mild Autumn, let 
us hope we do not pay for it with a 
cold winter. 
The inconsistent weather did not 
dampen the spirits of the many 
volunteers that saw Bury in Bloom 
winning further awards and hosting 
the Anglia in Bloom award ceremony 
in The Apex to much acclaim. 
Sadly, we are saying goodbye to 
Melanie Lesser who has been at the 
helm of Bury in Bloom as co-ordina-
tor, creating, inspiring and motivating 
this Bury Society sub-committee. 
So many people still do not realise 
that Bury in Bloom is a major part 
of the society, hopefully the very 
successful Elizabeth Clement-led 
certificate scheme awarded to front 
gardens, window boxes and hanging 
baskets will help to adjust that. 
Melanie will be doing some well-
earned travelling with her recently 
retired husband, Guy. 
She leaves with Bury in Bloom 
winning a Gold Medal in the Large 
Town Category at Britain in Bloom, 
a major achievement and with our 
sincere thanks. 
Her successor is the amiable Stephen 
Moody whom we all know of, Bury 
in Bloom will be in a safe pair of 
hands.
Yet again we have had significant at-

Empty shop windows and farewell 
to Bury in Bloom co-ordinator

Melanie Lesser, who is giving up her 
position of co-ordinator of Bury in 
Bloom.

tendance at Bury Society events and 
my thanks, as ever, go to Sue Savage 
and Stephen Moody for their organi-
sational skills regarding these. 
Another organisation that is 
progressing well is that of the Abbey 
of St Edmund Heritage Partnership. 
The two studies that were commis-
sioned with the help of the Cathedral, 
St Edmundsbury Borough Council 
and with involvement by the Bury 
Society are coming to a satisfactory 
conclusion. 
More news of this in the future when 
Dr Richard Hoggett, author of the 
Heritage Assessment, will deliver a 
very interesting presentation at the 
AGM. 
In early February we will be having 

the traditional Bury Society Lunch 
with Marco the Magician entertain-
ing us, his talents must be seen to be 
believed!
Across the town we are seeing the 
closure of many businesses, their 
premises awaiting new tenants. 
The town has always been able to fill 
vacant commercial properties, but 
it would seem now that there is a cer-
tain hesitancy in the uptake of these, 
dare I say it the Brexit Factor may 
have something to do with it, empty 
shop windows are not very desirable.
Another worrying trend is the turn-
over of former shops to residential 
use, their conversion a quicker route 
to occupation over the construction 
of new properties, these slowly 
going up at Marham Park and east of 
Moreton Hall.
The Bury Society along with Dr 
Pat Murrell are still concerned that 
the current building known to all as 
Cupola House still enjoys its eminent 
Grade 1 listed status, basically it is a 
new build.
English Heritage are aware of this 
and looking into it and hopefully this 
can be resolved by re-grading it to 
Grade 2. I close my report with a big 
thank you to all of the Bury Society 
and Bury in Bloom committees who 
give up freely their time for our won-
derful town and to you Bury Society 
members who support the society’s 
aims.                           Martyn Taylor
                                           Chairman

Pictured above is the former Palmers store in Bury St 
Edmunds which is now closed and right, the former 
Health Centre. 



The Society wrote in support of plans 
for a change of use of shops and of-
fices at 2-4 St Andrews Street North 
into three dwellings (with a barber’s 
shop retained in the basement). 
The development includes two new 
dwellings behind Rose of Bengal 
restaurant 106-108 Risbygate Street. 
There have been objections because 
of potential access/parking problems 
and overlooking - but we considered 
that the makeover would bring about 
a major visual uplift and improve site 
security to the enclosed rear service 
yard. 
We had lodged a very strong objec-
tion to plans for 16 flats (four 
underground) on St Andrews Street 
South between Neptune and Denny’s 
- but the application has just been 
approved. 
Otherwise, there has been little new 
activity over the Summer months. 
Larger scale projects such as the 
redevelopment of Cornhill Walk 
and the conversion the Health Centre 
on Looms Lane both seem to have 
come to a standstill. 
A small success!  
We wrote to say we were unhappy 
about the full width shop front and 
fascia for the replacement Cycle 
King premises on Angel Hill - and 
out of the blue, a revised street view 
has been submitted which addresses 
most of our concerns. 
The Society notes building work on 
Palmers store on St Andrews Street 
South has now started, as well as the 
flats on Station Hill. 
New industrial units are also under 
way on the Suffolk Business Park at 
Moreton Hall. 
The Society welcomes a new County 
wide initiative, the Suffolk Design 
Guide Review due for publication 
next year. 
The Guide will give guidance to 
officers to deliver improved quality 
of design. 
Also, a revised National Planning 
Policy Framework puts pressure on 
councils to both approve and deliver 
new homes. 
Whilst the Society welcomes new 
homes in the town centre we also be-
lieve they should demonstrate good 

5

neighbourliness in terms of design, 
parking and traffic – as well as a di-
versity of houses and apartments and 
tenure. We have strong reservations 
about recent designs for high-density 
small, single-aspect flats. 
Looking to the future, the Society 
will be very interested to see plans 
for the redevelopment of the former 
Ashton’s offices at 81 Guildhall 
Street – and there has been news 
regarding the Magistrates Court on 
Honey Hill getting Grade 2 status by 

Little activity over the Summer but 
support given to new homes scheme

Railway Station Supporters 
Group set to be sub-committee 
of the Bury Society in 2019
In the New Year the Railway Station 
Supporters Group is looking to 
become a more formal sub- 
committee of the Bury Society. 
The group’s role is to suggest and 
monitor possible improvements at 
the station (particularly the station 
master’s house), car parking and an 
enhanced timetable. 

