
Most of us only see the work of the 
Bury St Edmunds Society through 
the various events that take place 
during the year.  
One or two are more formal, like our 
annual general meeting in May, but 
these enable us to have our say on 
things that affect our town and that is 
one of the reasons we are members 
of the Bury Society. The majority of 
our events, however, are just excus-
es to enjoy ourselves and be part of 
something. Some of our events help 
us to develop our knowledge of the 
town that we all love so much, and 
all our events mean that we can find 
out what is going on from fellow 

members, perhaps in a different part 
of the town. 
Somebody once said: “Events make 
people come out of their little boxes 
and become part of the whole” and it 
is important to find out the views of 
others who share our town – even if 
we don’t necessarily agree with them. 
Socialising is an important part of 
our lives. Meeting friends, making 
new friends, finding others with 
like minds (or not!), discussing the 
latest news, enjoying a little food 
and drink at the same time. It is these 
things that make us all who we are 
but more importantly add something 
to our everyday lives. We also visit 

other places across our region and 
beyond. Recent trips to Chatham 
Dockyard, a Tide Mill and the boat 
trip along the River Deben were new 
experiences. Visiting historic houses 
always helps us see “how the other 
half lives” and just satisfies our great 
desire to be nosey. The events pro-
gramme provides different ways to 
get involved and make the most of 
your membership and feedback on 
our programme and ideas for future 
events are welcomed. Shared experi-
ences which can change our lives or 
our outlook on life may well grow 
out of just one of these events.
                                       Alan Baxter
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Anglia in Bloom judges in town 
tour to see colourful displays

Three of the army of Abbey Gardens Friends Volunteer Gardeners: Sandra 
Curry, Jo Morrell and Maureen Highland.

Flowerbeds, plant pots, trees, 
hanging baskets and a selection of 
artwork and displays came under the 
eye of Anglia in Bloom judges.
Philip Stone, Julia Smith and Joan 
Gibson were given a guided tour of 
Bury St Edmunds, on July 19, by 
Stephen Moody, co-ordinator of Bury 
in Bloom, to see the array of colour 
around the town.
They first met up at the Athenaeum 
where they were told of the number 
of projects carried out across the 
town including Bury Young and 
Senior Green Fingers, Abbey Garden 
Friends Volunteer Gardeners, the 
Crafty Wheels Project along with 
details of the Certificates of Merit 
which were handed out to people 
across Bury St Edmunds.
They then went across to the 
Cathedral to meet up with Madeleine 
Roberts who explained to them about 
the Buzzing Bee Arts Project in the 
Cloisters which had themes on parks, 
water meadows, countryside and 

Anglia in Bloom judges Philip Stone, Julia Smith and Joan Gibson in the 
Abbey Gardens with Stephen Moody and Michelle Freeman.

meadows and gardens.
The judges were taken on a walk 
along Churchgate Street, Hatter 
Street and Langton Place to view the 
many and varied hanging 
baskets then to The Guildhall to view 
the gardens before they boarded a 
mini bus for an extended view of the 
town taking in the Southgate Green 
roundabout, Crown Street, St Mary’s 
Square, Cullum Road, Mayne- 
water Road, Westgate Street and on 
to St Edmunds School to look at the 
school garden, the forest school area 
and the composting carried out.

Then it was on to the “smile bed’ at 
the Parkway corner towards the Arc 
Shopping Centre where they walked 
through Market Thoroughfare to the 
Cornhill, the Traverse and Shambles 
down Abbeygate Street to Angel 
Hill and onto the Angel Hotel before 
walking across to the Abbey Gardens 
where they were given a ride in the 
Bury St Edmunds rickshaw by Tom 
West. They met up with Adrian Hall, 
the parks manager, and Michelle 
Freeman, from The Crafty Foxes, 
and inspected the colourful Crafty 
Wheels display before touring the 
gardens to see the sundial planting 
the wildflower and bulb planting and 
bee and bug hotel, the herb garden, 
rose garden and water garden, ending 
their tour at the Greene King 
Brewery Café for lunch.
Stephen said: “It was a very hectic 
and exhausting morning but we were 
thankful for the weather. All the stops 
were pulled out; we were sweeping 
the streets and picking up litter.”
Judge Philip Stone added: “It’s been 
so varied and the town is very colour-
ful but what has impressed us was the 
work of the schoolchildren and the 
highlight has got to be the rickshaw 
ride.”
The results will be announced in 
September.
                                      Russell Cook

A £2 million project to restore The 
Guildhall in Bury St Edmunds has 
been shortlisted in the Royal Institute 
ember.



Lots of activity by Bury in Bloom

3

Bury in Bloom started the year 
examining projects and ideas to 
take forward, and the Bee-Friendly 
planting trail stood out as one which 
all of Bury could be involved in and 
would work well in schools. We sent 
out a questionnaire to all the schools 
and gauged the interest in type of 
projects that they would be interested 
in doing.
We researched the current curricu-
lum and found that the bee trail and 
pollination would fit into many of the 
subjects being taught, which brought 
the schools on board.
Busy Green Fingers (pre-school and 
nursery) and Young Green Fingers 
(school age) went out to the schools 
to encourage participation, and we 
were able to give schools bee-friend-
ly plant seeds kindly donated by 
Thompson & Morgan and the Bury 
Society. Schools were encouraged to 
set aside planting areas and use the 
seeds to grow pollinating plants.
The Arc Shopping Centre came on 
board with the bee-friendly project 
and replanted their tubs and troughs 
with bee-friendly plants, and the 
Abbey Gardens set aside an area of 
the gardens to grow wild and attract 
the insects.We will be celebrating the 
achievements of the schools at the 
start of the Autumn term; each school 
was encouraged to use the BiB theme 
in art and science projects as well as 
planting. 

Pictured left is the glorious sight of the Cathedral in the background with the Abbey Gardens in the foreground, 
centre, Anglia in Bloom judges Julia Smith and Joan Gibson get a ride on the rickshaw by Tom West, and right 
Michelle Freeman at the Crafty Wheels in the Abbey Gardens.

Madeleine Roberts, our artist in 
residence, took on the bee-friend-
ly theme and held art workshops 
around the schools and nursing 
homes. The exhibition is currently 
on display in the Cathedral Clois-
ters.
Another BiB project this year was 
the unveiling of the James Moore 
sculpture on Mount Road. A Bury 
man, James won the very first cycle 
race from Paris to Rouen, and the 
sculpture was commissioned to join 
the other BiB sculptures around the 
town. 
As part of the James Moore project, 
Michelle Freeman of Crafty Foxes 
came up with the idea of the Circle 
of Inspiration art workshops. Using 
discarded bicycle wheels, Michelle 
took well known inspirational 
quotes and used them to produce 
artwork which is currently on dis-
play in the Abbey Gardens. 
BiB sold more hanging baskets 
this year than last, due to the warm 
weather last year. Our baskets 
adorn the town centre and are
watered thrice weekly to ensure 
that they look their best throughout 
the summer. We have ensured that 
50% of the baskets are peat free 
this year, in 2020 we will go to 
100% peat free to ensure sustaina-
bility. Our roundabouts continue to 
look their best. Remedial work was 
carried out on the Tollgate river of 

flowers in the spring to freshen up 
the area. 
On the back of the refurbishment, 
BiB was able to secure a new spon-
sor on a three year deal. We current-
ly have two “triangles” – Eastgate 
Street and Maynewater Lane avail- 
able to sponsor.
Senior Green Fingers has had smaller 
projects this year as the team decided 
to take some time off. A knight in 
shining armour, Babs 
Postlethwaite, an Abbey Gardens 
Friend, stepped up to the plate and 
worked with both Stradbroke Court 
and St Peter’s House Care Homes to 
create delightful areas for the resi-
dents to use and enjoy.
The West Suffolk Hospital estates 
team contacted BiB to engage with 
us on the replanting and landscaping 
of the hospital grounds. The hospital 
directors were keen to work with 
BiB and in turn, we were delighted 
to work with them. The hospital has 
re-planted the front areas to encour-
age wildlife and were keen to be 
associated with this year’s theme of 
bee-friendly planting. The hospital 
laid out areas of wildflowers and 
lavenders to create a welcoming 
entrance to the site as well as land-
scaping the entrances with hardier 
plants and proudly display the BiB 
roundels.

                                  Stephen Moody

             Bury in Bloom co-ordinator 
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A well-attended Bury Society annual 
general meeting was held at the 
United Reformed Church Hall on 
Thursday, May 23. 
With complimentary drinks and 
nibbles and a very accomplished 
presentation by Dr Richard Hoggett 
on the past and future of the Abbey 
of St Edmundsbury the evening was 
a success. 
The committee was re-elected, 
planning and financial reports 
delivered, and I thanked the help of 
all those willing people who give of 
their time to help keep the Society 
buoyant. 
At this time of year, the Bury in 
Bloom volunteers are out judging the 
front gardens, hanging baskets, pots 
and window boxes for certificates of 
merit. 
This wonderful initiative methodi-
cally run as ever by Elizabeth 
Clement is greatly appreciated by all 
the recipients. However, this will be 
Elizabeth’s swansong as she has 
decided to retire. She certainly 
deserves the gratitude of the Bury 
Society.
Jane Hamblin has kindly agreed 
to take over the reins of this very 
important part of the Bury Society’s 
outreach to the community. 
Bury in Bloom as has been so often 
said is a major contributor to the 
continuance of the beautification of 
the town.
Another major part of the Bury 
Society work is to be vigilant in 
maintaining of what we consider is 
good design and locality for new 
developments. 
For this, Roderick Rees, our planning 
guru, must be thanked. 
With the growing trend as has been 
said in the past of commercial prop-
erty being converted to residential it 
is as incumbent as ever on the part of 
the society to monitor these appli-
cations; currently we have Cornhill 
Walk, Blomfield House, the former 
magistrates courts, the ex-Lloyds 
bank in Risbygate Street and Palmers 
in Abbeygate Street, all facing uncer-
tain futures. 

Annual general meeting updated 
on host of issues over past year

The Bury in Bloom volunteer judges gave a Highly Commended certificate 
to this front garden in Ashwell Road. 
Certainly, what we know of what 
is in store for us next year is the 
celebration of the millennium of the 
founding of the Abbey of St 
Edmundsbury. 
Still early days yet, but the many 

ideas being put forward to the 2020 
committee now being chaired by the 
Town Council’s recent chairman 
Andrew Speed will no doubt be 
much appreciated by residents and 
visitors alike.

£192k grant for work at
Station Master’s House
Greater Anglia have announced 
they have received a grant of 
£192,000 from the Railway 
Heritage Trust for remedial 
works to the Station Master’s 
House. Greater Anglia them-
selves are also making a contri-
bution of £400,000. 
However, there remains the 
question of the building’s future, 
because we are concerned about 
the long term viability for any 
commercial use. 
So perhaps the Station Mas-
ter’s House could be used as a 

community facility for the new flats 
under construction on Station Hill? 
A Lawful Development Certificate 
has also been approved for a new 
74 space car park on the north side 
- though the issue of how to provide 
a direct access onto the platforms 
to avoid walking back via Fornham 
Road still has to be fully addressed. 
In the meantime, progress is being 
made with the establishment of a 
Stakeholder Group to more formally 
monitor events at the station.

                                    Roderick Rees



The Society attended a rather inter-
esting presentation for the redevel-
opment of the vacant Lloyds Bank 
premises on the junction of 
Risbygate Street and Parkway 
with 48 flats for “retirement liv-
ing.” 
The plans show a three/four storey 
building with a mixture of one and 
two bedroom flats, a concierge 
office and a residents’ lounge.
Outside, there is a green com-
munal area and 22 parking 
spaces. The Society considers this 
to be a sustainable location within 
walking distance of town facilities. 
The appearance is traditional with 
pitched roofs over a mixture of 
brick and render elevations and 
demonstrates a local context. 
The scheme is aimed at the over-
60s home ownership market which 
the Society considers has often 
been overlooked with recent 
applications. 
A formal application is likely to be 
lodged within the next few weeks. 
We consider the design to be a 
huge improvement upon that 
proposed two years ago for a much 
taller building of 55 flats.
At the council’s Planning Commit-
tee meeting in March, the 
Society called for a deferment of 
the application for the redevelop-
ment of the empty Cornhill Walk 
premises - and the committee 
agreed. 
However, a virtually identical 
resubmission has now been made, 
so the Society wrote again to say 
we still do not see how a develop-
ment of this scale can be success-
fully integrated into this location 
without the full involvement of the 
community it aims to serve. 
Both the Society and the local 
residents’ group had offered to 
meet up with the applicant to 
discuss how the plans might be 
moved forward to accommodate 
the very real concerns of the local 
community, so the Society was 
surprised to see this new submis-
sion come out of the blue. 
Our main concerns remain over-