Historic England. Further ahead, the 
council hopes to move forward its 
plans for a Business Hub on 
Western Way which might involve 
the NHS, West Suffolk College, new 
car parking - and even relocating the 
Leisure Centre. 
On a more worrying note, the Society 
remains concerned at the slow take 
up of empty shops on the Cornhill, 
especially long-established 
businesses such as Laura Ashley.
                                    Roderick Rees 

We also have a keen eye on the 
station’s role in the Town Centre 
Masterplan. 
The group is currently looking for 
new members, so if you’re interest-
ed in joining us please email plan-
ning@burysociety.
 
                                   Roderick Rees 
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We were lucky to have a beautiful 
autumnal morning for our latest 
coffee morning held on Saturday, 
October 20, at the Unitarian Meeting 
House. The sun shone as we opened 
the doors at 10.15am to a line of ea-
ger members waiting to warm up on 
coffee, cakes and assorted goodies.
We had a fantastic turn out of over 
70 members during the morning 
plus some guests who decided that 
they enjoyed the morning so much 
that they joined the Society within 
a matter of days.It was fantastic to 
see members old and new chatting 
and enjoying the cakes and goodies; 
another of Martyn’s cryptic photo 
quizzes kept everyone entertained 
trying to guess where in Bury the 
various carvings, tablets and land-
marks were located in the town ...  
our winner scored a fantastic 18/20. 
A huge thank you to Sue Savage, 
Wendy Wheeler and Christine and 
Noel Berry who helped with the serv-
ing of coffee and cakes (Noel was 
stellar with the washing up!), plus 
a huge thank you to those members 
who contributed to the array of cakes.
Very little was left and the Cathedral 
volunteers soon demolished the re-
mainder.                     Stephen Moody

‘Fantastic’ turnout at coffee morning 

People taking part in the quiz and the array of cakes at the coffee morning 
held in the Unitarian Meeting House, in Bury St Edmunds.

Sci-fi exhibition and much more at Moyse’s Hall
This October saw the regeneration 
of Sci-fi and Action at Moyse’s Hall 
Museum for its 10th outing.
Started in 2009 as a one-off event 
and inspired by the idea of attracting 
families to see the stunning Gershom 
Parkington Horology Collection by 
playing with a Dr Who time-travel 
theme, the idea has moved light-
years since. The event gives us a 
chance to engage with those that 
keep our doors open but aren’t neces-
sarily drawn to historical pursuits; we 
endeavour to show them how incred-
ible Bury’s history is while they’re 
hugging a Wookie.
Ever keen to keep the integrity of 
our historical collection at the centre 
of what we do, we constantly seek 
ways of celebrating this popular 
big-screen genre through compari-
son to our past. A case dedicated to 
screen-used props from Harry Potter 
excites families and offers us the 

chance to draw them to the Witchcraft 
display in the Social History section 
of Moyse’s Hall; children are amazed 
to see our town has its very own 17th 
Century “Elder Wand” and learn 
more about West Suffolk’s role in the 
infamous Early Modern witch trials. 
With schools we seek to compare how 
the medieval monsters and myths on 
display downstairs are comparable, 
sometimes the genesis, of the 
comic-book heroes and entertain-
ment we see in the 21st Century. The 
miracles of Edmund, carved cryptids 
and mummified cats thrill onsite and 
encourage exploration to other sites 
within the town. This is more than a 
match for Han Solo, Captain Kirk, 
Mr Potter and Co. This year, with a 
pre-emptive view to the 2019 anniver-
sary of Armstrong’s “small step”, we 
have sought to draw parallels between 
Science and Sci-fi: how they have in-
spired each other throughout the 20th 

and 21st Centuries. Mission-used 
Apollo 11 manuals, purchased 
by the Star Wars production team 
for inspiration, sit alongside Matt 
Damon’s screen-used space suit 
from Ridley Scott’s “The Martian”: 
an outfit made up of real NASA 
components. Original props from 
Star Wars, Star Trek, et al, give us 
a chance to explore how aesthetics 
within sci-fi have influenced the 
technology we use today. Imagi-
nation is key to interpretation as 
sadly no real TARDIS exists to 
witness the 1327 destruction of the 
Abbeygate or see Laetitia Rookes 
adorning her coffee shop with 
moth-chewed doilies. 
More on Armstrong and Co in 
January for Moyse’s Hall’s Moon 
Exhibition. 
                                 Daniel Clarke 
            Heritage Officer (Learning)
                            Leisure & Culture
                      West Suffolk Council



Roundabout to celebrate James Moore
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planting and hanging baskets, The 
Abbey Gardens and St Mary’s 
Church. The judges were delighted 
to meet our Mayor Margaret Marks 
when they entered the gardens.
The West Suffolk College kindly 
allocated a minibus and driver to take 
us around the town.
The tour ended with a delicious lunch 
at the Greene King Brewery Café 
where the judges had a chance to 
meet more Bury in Bloom sponsors 
and supporters.  
The Anglia in Bloom Awards 
ceremony was held on September 7, 
at The Apex, for the first time and we 
had many complements on the venue.
We won: Gold in the Large Town 
category,  Gold for Abbey Gardens 
in the Large Parks category, Gold 
for Nowton Park in the Large Parks 
category, the Abbey Gardens Central 

The Anglia Awards event held at The Apex, in Bury St Edmunds.

Awards galore at 
Anglia in Bloom 
ceremony at Apex

Beds won the Best Local Authori-
ty Floral Display category. We also 
received nominations in the special 
awards categories for The Crafty 
Poppies in the Best Community Pro-
ject category, the River of Flowers in 
the Best Floral Display by an individ-
ual or community category, the Senso-
ry Garden in the Abbey Gardens in the 
Garden for Special Needs category, 

Tollgate Primary School in the Grow 
Your Own category, The Arc Shop-
ping Centre in the Best Commercial 
Area category, the Abbey Gardens in 
the Best Public Open Space Cate-
gory, Tollgate Primary in the Best 
Young people’s project (aged under 
12 years) and Melanie Lesser nomi-
nated for the Mike Ames Award.
                                  Melanie Lesser

Bury in Bloom’s next roundabout 
will celebrate the cyclist James 
Moore.
He was born in Long Brackland, 
off St John’s Street, in Bury St 
Edmunds, on January 14, 1849. 
Moore’s father, also James, was a 
blacksmith and farrier. 
The family moved to Paris when 
James was four years old. 
He entered the gruelling 130 kilo-
metres Paris to Rouen race in 1869 
aged 20. Starting at the Arc De Tri-
omphe the 300 plus competitors set 
off, James winning the race in just 
under 10-and-a-half hours.
Moyse’s Hall has some of the won-
derful collection of bicycles that 
belonged to Charlie Allen, of East-
gate Street, including a boneshaker. 
The museum will host an exhibition 
from March 23 to 28 to celebrate 
both James Moore and the new 
sculpture going on the roundabout 
150 years since he won the first ever 
road race. 
This sculpture is by local sculptor 
Nigel Kaines from Designs on Met-

al. Nigel has split the image of James 
Moore on his velocipede into three to 
start to play with pattern and light as 
the viewer moves around the sculpture 
- the true purpose of the sculpture only 
becoming fully visible when the three 
rows align to fully reveal that this 
works equally from both sides (pic-
tured above). It provides the viewer 
with interest from every angle as they 
drive around the roundabout.
A planting of a “road” of flowers will 
create the illusion of James riding 
through the countryside to the finish.

The sculpture continues Bury in 
Bloom’s innovative commitment to 
brightening up our roundabouts and 
telling the history of the town and 
its residents. In the case of intrepid 
cyclist James Moore, he will now be 
remembered on the Orttewell/ Mount 
Road roundabout.
A series of events involving local 
schools and cycling clubs are planned 
to celebrate the unveiling of the 
sculpture. Bury in Bloom welcomes 
sponsorship for this project.
                                   Melanie Lesser
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Since July 21, sited around the town 
have been 18 separate pieces of 
artwork, collectively known as the 
World War 1 trail.
This body of work, encompassing 
a wide range of art forms, serves to 
remind us of a hugely violent and 
tragic four years in the nation’s 
history, from which Bury St 
Edmunds was far from immune.
The diverse locations of the pieces of 
art reflects how the whole town and 
surrounding area was affected by the 
Great War between 1914 and 1918, 
not only in terms of lives sacrificed, 
but physical, social and economic 
upheaval.  
For example, very swiftly after the 
outbreak of hostilities with Germany, 
the Robert Boby engineering works 
was turned over to munitions 
production, as indeed was the garage 
works of T H Nice, in Abbeygate 
Street. 
The Corn Exchange became a re-
cruiting centre and Mustow House 
was converted into a temporary 
hospital.
Looking at some of the pieces 
produced for the trail, whilst they 
reflect events, sacrifice and feelings 
on a national scale, they do have 
a particular relevance to the town. 
Outside the Guildhall there are two 
panels produced by the Bury Art 
Society inspired by old photographs 
of Bury St Edmunds from the period. 
This reminds us of the seeming 
indifference in the town to the 
gathering storm clouds in 1914, with 
the Bury Free Press more concerned 
with local affairs, the annual 

World War 1 Trail is a reminder of 

Den Humphrey with his oak Trench Bench in the Abbey Gardens, in Bury St 
Edmunds.

celebration of St Edmund and the 
great crowds attracted to the bank 
holiday fȇte on Hardwick Heath.
In the Abbey Gardens, which hosts 
a number of these artworks, there 
is Steve Manning’s “Tailor Made 
Tank”, a topiary tank in recognition 
that Britain was first to recognise 
the potential power of this weapon. 
On the Elvedon Estate, only 10 
miles from Bury, in great secrecy, 
the tanks were tested and crews 
trained on the use of these new and 
terrifying weapons of war.
Other commissions in the Abbey 
Gardens include Trudi Edmunds’ 
“War Cycle” which was inspired 
in part by the memory of her great 
Uncle Pte Edward Edmunds MM 

who died less than a month before 
peace broke out and was a member 
of the lesser known Suffolk Cyclists 
Battalion. 
This was a battalion originally 
formed to defend the Suffolk coast 
but later used to replace the 
enormous casualties in France.  
Another, “Shell Shock, a metal 
sculpture by Nigel Kanes and Chris 
Carroll-Davis, depicts an exploding 
shell and the subsequent physical 
and psychological damage caused 
by war. In Bury, in addition to those 
townspeople killed or wounded, by 
September 1918, 369 permanently 
disabled veterans had returned to 
the town, of which 12 ended up as 
“gentlemen of the road” as did a 

Shell Shock, a metal sculpture by Nigel Kanes and Chris 
Carroll-Davis, in the Abbey Gardens, in Bury St Edmunds.