looking, viability of large scale retail, 
detailed design and HGV traffic in 
the Short Brackland area.
Elsewhere, the past few months have 
seen little new activity, though sever-
al earlier submissions have now been 
determined. The Bury Society wrote 
in support of the makeover of the 
empty Argos premises on the But-
termarket including four apartments 
facing High Baxter Street – and the 
plans were approved. 
We also supported the application to 
convert the former Bowers 
Motorcycle showrooms on 
Risbygate Street into 10 apartments 
– and these plans were also approved. 
We lodged objections to two applica-
tions for the conversion of the closed 
Health Centre on Looms Lane into 
flats, querying the issue of afford-
able homes and our concern about 
the design’s over-bearing bulk and 
monolithic appearance - but the plans 
were approved.
We supported revised plans to con-
vert the short terrace of shops into 
houses at the top of St Andrews 
Street North, and permission was 
granted. 
The Society said it was not convinced 
that the new signage planned for the 
Angel Hotel would be an enhance-
ment of the façade but the application 
was passed.
The Society also made suggestions 
regarding new signage and fascia for 

Plan for empty Argos store is well 
thought through application for site

the Cycle King premises on Angel 
Hill. 
Looking to the future, the council 
has tabled for comment ambitious 
plans for a new public sector hub on 
Western Way comprising support 
services such as police and NHS as 
well as West Suffolk College and 
even relocating the Leisure Centre. 
And the new Operational Waste 
Hub at Fornham should complete 
by the year end. 
                                   Roderick Rees
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Waste hub is on 
schedule to open 
by end of the year
Construction work on a facility to 
meet changing needs for waste man-
agement is said to be “progressing 
well” and is on track to be fully 
operational before the end of the 
year. The West Suffolk Opera-
tional Hub at Hollow Road Farm, in 
Fornham St Martin, will see waste 
facilities moved to a single site to 
help future-proof services against 
predicted growth.
The project is a partnership between 
Suffolk County Council and West 
Suffolk Council.
The new hub will include a waste 
transfer station, split-level household 
waste recycling centre, vehicle depot 
and re-use shop facility.
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In June of this year Weston Homes 
plc (currently building a development 
on Station Hill) submitted an outline 
planning application to build 215 
dwellings on a brownfield site 
previously owned by Pigeon 
Developments. Perhaps attention 
should now be focused on Tayfen 
Road as a whole. 
The proposed location was once the 
home of Silver Roadways, part of the 
Tate & Lyle Group that transported 
raw sugar to Silvertown in London. 
This was before the Silver Spoon 
Sugar Refinery came about in Bury 
St Edmunds in 1973. 
A car sales garage was then built 
here in Tayfen Road only being 
demolished just a few years ago. 
Businesses have come and gone; the 
Lucky Break snooker club in the old 
T H Wenn & Co maltings, Grafton 
Harvey clothing factory and the Gas 
Works with the last gasholder of 
three demolished in 2016.
The Tay stream lent its name to the 
Tayfen, once a place of execution in 
days gone by. 
Always a wet area of the town, this 
association continued with the names 
used in the Tayfen Meadows estate 
built by Bloor Homes such as Fen 
Way, Willow Way, Sedge Way, Marsh 
Way and Bullrush Crescent. Mind 
you, nearby Springfield Road and 
Spring Lane are also obvious clues 
from the past as is Osier Road with 
the former John Banks garage on its 
corner, now flattened. 
Meadows here once grew osier 
willows, their supple shoots so 
important in basket making. 
These willows were put to good use 
by George Esau Houghton in his 
basket weaving business, his factory 
premises in nearby St Andrews Street 
North and his shop where Edis of Ely 
butchers are now in St John’s Street. 
In the past many delivery tradesmen 
such as bakers found baskets a 
necessity in their line of business.
A much vaunted Bury Inner Relief 
Road was put forward to run from 
Northgate roundabout to Western 
Way in the early 1980’s via Tayfen 

The history of Tayfen Road uncovers 
a wealth of detail and information 

Tayfen Road in 2003: note the diesel prices.

Road, along Spring Lane, across the 
bottom of the KEGs school playing 
fields till it met with Western Way. 
Several businesses closed and prop-
erties blighted along the way 
included Percy Fulcher Steel-
works, Spring Lane Caravan Park, 
the Greyhound track and Tayfen 

Terrace. With demolition looming 
these Victorian cottages were saved 
when the road idea was scrapped, 
their restoration received an award 
in 2003. 
It was because the road was not 
proceeded with that Bloor Homes 
built their large development of 
163 homes on 67 acres off Spring 
Lane at the end of Tayfen Road 
called Tayfen Meadows, because of 
unstable ground piling for founda-
tions meant extra expense. How-
ever, some garden walls cracked 
over time as their footings were not 
piled. 
Not widely known is the fact that 
there are peat deposits some three 
to four metres down in some areas 
on the north side of Tayfen Road so 
Caveat Emptor!
                                  Martyn Taylor

The plaque of George Esau 
Houghton.

The development site by Weston Homes.



Survey reveals people want more 
information on Abbey of St Edmund
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The work of the Heritage Partnership 
is continuing to progress well on 
various fronts.  
The focus now is on the visitor 
survey, the programme of commu-
nity engagement, the preparation 
of funding applications for future 
projects and preparations to establish 
the Heritage Partnership as an 
independent charity.  
We gave our thanks for all the 
support we get from several friends 
at the Bury Society (you know who 
they are!) at the Annual General 
Meeting on May 23. 
The initial analysis of the visitor 
survey showed that most people 
know very little about the Abbey 
of St Edmund and would like more 
information about its story.  
We have run several community 
engagement meetings with local 
groups and recently with two local 
schools to tell the story of the Abbey 
and to encourage people of all ages 
to take an interest in our very special 
local heritage.  
We are keen for more people to get 
involved as volunteers.  
West Suffolk Council is now level-
ling the ground for the provision of 
two tennis courts and a picnic site at 
the former Eastgate Nursery across 
the River Lark from the Abbey 
Gardens.  
As a leading member of the Heritage 
Partnership it asked us to circulate 
our contacts with an invitation to 
help at four community arch-