Steve Manning’s Tailor Made Tank, in the Abbey 
Gardens, in Bury St Edmuds.
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the violent and tragic four years

Trudi Edmunds’ “War Cycle” which was inspired in part by the memory of 
her great Uncle Pte Edward Edmunds, situated in the Abbey Gardens. 

great number of veterans nation-
wide, probably suffering from what 
we now know as PTSD. 
Again, located centrally in the 
Abbey Gardens is the “Oak Trench 
Bench”, one of three works for this 
project by the artist Den Humphrey. 
Wooden remembrance poppies have 
been steadily added to the bench 
and is a reminder of the sacrifices 
of the local Suffolk Regiment who 
had virtually one complete battal-
ion wiped out at the Battle of the 
Somme, with a Mr Goodfellow of 
Bury losing three of his four sons. 
In total 300,000 were killed over 
the four months the battle raged.
One piece that directly refers to 
events in the town is “Zeppelin 
L16”, produced by Rojo Art and 
hangs in Market Thoroughfare, 
linking Cornhill to the Arc. 
During the  war the people were 
generally not receptive to the light-
ing restrictions being imposed to 
frustrate German Zeppelin raids and 
as a consequence, enforcement was 
less than enthusiastic, even after a 
raid in late April 1915 where bombs 
caused damage over a wide area 
including the Buttermarket.  This 
attitude changed with the raid by 
Zeppelin L16 in the early hours of 
the April 1, 1916.  This time seven 
people were killed including a 
woman and her two children in Mill 
Road.
A   repeating theme of many of the 
War Trail works, is one of loss and 
hopes for peace and for Bury the 
Great War of 1914-18 brought 
seismic changes to the way of life. 
Men and horses were taken from the                                                                                             
land, hastening developments in 
agricultural mechanisation. 
The rapid expansion of the sugar 
beet crop directly led to the 
establishment of the Bury process-
ing plant in the early 1920s. 
On a social front, the West Suffolk 
Hospital was at the forefront of 
treating returning casualties and 
advances in infection control. 
Bury was also not immune from 
some of the nastier aspects of mass 
hysteria with the local West Suffolk 
weights and measures officer being 
sacked for having German parents. 

Another, the landlord of the Griffin 
pub, Theodore Jacobus, despite being 
a British citizen, beaten up by a mob 
following the sinking of the Lusitania 
in 1915. 
In the midst of this, there are always 
instances of the absurd and one such 
story is the resentment against the 
power and pay of the Special 
Constables played out in the 
correspondence column of the Bury 
Free Press, culminating in a letter 
where the writer states that his cat 
was so infected with hatred that it ate 
the Special’s best canary!
Peace finally came again on the 
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month 1918 and in the 
Cathedral Heidi McEvoy-Swift has 
produced an artwork called “Peace” 
comprising of 11 soft silent bells 
each with a name which effectively 
conjures up moving imagery of this 
bloody episode in our history – Broth-
erhood, Sea, Field, Gas, Mud, Blood, 
Bloom, Dawn, Joy, Glory and Home.
The World War 1 war trail concluded 
on Armistice Day, November 11, after 
which the 18 works of art will be sold 
by auction wth the proceeds going in 
aid of the Every Heart Matters appeal 

co-ordinated by the My WiSH 
charity at the West Suffolk Hospi-
tal.
                      Terry O’Donoghue
 

Heidi McEvoy-Swift with her Peace 
Bells in the entrance of St 
Edmundsbury Cathedral, in Bury St 
Edmunds.
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Fancy a bite to eat? 
Let’s pop into town and see what’s 
available ... Are there any places to 
eat in the town?
This often heard question in the Tour-
ist Information Centre on Angel Hill 
is very familiar to the great team of 
volunteers who man the office seven 
days a week. Visitors and locals 
alike ask where to eat (although we 
never recommend specific venues as 
we don’t know what the customer 
wants!)
Over the recent years, Bury St 
Edmunds has seen an explosion 
of food and beverage (F&B) out-
lets opening, with a wide choice of 
cuisines, price points and offers. The 
town is gaining a reputation nation-
ally as a “foodie” capital and visitors 
now come especially to sample local 
restaurants and produce.
It wasn’t always this way. I can 
remember the eating out scene 
consisting of the Angel, Suffolk and 
Everards Hotels, the Beefeater on 
Angel Hill, Gabe’s Bistro, Purdy’s 
and the Wimpy Bar plus a couple of 
others – anyone remember the Elite 
Café above the Co-op food hall? 
(now Holland & Barrett).
A packet of crisps or nuts might have 
been the offer at most pubs. How 
times have changed for the better!
Bury St Edmunds has been follow-
ing the national trends on eating out 
-  restaurants, cafes and themed F&B 
outlets have expanded hugely to 
cater for the upsurge in café culture 
and the town is fortunate to have the 
reputation it does. 
International, national and local 
brands are always investigating what 
space is on offer in the town and 
we seem to sit alongside the likes 
of Chichester, Winchester, Wind-
sor, Durham and Cheltenham in the 
minds of big brands in the type of 
customer base we offer.
Of course, our fantastic provisions 
and farmers markets support that 
reputation and our amazing local 
producers enhance the experience.
With all the current “doom and 
gloom” in the media concerning the 
High Street, it would be easy for the 

town to continue to focus on its F&B 
offer, but even Bury St Edmunds 
isn’t immune to the bigger picture. 
The rise of the internet, business rates 
and property costs in terms of retail 
are now having an effect in the town 
with empty units appearing: some-
thing that would have been un-
thinkable only a few years ago.
It is important to remember that Bury 
has been extremely fortunate in the 
recent past in that when retail space 
has become available, it has often 
been snapped up quickly by F&B 
operators. Most other towns would 
kill for this to happen in their town 
centre. 
Bury has always had the disposable 
income to support the myriad of food 
options and maintains its national 
reputation.
Dark clouds have inevitably 
started to form over the expansion of 
many F&B chains and local outlets 
as business uncertainty and reduced 
consumer spending has started to hit 
the casual eating out trade. 
Some large national companies have 
closed units down across the country 
but in Bury we seem to be fortunate 
in that our chain restaurants continue 
to survive the culling of units. 
Our local cafes and restaurants con-
tinue to draw in the customers and it 
is a strange event to walk around the 
town, day or night, and not see tables 

full of customers. Maybe Bury St 
Edmunds is just that sort of 
sociable town where we love to meet 
up for a chat over a sandwich or a 
gourmet meal, indeed, the devel-
opment of Bury as a foodie town 
is a huge compliment to locals and 
visitors alike.
The good news is that in Bury St 
Edmunds unlike many other towns, 
the food offer is still expanding, just 
a few weeks ago we saw the arrival 
of Lottie’s waffle and ice cream bar 
on Angel Hill, Kaspa’s dessert house 
on the Cornhill and the re-opening of 
the Queens Head pub as the Queens 
Grill. Any businesses opening at this 
moment in time will have researched 
the market fully before committing to 
any expense and so it is very hearten-
ing to see the continued expansion of 
the town’s offer. Long may it 
continue and that all of the business-
es thrive.
                                  Stephen Moody 
                                Events Secretary

Cafe culture in the town is thriving 
with lots on offer to choose from

Kaspa’s dessert house on the Cornhill which has just opened.

Copy deadline for next 
edition of the Review
The copy deadline for the next 
edition of the Bury Society 
Review is Monday, March 25, 
2019. Please email copy to the 
editor Russell Cook at russell-
cook@sky.com
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Yes, it’s nearly that time again 
when Bury St Edmunds goes 
slightly potty and welcomes over 
120,000 visitors to enjoy the 
Christmas Fayre, now the fourth 
largest Christmas market in the 
UK.
Now in its 16th year, the Fayre has 
morphed from a few stalls in the 
Athenaeum to the huge event of 
today which has really put Bury 
St Edmunds on the national map. 
We have visitors coming back year 
after year for the very special Bury 
combination of over 300 
Christmas stalls, entertainment, 
food and drink, independent 
shops, produce market plus the 
big chain stores. Very few other 
towns can now compete with what 
Bury offers visitors over the long 
weekend and many local towns 
and cities have decided to abandon 
any Christmas activities whilst the 
Bury Fayre is on. Over the years a 
unique mix of events ensures that 
there is something for everyone, 
even the husbands brought along 
to carry the shopping bags.
A great mix of entertainment in 
various locations around the town 
centre and a huge selection of 
cafes, restaurants and pubs ensure 
that everyone can take a break 
from the shopping frenzy.
As always, the Thursday afternoon 
and evening events are aimed 
at the locals to give everyone a 
chance to enjoy the Fayre before 
the official start on Friday. 
The puppet parade by local school-
children from the Apex to the 
Angel Hill will start the proceed-
ings this year and the Thursday 
evening will also have late night 
shopping, free refreshments, dis-
counts on fairground rides and free 
parking, finishing the evening with 
a free firework display.
New this year will be the St Johns 
Street three-day Festival, a chance 
to showcase the fantastic inde-
pendent shops and services that 
contribute so much to the vitality 
of Bury St Edmunds as a shopping 
venue. 

As always Bury St Edmunds can 
struggle at times to accommodate the 
crowds of shoppers and cars and it is 
worth bearing in mind that for many 
shops and services the Christmas 
Fayre weekend can be their worst 
trading time.
Many locals avoid the town centre at 
all costs and this hits traders as 
diverse as hairdressers, shoe 
repairers and estate agents.
The overall picture is great for rais-
ing the profile of Bury nationally and 
at the Tourist Office, we hear many 
times that people have enjoyed their 

experience of Bury during the Fayre 
and want to return during the spring 
and summer to explore the town 
further. This can only be beneficial 
to the town as a whole despite the 
inconveniences caused, the fact that 
people return every year speaks 
volumes about the offer we have 
here. Enjoy the festivities and just 
remember that on the Monday after 
the Fayre, Bury is strangely quiet 
and empty, ready for the locals to 
reclaim the town.
                                  Stephen Moody
                                Events secretary

Town gets set to welcome visitors 
for the annual Christmas Fayre

Angel Hill ... all quiet ahead of the Christmas Fayre.

The Bury Society sponsored an 
event as part of the national Herit-
age Open Days and their talk this 
year was “Under Bury St Edmunds” 
in the United Reform Church Hall 
delivered by Martyn Taylor, chair-
man of the society. 
Ably abetted on the day by 
Stephen Moody, Sue Savage and 
Terry O’Donoghue, the audience 
were treated to an illustrated record 
of the many subjects beneath your 
feet that many of us are totally 
unaware of. From the town’s chalk 
workings and the catastrophic Jac-

queline Close, to hidden ancient 
cellars from medieval times, a 
reminder of the absolute wealth of 
history Bury has to offer. 
Not all the subject matter could be 
described as appetising, some of the 
stench pipes required to ensure the 
sewerage in the town flowed freely 
were on show. The talk finished with 
questions. As all the Bury Society 
events are increasingly gaining pop-
ularity it is so important for mem-
bers to book up in advance to avoid 
disappointment. It is hoped to do a 
re-run in January at the Guildhall.  