aeology sessions before construction 
work began.  
These sessions were fully subscribed 
and a lot of interesting evidence was 
uncovered. 
We are now preparing a full applica-
tion to the Heritage Fund (was HLF) 
for over £200,000 to support the 2020 
Millennium Celebrations of the foun-
dation of the Abbey of St Edmund by 
King Cnut in 1020 AD.  The outline 
Project Enquiry was submitted in early 
July and we hope to get some useful 
feedback well before the application 
deadline in late August.  
The exciting programme of activities 

for the Millennium Celebrations will 
be announced in due course.
In the meantime, we are continuing 
our discussions with Historic 
England and English Heritage about 
a programme of potential projects for 
further funding applications to them 
and to the Heritage Fund in the near 
future.  
Some of the projects in the next fund-
ing applications will be badged as 
Heritage Partnership “2020 projects” 
if our bids are successful.  
We are already working on some 
“starter projects” already funded by 
Locality Budget allocations.  
We are still working on the prepara-
tion of draft governance documents 
in consultation with our key 
partners at the Cathedral, West 
Suffolk Council and Bury St Ed-
munds Town Council. The Bury 
Society was first to the post in 
supporting the draft documents in 
principle. The next step will be to 
submit the Draft Constitution to the 
Charity Commission for comment 
and approval.  
Charitable status will set up the 
Heritage Partnership on the necessary 
formal basis.
                              Richard Summers

Pictured above is Graham Manning (blue hat) from the Heritage Partnership 
with Edward Simmons and Amber Bentham at the community archaelogical 
dig at the former Eastgate Nurseries.

Hannah Pledge carrying out the visitor survery for the Abbey of St Edmund 
Partnership.
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“To see it on fire was heart-breaking 
and an absolute tragedy.”
These were the words of Paul 
Romaine when in June 2012 a major 
fire devastated the Grade I 17th cen-
tury Cupola House, in The Traverse. 
A similar comment was made by 
Alan Jary, chairman of the Bury 
Society at the time, who said that 
the fire was “incredibly sad” and 
described Cupola House as one of 
Bury’s “iconic” buildings.
Back in November 2002, Paul
Romaine had acquired Cupola House 
and had subsequently spent half a 
million pounds carefully restoring 
the1693 Grade I Listed building, 
resulting in it being taken off English 
Heritage’s Buildings at Risk Register. 
In 2006 he sold Cupola House to the 
Strada restaurant group.  
It was six years later that a fire in the 
kitchens got out of control, result-
ing in the destruction of most of the 
building, although the facade 
remained virtually intact. 
Fortunately, the diners and staff were 
all safely evacuated.
At the time, English Heritage stated 
that they were “very saddened” by 
the event and undertook discussions 
with St Edmundsbury Borough 
Council to see how much of the 
historic fabric was potentially sal-
vageable: “We will continue to work 
with the council to ensure the most 
appropriate conservation approach is 
taken”. 
Simon Pott, a former chairman of the 
Bury Society, said: “I believe strong-
ly that this needs to be rebuilt. It’s 
not going to be the same, but it can 
be done.”
Eventually, the decision was made to 
rebuild/restore Cupola House, using 
architects Purcell and local builders, 
Seamans. 
Purcell stated that they hoped to 
achieve a “scholarly reconstruction”. 
Five years later the work was com-
pleted. and the National Federation 
of Builders named it as their Heritage 
Project of the Year.
But what of its Listed status? 
When in 2017 the rebuilt Cupola 
House was opened as a restaurant by 
Bourgee, it was still being described 

Cupola House: Formally listed

in the press as a “Grade I” Listed 
building. 
At this point, local historian Dr Pat 
Murrell wrote to the press question-
ing the continuance of this grading, 
pointing out that the rebuilt Cupola 
House was a “pastiche”  of its for-
mer self and that so little remained 
of the original building. Martyn 
Taylor, the current chairman of the 
Bury Society commented that: “The 
general consensus is that it’s a re-
build. It’s not a restoration because 
how can you restore something 
that’s not there?”
Dr Murrell had been intimately 
involved in giving Paul Romaine 
historical advice during the restora-
tion of the building, prior to 2006. 
Through her research, she had 
acquired an in-depth knowledge of 
the original building as well as its 
occupants. 
Strangely, during the post-fire 
reconstruction period, she was not 
consulted by the owners or their 
architects, despite offering free 
assistance.
It was at this stage that I became 
interested in the matter and wrote 
to the press supporting Dr Murrell’s 
concern at the continuance of 
Cupola House’s Grade I status.
“Dr Murrell’s comments should not 

be seen as undermining the efforts 
of those involved in the reconstruc-
tion of Cupola House but as the 
honest opinion of a professional 
historian who is, understandably, 
concerned about the integrity of the 
grading system adopted by 
Historic England (previously ‘Eng-
lish Heritage’)”. 
I contacted Historic England in 
May 2017, as I couldn’t under-
stand why they had decided not to 
re-grade Cupola House: they had 
been aware of the devastating fire in 
2012 and of the extensive damage 
to this Grade I building. 
I received the puzzling reply say-
ing: “Unless it has been 
specifically highlighted that a build-
ing no longer exists, or has been 
severely changed, it will remain 
listed and the list entry text will 
be unchanged. Because of this, we 
rely on people such as yourself to 
identify these cases.”
They said that they would look into 
it, but, hearing nothing more by 
February 2018, I contacted Historic 
England again and they suggested 
that I complete an application form 
to ask for a “full amendment”. 
In submitting this form, I advised 

Continued on next page.

The burnt out facade of Cupola House following the devasting fire.
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From previous page.

Historic England to contact Dr 
Murrell who would be able to give 
them detailed information about 
Cupola House, both before and after 
the fire. I was pleased that Historic 
England then took this advice.
Over a year later, Historic England 
eventually completed their assessment 
and made a recommendation to the 
Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport. 
On June 19 this year Dr Murrell and I 
received notification that the grading 
of Cupola House had been amended to 
Grade II. 
In summing-up the reasons for their 
decision, Historic England said:
“Cupola House retains its important 
role in the character of Bury St Ed-
munds’ streetscape and has consider-
able group value. Some parts of the 
building have survived and the quality 
of the reconstruction and replica fabric 
is high. The updated list entry is im-
portant in allowing original and replica 
fabric to be identified and managed 
appropriately. Nevertheless, sadly the 

Grade II by Historic England

Fireman damping down at Cupola House following the fire.

fire did much damage and this must 
be recognised by reducing the grade 
of the list entry from I to II.”
Hopefully, those that care about 

these things will feel that “justice 
has been done” and that the revised 
listing is appropriate for our new 
Cupola House.        Graham Gosling

2020 is a very significant year for 
Bury St Edmunds and the county of 
Suffolk. 
People from all walks of life in the 
town are making plans to celebrate 
the millennium of the Abbey of St 
Edmund. 
In 1020, King Cnut founded the 
Benedictine Abbey of St Edmund. 
The shrine of St Edmund attracted 
countless pilgrims and the Abbey 
became one of the most significant 
religious houses in Europe. 
We will be celebrating the story of 
St Edmund and the foundation of 
the Benedictine Abbey which lie at 
the heart of the heritage of Bury St 
Edmunds and gave the town its 
name. Planning for the millennium 
celebrations is being led by the 
Cathedral, St Edmund’s Church, the 
District Council, the Town Council, 
Bury St Edmunds & Beyond, the 
Theatre Royal, Greene King, Treatt 

and Ashtons Legal. Musicians, 
schools, local businesses, com-
munity groups and other churches 
are planning special events through 
the year. 
The programme of activities will 
run from May 2020 (coinciding 
with the annual Bury Festival) to 
November 2020 (coinciding with St 
Edmund’s Day on November 20).
A wide range of events will appeal 
to people of all ages and interests.  
As well as enjoying the celebra-
tions, people will learn about the 
significance of our heritage. 
There will be concerts, exhibitions, 
town tours, pilgrimages and walks, 
and theatre productions.  
A series of sculptures on a tem-
porary plinth in the Crypt of the 
former Abbey Church will replicate 
how pilgrims came to the Shrine of 
St Edmund.
Three highlights are Benedictine 

monks and nuns gathering in May, 
a focal week in the Abbey Gardens 
in July, and a celebration of St 
Edmund’s Day in November. 
At the invitation of Bishop Martin 
Seeley (Bishop of St Edmundsbury 
& Ipswich) and Bishop Alan Hope 
(Roman Catholic Bishop of East 
Anglia), Benedictine monks and 
nuns will gather at the Cathedral 
with Rowan Williams, former 
Archbishop of Canterbury.  
The focal weekend will include 
performances in the Abbey Gardens 
and a public picnic.  
The Edmund Day Finale will 
include a Spectacle of Light with 
projections onto the Abbey Gate 
and the Norman Tower and a Light 
Trail through the Abbey Gardens 
and ruins.

   The Rev Canon Matthew Vernon
  canon.pastor@stedscathedral.org

Marking millennium of the Abbey
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It goes without saying that Suffolk is 
an agricultural county.   
A 2010 DEFRA Survey indicated 
that East Anglian farmers produced, 
amongst other things, 107 million 
eggs, more than one third of 
England’s potatoes and enough wheat 
to produce 5,774 million loaves of 
bread and it is to that last commodity 
that I would like to dedicate this 
article acknowledging one of the 
other roundabouts of Bury St 
Edmunds.     
Wheat has always been important to 
the economy of Bury.   
So important in fact that a major 
street – Cornhill – was named after 
it and over the years no fewer than 
three Corn Exchanges were con-
structed to deal in it.   
The first was at the original market 
cross but the last two are still stand-
ing, though not now used for their 
original purpose.    
The second in Cornhill itself was 
designed in 1836 and the last, rightly 
described by Martyn Taylor as “a 
noble edifice”, was built in 1861 and 
now contains several shops and a 
branch of Wetherspoons.   
But wheat is also celebrated by a 
sculpture called “With The Grain” on 
the roundabout situated at the junc-
tion of Parkway with Kings Road.  
It was designed by Roy Proctor, 
fabricated in the workshop of Nigel 

The tale about the Abbot, the Dean ... 
and a roundabout on a busy junction

Kaines and is a metallic representa-
tion of ears of wheat – a modern 
take on an old subject and (in a way) 
a nod to an event still remembered 
in many parts of the world.   
Knowing Bury, it will come as no 
surprise that it was through a spat 
between the Abbey in the person of 
Abbot Samson and a much humbler 
clergyman called Dean Herbert. The 
year was 1191.  
Dean Herbert was a priest who had 
some form of supervisory capacity 
in the Norwich diocese.   
Opinions differ but today, I guess, 
he might be called a rural dean.   
He also had two acknowledged 
sons, but we will gloss over that!   
He must have been of some sub-
stance because he owned a windmill 
which he built at his property at 
Haberden.   
This was, however, within the 
administrative area controlled by the 
Abbey (the banleuca) and on learn-
ing about the windmill, the Abbot 
became apoplectic with rage and 
was “so hot with anger that he could 
scarcely eat or speak.”   
The inevitable confrontation took 
place.
Dean Herbert offered to restrict the 
use of his mill so as to prevent 

others transferring their business 
from the Abbey’s mills to his own, 
but this was soundly rebuffed by 
Abbot Samson.
“I thank you as I should thank you 
if you had cut off both my feet; by 
God’s mouth I will never eat bread 
until that building be thrown down,” 
(Joselin of Brakelond - Chronicle - 
OUP).   
Faced with this abbatial onslaught 
Herbert saw sense and dismantled 
the windmill.
Normally that would have been the 
end of the matter however, stand-
ing before the Abbot, Dean Herbert 
stated that he was “quite within his 
rights to act as he had on his free-
hold land and that no one ought 
to be denied the use of the wind.” 
(Joselin’s Chronicle, see above).   
Over the centuries this statement has 
been picked up widely – I read it on 
CNBC.
Fast forward from 1191 to 2019 and 
things are much more complex;  is 
wind a completely “free” resource?   
The widespread exploitation of wind 
power (say) to produce electricity 
indicates that it might not be so. 
It appears that a windfarm could 
create disturbances for other farms 
downwind with a resultant effect on 
their production capacity in a similar 
situation to that when a river dam 
is built upstream which affects the 
water flow downstream.   
All in all, a potential legal night-
mare.   
So, let us leave it there with the 
lawyers and, when we next look at  
“With The Grain” on a windy day, 
spare a thought for Dean Herbert and 
reflect on the complexity of modern 
life.   
One text on the Law of Wind is now 
in its eighth edition!    
And finally, the advert.
The “With The Grain” roundabout 
is now available for sponsorship.   
Enquiries are welcomed by Stephen 
Moody the Bury in Bloom co-ordi-
nator who can be contacted via email 
at stephen@buryinbloom.org.uk
                                   Doug Beardon

The ‘With The Grain’ sculpture on 
the roundabout at Parkway/Kings 
Road. 
.