Heritage Open Day talk
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Remember the long hot summer? 
Our visit to Chatham Dockyard was 
on one of those beautiful warm sunny 
days and we set off from Ram 
Meadow for the journey. 
A full coach of 53 members and 
guests enjoyed the views over the 
River Thames as we crossed the 
Dartford Bridge and the City towers 
were glinting in the distance.
We were met by one of the “crew” at 
the dockyard who took the group into 
the Mess Deck café for a welcome 
coffee and pastry. 
After receiving maps of the site, the 
group went their separate ways to 
explore the many attractions of the 
Dockyard. 
Chatham has supported the Royal 
Navy on this site for over 400 years 
and has been associated with the 
likes of Sir Francis Drake, Lord 
Nelson and Charles Dickens. It was 
at Chatham Dockyard that Nelson’s 
Flagship HMS Victory was built.  
A day trip hardly does justice to the 
amount to see and do, there was 
free access to all of the site which 
includes “Steam, Steel and Sub-
marines”, RNLI Historic Lifeboat 
collection, Historic Warships, The 
Smithery, “The Big Slip” and the 
Victorian Ropery.
Three warships – HMS Gannet built 
in 1878, HMS Cavalier built in 1944 
and HMS Submarine Ocelot from 
1962 were open for free access and 
you could easily spend a day just vis-
iting one of these magnificent ships.
The Ocelot included a tour and my 
group were fortunate to have an ex-
crew member who brought his stories 

Steam, steel, submarines - and the ropery

to life. Built at the height of the Cold 
War the sub and its technology were 
a chilling reminder of what was hap-
pening at the time and how cramped 
and claustrophobic life was on board.
Lunch was available at various cafes 
and restaurants around the site and 
we then enjoyed a fantastic tour of 
the Ropery - a chance to see the work 
involved in producing the ships ropes 
and the scale of the operation with 
some of our group taking part in 
making their own rope as a souvenir.
Our journey home hit a slight hold up 

on the M11 at Stansted where there 
was a major lorry fire on the mo-
torway, luckily, our driver knew the 
shortcuts and we were only delayed 
by an hour. News reports the next 
morning stated that the M11 was 
still closed so we had a very lucky 
escape. Feedback from the day was 
excellent and I really would recom-
mend a visit to the Dockyard, which 
has something for the whole family 
to enjoy.
                                  Stephen Moody
                                Events Secretary 

One of the magnificent sailing ships on display at Chatham Dockyard.

Former editor is awarded an honoury degree
Congratulations to Richard Carter, 
the former editor of the Bury Society 
Review.
He was awarded an honorary 
doctorate at the West Suffolk Col-
lege’s annual graduation ceremony.
Richard was chair of Governors at 
the college for six years. He served 
as a board member for 16 years and 
retired from the governing body last 
July. During his time as a governor, 
West Suffolk College became a 
founding partner in the drive to cre-
ate the University of Suffolk. Richard 

started work as a journalist on the 
East Anglian Daily Times and in the 
1980s, he helped found a communi-
cations agency in Bury St Edmunds.
Over the past 25 years, his roles have 
included being director and chairman 
of Suffolk Housing Society; chair 
of Governors at Hardwick Middle 
School and chairman of the Mid 
Anglian Enterprise Agency. 
Richard retains his links with 
education as a member of two multi 
academy trusts in Suffolk.
He was honoured with an MBE in 

the 2018 New Year Honours for his 
services to education.
He said: “I feel that the University of 
Suffolk is bestowing on me a great 
honour. It was very unexpected. I am 
proud of having played a small part 
in the creation of the university and 
delighted to see it now well estab-
lished as it works in partnership with 
further education colleges across 
Suffolk. Most importantly of all, it 
means that students can fulfil their 
degree level educational ambitions in 
a modern centre of excellence.”
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100 days in post and trying to get 
the bigger picture of the long term
He has just been in post as the Dean 
of St Edmundbury for 100 days and 
The Very Rev Joe Hawes describes 
what he calls his “Five a day” priori-
ties for the Cathedral’s life.

A hundred days, give or take, since I 
walked, trembling, through the great 
doors of St Edmundsbury Cathedral 
to be installed as Dean, I can be 
thankful not to have been exposed to 
the kind of scrutiny about one’s first 
100 days in post normally reserved 
for politicians.
However, I am keeping my eyes and 
ears open, trying to listen more than I 
talk, avoiding the temptation to jump 
to over-hasty conclusions, trying to 
get the bigger picture of the long 
term needs of the cathedral and what 
its town and county expect and need 
from it. I have developed what I am 
starting to call my “Five a day”: the 
five priorities which seem to me to 
be imperative for the cathedral to ad-
dress so that it can continue to serve 
its communities. 
Three of them have to do with im-
proving relations with the 
diocese, attracting younger families 
and strengthening the music founda-
tion, but the two which will, I think 
most interest readers are the financial 
resilience and the buildings which are 
fit for purpose.

1 Financial resilience. 

St Edmundsbury is no different to 
other cathedrals in terms of the par-
adox it faces: more visited, attended, 
sought out, loved, and seemingly 
relevant despite today’s spiritually 
arid society, and yet, at the same 
time under greater financial pres-
sure than ever before. Aside from 
a handful of ancient foundations 
with substantial endowments, most 
cathedrals struggle to maintain an 
extraordinarily rich programme of 
worship, events and programmes 
with resources, financial and human 
which are stretched to breaking point. 
It is no secret that St Edmundsbury is 
running its annual budget at a deficit 
which is unsustainable, so financial 

resilience and stability must be at the 
top of my list of priorities.
 