Ancient library is 
opened to public
Ancient volumes have been opened 
to public eyes at St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral. Its unique ancient library, 
which is home to more than 600 
early printed books has welcomed 
visitors to see a display of rare texts.
The library has been at St James’ 
Church - now the cathedral - for 
more than 420 years. It was 
founded in 1595 by Dr Miles Mosse 
as a resource for clergy training and 
its oldest text is from 1482 with 
many of its books donated by local 
clergy, gentry and tradespeople.
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Seventy dedicated volunteers help 
to award 1,480 Certificates of Merit
The judging for this year’s Bury in 
Bloom Certificates of Merit is now 
over and I hope many of you are 
proudly displaying them.  
The judging was a little earlier than 
usual to forestall the rigours a repeat 
of last year’s sizzling weather would 
impose on both gardens and judges 
and to avoid a possible clash with the 
date of the Anglia in Bloom judging 
of the town later in July.
Another change was the introduction 
of a separate certificate, with more 
appropriate wording, for commercial 
properties.  
In other respects the judging 
followed the regular pattern.  
Seventy volunteers, working in pairs, 
reviewed the whole area within the 
town boundaries, looking at the front 
aspect of commercial and residential 
properties and awarding certificates 
where they considered the garden 
worthy.
We are often asked the criteria we 
use.  
In essence there are three compo-
nents: the overall impression, which 
includes the impact the garden makes 
and whether the scale of planting is 
appropriate for the area available, the 
plants – the selection and their condi-
tion, and maintenance of all aspects 
of the area.  
This year we have given 1,480 Cer-
tificates of Merit, with 65 of them 
going to commercial properties. Our 
top award, the Highly Commended 
Certificate of Merit, was given to 
only 63 properties.  
There is abundant evidence that 
receiving a certificate gives great 
pleasure and satisfaction, that failure 
to do so can be very disappointing. 
If a decision is questioned it is re-
viewed and any mistake corrected.   
Our aim, of course, is to see an 
increase in all those numbers next 
year, with more people taking pride 
in the appearance of their property 
and so making Bury a more attractive 
town. This is my last year as organ-
iser of the scheme – my place next 
year will be taken by Jane Hamblin.  
I am grateful to Melanie Lesser, 

Stephen Moody and the team of 
volunteers for their wonderful 
support. It really is a community 
effort and we always welcome new 
people – I’m not sure it is possible 
to have too many! All that is needed 
is an interest in gardens and plants 
and a reasonable level of fitness.  

Anyone  interested in taking part 
next year should email certificates@
buryinbloom.org.uk and will be con-
tacted in the New Year with informa-
tion on the judging and the dates and 
asked then to confirm their interest. 
 
                            Elizabeth Clement

Four of the many colourful gardens that received the Bury in Bloom 
Certificate of Merit. 
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John Saunders explains the delights 
and pleasures of the Bury Society 
Quiz

Why would you want to go to a quiz 
night? 
It’s a question that I wrestled with 
many years ago and one that needs to 
be asked each time you are invited.  
I try to avoid going to a quiz where 
it is apparent that the questioner 
wants to impress everyone with his/
her knowledge and nobody stands a 
chance of getting the right answers. 
I also shun those occasions when 
the contestants clearly have a vastly 
superior knowledge and want to win 
at all costs.  
It is not that I detest being in the 
losing team but too much of a com-
petitive streak can sour an event.  
What I want is to have fun with a 
small group of like-minded souls 
who may or may not be known to 
me, to stretch my thinking and to 
come away with those nuggets for the 
next dinner party.  
But beware: “Did you know that …,” 

Why it’s great fun to come along to the 
next Bury Society’s quiz at the Crypt 

can sometimes elevate you to that 
superior being who bores guests.
Food and drink are an essential part 
of the evening’s entertainment.
The Bury Society Quiz in 2016 was 
one of several that I have organised 
and it was rated a great success.  
The purpose was to help contestants 
find out about Bury – what we walk 
past every day without seeing or 
those hidden gems.  
As a town guide and a rickshaw rider 
I am continually learning new facts 
and I love to share them with people 
who enjoy local history.
The formula will be repeated again 
on November 7 – all the questions 
this time will have multi-choice 
answers so if you are really clever 
you can select the correct one but if 
you are quizically challenged you can 
guess your way through the evening 
(it’s surprising how many do and end 
up with good results which inspires 
them to go out and buy a lottery 
ticket).
“Who was Abbot at the dissolution of 
the Abbey in 1539?” – (a) Reeve, (b) 

Baldwin (c) Anselm – don’t bother 
researching it because it’s not one 
of the questions (but when we give 
the answers you would want to learn 
more, for example John Reeve was 
buried in St Mary’s Church and there 
is a plaque to his memory in Crown 
Street). 
When setting questions, I am always 
grateful to be able to pick the brains 
of our chairman Martyn Taylor and 
he will again make an excellent 
co-host for the evening.  
We have to plan for the unexpected, 
for example having a tie-breaker if 
teams are level at the end.  
Last time we asked: “What was 
the population of Bury in the 1901 
census?” 
Fortunately we did not have to adopt 
Martyn’s extra plan if they still tied: 
“OK, name them all”.
The venue for the quiz is the Crypt 
under Bury’s Catholic Church, an 
interesting place which has its own 
history (and a licensed bar).  
Food will hopefully be up to the 
same quality as before.
A lot of work goes on behind the 
scenes and I often feel like Santa 
with a group of elves.  
The preparation, administration and 
catering for a quiz evening is 
demanding and I appreciate the help 
I receive and which is why, at times, 
we need to know certain details from 
you in advance.
So, are you going to come along this 
time?  
It’s the chance to also make new 
friends and to find out more about the 
Bury Society and perhaps encourage 
new members. 
If you happen to be in the winning 
team your prize will ensure that you 
are not out of pocket and you will be 
crowned accordingly.  
If you finish second or last that does 
not matter – the teams will be entered 
into a draw for a further two 
monetary prizes so luck may prevail.
One final but most important 
message: The Quiz hosts are always 
right!