2 Buildings which are fit for purpose.
 
The completion of building projects 
over the past 20 years have given us 
a beautiful cathedral, bathed in light, 
its tower a beacon for surrounding 
town and countryside, but cramped 
offices, an eight bedroomed Deanery 
which needs adaptation and essential 

works. We now have the prospect of 
working with the Bury Heritage Part-
nership on the exciting prospect of a 
Visitor Centre to present both cathe-
dral and conserved Abbey Ruins. All 
these present challenge and opportu-
nity to complete the vision of trans-
formation for the cathedral and the 
provision of buildings which work. 
More than anything else, I am excited 
by the prospect of buildings which 
truly deliver the cathedral working 
closely with its community. 
Can you imagine the wonderful 
double height Georgian hallway of 
the Deanery (its somewhat intrusive 
Edwardian staircase sympathetically 
remodelled to provide a larger space) 
opened up to cathedral and communi-
ty use, not just reserved for the exclu-
sive use of the Dean and his cat?
Pragmatic and concrete objectives 
from a man of God you may think, 
and you would be right, but money 
and buildings are only a means to an 
end: the end is an earthly com-
munity which helps us glimpse 
heaven. 
Financial resilience and buildings 
which work release us from intro-
spection and anxiety so that we can 
build true community.

The Right Reverend Joe Hawes, the 
Dean of St Edmundsbury Cathedral 
who has been in post for 100 days.

Former courts building is Grade II status

Following the closure of the Magis-
trates Courts in Bury St Edmunds in 
October 2016, the Churchgate Area 
Association along with support from 
the Bury Society approached Historic 
England with a view to listing the 
building. 
Although it is in a conservation area 
and thus afforded some protection it 
was agreed that listing of the build-
ing, currently up for sale, would 

ensure that it would not be compro-
mised, something that a change of 
use could very well do if it was not 
listed. The measured reply from His-
toric England said: “A consultation 
response will be considered in our 
recommendation to the Secretary of 
State whether the building should be 
added to the list.”
And this month it was granted Grade 
II status by the Secretary of State.
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Our Winter Luncheon takes place on 
Saturday, February 9,at the Southgate 
Community Centre on Caie Walk 
(Sat nav IP33 2PJ).
The recently refurbished venue is 
spacious for over 80 guests and has 
free parking adjacent. The kitchens 
have been remodelled with input by 
our caterer Andrea and now provides 
excellent facilities for catering on a 
large scale.
We have tried to provide a menu that 
will suit as many people as possible, 
taking into consideration the time of 
year and cost and I hope you will find 
the menu to your liking. 
This year, we are providing a three-
course luncheon with a glass of wine 
or soft drink included and at a very 
reasonable price of only £22.50 per 
person.
This year, to lighten the event, we are 
providing entertainment in the form 

of a magician by the name of Marco 
Pusterla who will perform before and 
during the meal. Marco comes highly 

Magician to entertain at Winter lunch

Some of the group at a behind-the-scenes tour of the Theatre Royal.

recommended and will dazzle and 
amaze you with magic tricks whilst 
you are enjoying your lunch.
The Dean of St Edmundsbury, Joe 
Hawes, will be joining us for the 
event (and may end up being a volun-
teer for the magic!)
Please find enclosed with this review 
a booking form for the luncheon. 
To assist with the catering and costs 
we would ask you to choose your 
menu in advance as indicated on the 
booking form. If anyone has specific 
requirements, please let me know as 
soon as possible.
On behalf of the Bury Society, we 
look forward to seeing you at the 
Winter Luncheon. Places are limited 
as always, so we would appreciate 
early booking to avoid disappoint-
ment.
                                  Stephen Moody
                                Events Secretary

Magician Marco Pusterla who will 
be entertaining guests at the Winter 
Luncheon at Southgate Community 
Centre, in February

A group of 30 members enjoyed a 
tour of the front of house and behind 
the scenes of the Theatre Royal. 
Built in 1819 by the architect Wil-
liam Wilkins (who was also respon-
sible for the National Gallery in Tra-
falgar Square), the Theatre Royal is 
the third oldest working theatre in the 
UK. The group learnt about Georgian 
and Regency society in the town and 
the history of the original theatre in 
the town – The Market Cross. 
With a capacity of around 300, the 
Market Cross was soon replaced by 
William who selected a sloping site 
to the south of the grid. 
Opened as “The New Theatre”, the 
building was segregated by class, 
with the well-to-do using the main 
foyer and different entrances for the 
lower classes. Our group was shown 
around the theatre by myself and 
Mike Dean. Up in the Upper Circle, 
the group experienced the excellent 
acoustics and site lines, inspired by 
the classic Greek Theatre at 
Taormina, in Sicily. 
William went on the Grand Tour and 
was captivated by the natural amphi-
theatre with Mount Etna towering 
over the stage.