Society currently stands at 
630 members after being 
at 556 four years ago
For those of you interested in statis-
tics, Bury Society currently has 630 
members, give or take a handful who 
have yet to pay their subscription. 
In fact, we lose very few subscribers 
at renewal each year, the main rea-
sons being ill health, moving away 
or the lack of involvement in Society 
events. 
The shortfall has usually been made 
up with newcomers, very often 
pointed in our direction by the town 
guides with their tours. 
In August 2015 the membership 
was 556 but following a leaflet drop 
around the town in 2017 the mem-
bership surged to over 600 which is 

still maintained today. 
It always surprises us that only 
around 65 individuals attend our 
enjoyable social events on a regular 
basis. 
Presumably those who don’t 
participate have a need to feel that 
someone is overseeing the town on 
their behalf, which we try our best 
to do. The Bury Society is still not 
particularly well known amongst 
town residents, so if you know of 
neighbours or friends who would 
like to get involved please tell them 
to get in touch (contacts on page 
15).
                                       Sue Savage
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Bury Water Meadows Group: Where 
has it come from? Where is it going? 
Many Bury Society members will 
remember back to 2013 when the 
prospect of losing the Leg of Mutton, 
50 undeveloped acres of land 
opposite No Man’s Land just up-
stream from the Abbey Gardens, led 
to the birth of the Bury Water 
Meadows Group (BWMG). 
The group was fortunate to have the 
support of the Bury Society from the 
start and for six years all Bury 
Society chairmen have had a place on 
the BWMG committee. 
Now the BWMG has determined to 
become a fully regulated  charity, 
it’s a signal that the group feels it 
can now stand on its own two feet, 
but with very fulsome thanks from 
everyone to the Bury Society for so 
much time contributed and assistance 
given.
The Government’s planning inspec-
tor did require St Edmundsbury to 
remove the Leg of Mutton from the 
Local Plan (Vision 2031) in 2015. It’s 
worth noting its removal in no way 
impeded the main thrust of the Local 
Plan - to build 5,000+ houses in Bury 
during the next few years. 
This expansion really does underline 
the need to preserve as much urban 
green space as possible for all of us 
including the many, many thousands 
of additional residents coming to 
Bury.
Everyone has increasingly come to 
realise the importance of local green 
space in our crowded and busy urban 
world. 
We are fortunate in Bury in that rare 
species such as the kingfisher, otter 
and water vole have not left us but 
have managed to survive here in 
what are very difficult conditions. 
Green space is recognised for its 
recreational significance and in an 
area where excessive diesel pollution 
will dominate for the lifetime of the 
cars we own today, spaces that are a 
haven from the air pollution on our 
roads are surely to be much 
welcomed.
The BWMG has noticed how the 
amount of litter in our river green 
spaces has gone down - a token we 

think of a greater respect for green 
space, alongside of course the efforts 
of our volunteers to supplement the 
council’s efforts at litter control.
The BWMG has gradually 
expanded volunteer work over the 
past six years to contribute to the 
maintenance and improvement of all 
Bury’s riverside green spaces. 
Bury has a unique heritage in that 
so much of the original gift of land 
from the Saxon King Edmund to the 
Abbey has survived undeveloped and 
it is these green spaces that have been 
the focus of BWMG effort.
BWMG has worked with the former 
St Edmundsbury Council, the 
county council and British Sugar on 
the development of a new riverside 
path and woodlands downstream 
from Tesco. 
These were secured at the beginning 
of 2019 as a very long lease of a 
number of acres of land from British 
Sugar and will open in early 2020 
after work to both create the path and 
also meet local residents’ needs in 
terms of screening and security. 
This will be a once-in-a-generation 
expansion of Bury’s riverside green 
space open to all residents to enjoy.
BWMG has entered into a partner-
ship with West Suffolk Council over 
the next couple of years to make 
the 25-acre Ram Meadow a better 
place for both wildlife and residents. 
Situated right in the middle of our 
town, yet unknown by many, there is 
great potential for a transformation. 
The council are just completing an 
initial project to create areas where 
sheep can help reduce the dominance 
of the huge stinging nettle beds. The 
BWMG plans to plant 1,000s of 
snowdrops later in the year, as well 
as working to improve the “gate-
ways” to Ram Meadow to make the 
reserve more welcoming. 
The designation of Ram Meadow 
as a Local Nature Reserve, only the 
second in West Suffolk, is just one of 
the goals of the partnership and can 
help attract grants to further improve 
the reserve. 
The whole area does suffer from 

excessive noise from the A14 and a 
hugely attractive long-term objective 
is the provision of sound-proofing 
along a key 200 metres or so of the 
A14, a project first attempted in 2007 
and supported by Bury’s MP at that 
time.
The BWMG has been a prime mover 
in getting a community-based group 
underway, working to improve the 
whole Lark. 
In three years, the River Lark Catch-
ment Partnership has gained full 
endorsement from central govern-
ment through the Environment 
Agency alongside many other key 
organisations including Anglian 
Water, the Rivers Trust, the National 
Trust and Natural England.  
A bid for lottery funds to be deter- 
mined in the autumn is set to trans-
form the whole river through vol-
unteers working downstream from 
Fornham, including areas much loved 
by Bury residents: the superb 
Lackford Lakes Nature Reserve and 
the glorious Fullers Mill Gardens, 
both a few miles from the middle of 
Bury. 
The transformation will eventually 
both remove barriers and improve 
the river habitat to allow wild trout to 
swim from the sea right up the Lark 
to breed and sustain the population.
Anglian Water have recently pro-
posed to Government its five-year 
plan (2020-2025) as is required for 
one of England’s major water utilities 
showing how it will meet all its legal 
commitments. 
The River Lark (including the 
Linnet) and only one other river in 
the whole Anglian Water region are 
proposed as the highest priority rivers 
for substantial environmental 
improvement. These radical pro- 
posals will restore river levels for the 
urban Lark and Linnet to a consistent 
level, able to sustain wildlife and be 
much more attractive to residents and 
visitors. BWMG hopes to play a 
significant role in the implementation 
of the plan if it is approved in the 
next few months. 
                                 Andew Hinchley
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The Bury St Edmunds coat of arms.