Behind the scenes of the Theatre Royal

Now seating 340, the theatre was 
originally designed to accommodate 
780, with hard wooden benches 
and 120 people standing up on the 
top floor gallery. On to the stage, 
the group experienced the thrill of 
facing the audience. The scenery, 
rigging and lighting were explained, 
and we then proceeded to the work-
room space – the area set aside for 
carpentry and set construction. 
Onto the dressing rooms, wardrobe 
and the Green Room relaxation area, 

the group was told about some of the 
theatre traditions, including never to 
use the name of “the Scottish Play.”
We concluded the tour via the 
orchestra pit and pit seating area 
where the group were told about the 
current operations of the theatre and 
looking forward to its 200th anniver-
sary in 2019.  Thanks to the Theatre 
Royal team who looked after us so 
well.
                                 Stephen Moody
                               Events Secretary 
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Bury Society chairman Martyn 
Taylor has written another revealing 
book about the town entitled “Bury 
St Edmunds in 50 Buildings” and in 
this issue of the Review we feature 
Debenhams.
Having left the town in 1998, the 
national retailer was a major target 
to return to a prime location when 
the Arc development was put for-
ward on the old Cattle Market site. 
In January 2007, main contractors, 
Taylor Woodrow started building the 
Arc which opened in March 2009. 
Centros Miller, the Arc developer 
and the architects Hopkins and Asso-
ciates on behalf of St Edmundsbury 
Council, wanted to come up with a 
build for Debenhams that was not 
only cutting edge but ultra-modern, 
they certainly achieved that! The 
store is laid out over a basement, 
ground floor and first floor and the 
exterior is clad in cast aluminium 
rain-screen panels numbering 2,805 
of 254 types creating a 3,200 sq me-
tre curved surface to a futuristic de-
sign. The company responsible was 
the C A Group Ltd of Evenwood, 
County Durham, their architectural 

division Execa, using a sand-cast-
ing method, creating moulds out of 
sand then set with epoxy resin, this 
was deemed to be the most effective 
method of creating the many com-
plex forms and shapes. 
The plates were coated in a clear 
protective lacquer to give a durable 
and attractive surface. 
This shiny metallic finish is made up 
of numerous diamond shapes which 
are evenly spaced to allow delicate 
illumination from behind. 
Nick Belden, head of the Execa 
division, was extremely pleased with 
the way that this complex and unique 
cladding project came out on time 
and on budget and put it down to the 
3D surface modelling software like 
that used in aerospace and automo-
bile industries. 
This in contrast to residents of Bury, 
where alien-like and contentious are 
some of the unkindest descriptions 
used, a bit like Marmite.
Martyn’s book is available from 
Amberley Publishing at £14.99. 
Copies should also be available from 
the Cathedral Shop, Moyses Hall, 
Waterstones and The Apex.

Debenhams: one of the 
50 buildings in new book

Debenhams in the Arc Shopping Centre.



SATURDAY, JANUARY 5
10.30am, Unitarian Meeting House, 
Churchgate Street.
A talk by Bury St Edmunds Tour 
Guide Adrian Tindall on “Bury At 
War - Through the Ages.”
Book via the TiC  on Angel Hill

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9
11.30am for noon
Annual Winter Lunch

Members’ programme through to next year

Don’t miss the opportunity to add your weight to the Bury Society team. 
Apply for membership now.
Either use the website: theburysociety.org.uk to download a 
membership form from the Home Page by clicking the “Join Us’ panel or 
telephone the membership secretary Sue Savage on 01284 719243.

Contributions to the Review do not necessary reflect that of the Bury 
Society.

Three-course lunch with a glass of 
wine £22.50. Booking form  with 
menu options in this Review

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
10.30am – 12.30pm
Spring Coffee Morning
United Reformed Church, Whiting 
Street  

TUESDAY, APRIL 30
Day trip to Woodbridge with a cruise 
on the Deben, £22.50
Booking form in the Spring Review 
and on the website 

THURSDAY, MAY 23
6.30pm for 7pm
Annual General Meeting 
with a talk by Dr Richard Hoggett 
from the Abbey of St Edmund Part-
nership. United Reformed Church, 
Whiting Street

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
10am, Themed guided tours of 

central Bury St Edmunds with
registered tour guides. Meet at the 
War Memorial, Angel Hill
Booking at the TiC

THURSDAY, JULY 18
Day trip to Kings Lynn and 
Sandringham House and Gardens
A guided walk around historic Kings 
Lynn with coffee on arrival and a 
chance to visit the Queen’s Norfolk 
residence. 
Booking form in the Summer Review 
and Website

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
10.30am, Heritage Open Week
A talk by Martyn Taylor on ‘Lost 
Bury St Edmunds’ at the United 
Reformed Church, Whiting Street

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
10.30am to 12.30pm
Autumn Get-Together
Unitarian Meeting House
Coffee and cakes

Work begins on Ouida memorial
Work has begun on restoring the 
Ouida Memorial with conservator 
George Monger bringing it back to 
its former glory.
The landmark, which stands at the 
junction of Horringer Road and 
Vinery Road is now undergoing 
restoration work thanks to generous 
grants from the Town Council and 
councillors Richard Rout and Patrick 
Chung. The trough will be eventual-
ly planted up by Bury in Bloom.

Reg Sharpe obituary
In the previous edition of the Review 
we ran an obituary for Reg Sharpe, 
the past chairman of the Society who 
died aged 87, on June 11, at North 
Court Care Home, however the 
contributor’s name, Sarah Green, was 
omitted from the article. We apol-
ogise for the not including it in the 
article.

The mission of the Abbey of St 
Edmund Heritage Partnership is to 
deepen public understanding of the 
life and times of St Edmund and the 
Medieval Abbey and to encourage 
people to experience the spiritual, 
historical and archaeological signifi-
cance of the Abbey of St Edmund in 
the modern world.
The Heritage Partnership now has 
about 30 partners and 30 associates 
including over 15 local and regional 
partner organisations in the public 
private and voluntary sectors.  
It ran a successful Heritage Work-
shop in February and is holding a 
conference on January 26 to present 
the key points from the two consul-
tancy studies and to outline the way 
forward.  Local people are invited 
to attend and there will be a parallel 
schools event to ensure as much 
community engagement as possible.  

Abbey of St Edmund
Partnership to hold
January conference

      