Celebrating the long list of mayors 
who have worn the ceremonial robes 
The very first Alderman of Bury 
St Edmunds, from the Old English 
meaning Earldorman, literally Elder 
Man, was John De Hockwolde in 
1302. 
The Alderman was chosen by his 
peers then and subsequently 
councillors. 
A Mayor in the true sense of the 
modern word was not created until 
Francis King Eagle in 1836. 
We have only had one honorary 
Mayor (non-councillor) and that was 
in 1913 when George Gery 
Milner-Gibson Cullum took on that 
role. 
A complete re-construction of the 
councils within Suffolk occurred on 
April 1, 1974, when under the Local 
Government Act of 1972 all existing 
principal local authorities, includ-
ing West Suffolk County Council, 
Bury St Edmunds Borough Council, 
Haverhill Urban District Council, 
Thingoe Rural District Council and 
Clare Rural District Council, were 
swept away. 
St Edmundsbury District Council 
was created, made up of Bury St 
Edmunds Borough Council, the two 
rural district councils of Thingoe and 
Clare and the Urban District Council 
of Haverhill.  
On May 15 the Queen, via her Privy 
Council, bestowed borough status on 
the new district of St Edmundsbury. 
This allowed a continuance of a 
Mayor and all the pageantry 

associated with it, robes, a sword and 
maces. The council even applied for 
a Coat of Arms.  
Though it had to be said whilst this 
was a ceremonial office, with no 
special powers, it did get you invited 
to quite a few “jollies”. 
The first Mayor of the newly formed 
council was Colin Winsor.
As time went on there was a certain 
amount of resentment that whilst 
Haverhill had its own Mayor, Bury 
St Edmunds did not, as its council 
was called St Edmundsbury Borough 
Council. Yes, there was a Mayor, but 
that person technically also repre-
sented other areas. 
So in 2003 a town council was 

formed, its raison d’être to care for 
Bury St Edmunds. 
But the running costs did not sit that 
well with some because when new 
elections were called  in 2007 a new 
party emerged called the ABC party 
aka Abolish Bury Council led by Roy 
Bebbington. 
He wanted to curb expenditure and 
unbelievably he won a majority. 
Immediately he called himself 
chairman thus abolishing the role of 
Mayor and set about reducing the 
perceived costs of having a town 
council by getting rid of some of the 
services it provided.  
However, his majority was erased in 
2008 and the town council continued 
with a chairman from thereon. 
With the formation of the West 
Suffolk District Council by the join-
ing up of St Edmundsbury Borough 
Council and Forest Heath District 
Council in April of this year Bury 
St Edmunds was again without a 
Mayor. Finally, the situation was 
resolved when the Bury St Edmunds 
Town Council on Wednesday, June 
26, voted their chair Peter Thompson 
to become the new Mayor with vice 
chair Paul Hopfensperger as Deputy 
Mayor. 
Incidentally his wife, Beccy Hop-
fensberger, had been the last town 
council Mayor in 2006/7.
So, we wait to hear if West Suffolk 
District Council will apply to the 
Privy Council to become a Borough, 
however, a majority of 66% is re-
quired by its councillors. 
The area we know today as West 
Suffolk contained the ancient eight 
and a half hundreds and was given 
by King Edward the Confessor to St 
Edmundsbury Abbey and historical-
ly was known as the Liberty of St 
Edmund. 
Would it not be fit and proper for this 
to become a borough?
After all borough is a derivation of 
Burgh or Bury meaning a fortified or 
walled town viz: Bury St Edmunds.
                                    
                                    Martyn Taylor

Abbey Gardens improvements 
are set to offer more to visitors
The Abbey Gardens in Bury St 
Edmunds will be improved with 
a new information point and plant 
sales area.
The gardens attract more than 1.2 
million visits per year with the 
footfall recorded at its entrances.
One of the big attractions is the 
floral displays looked after by the 
West Suffolk Council Parks Team 
and a team of volunteers. 

People are also interested in the 
history of the Abbey and finding out 
more information about the area.
The aviary also continues to be 
popular and while it will remain, 
part of it which has stood empty 
for more than five years, is set to be 
demolished.
That will make space for the instal-
lation of the new visitor information 
point and plant sales area.
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A £100,000 cash boost for a national 
ground breaking project to explore 
better integrated services and out-
comes for residents in West Suffolk 
has been welcomed.
Members of the Suffolk Public 
Sector Leaders Group agreed the 
funding to progress the innovative 
multi-million pound Western Way 
development in Bury St Edmunds at 
their meeting in June.
If agreed the development would 
deliver new state of the art com-
munity facilities and a nationally 
ground-breaking way to deliver 
integrated public services.
Plans are being drawn up with 
partners which would bring together 
new leisure facilities, health, educa-
tion and other public services with 
the commercial sector on one site.
It is part of a long-term vision for 
the area and would also attract 
investment and bring jobs, potential-
ly opening within the next five years.
The outline case suggests the plans 
would give the opportunity for 
radical regeneration, transform how 
services work and produce better 
outcomes for residents. At the same 
time the new development aims to 
reduce costs to the public purse and 
free up other assets in the area.
It is also suggested that the steel 

frame of the depot on Olding Road 
is re-used for the new Public Service 
building, to save money and 
resources as well as creating a flex- 
ible space that can be built in a 
phased way and will link to existing 
services at West Suffolk House.
The £100,000 Transformation 
Challenge Award Funding will be 
used on developing the detailed plans 
showing how the various services 
and public bodies will work together 
and use the building. Evidence shows 
that where services are better inte-
grated the outcome for residents in 
terms of health, wellbeing, jobs and 
skills is better and reduces cost.
Doing nothing is not an option on 
the site as the leisure centre needs re- 
furbishment and the depot buildings 
will become empty.
The new site would create oppor- 
tunities for multiple other partners to 
join the councils and West Suffolk 
CCG at the site, in the first or later 
phases.
To date, work on exploring the 
business case has involved central 
Government, all parts of the NHS, 
the Police, Abbeycroft Leisure, Sport 
England, West Suffolk College, the 
CAB and several other partners under 
the auspices of the Government’s 
One Public Estate Programme.

Ground-breaking initiative 
gets a huge £100,000 boost

An artist’s impression of the planned Western Way development in the town.



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

10.30am.
Heritage Open Week.
A talk by Bury Society chairman 
Martyn Taylor on “Lost Bury St 
Edmunds”.
United Reformed Church Hall, 
Whiting Street. 
Book at the Cathedral Tourist 
Information Point.

Members programme for the coming year

Don’t miss the opportunity to add your weight to the Bury Society team. 
Apply for membership now.
Either use the website: theburysociety.org.uk to download a 
membership form from the Home Page by clicking the “Join Us” panel 
or telephone the membership secretary Sue Savage on 01284 719243.

Contributions to the Review do not necessarily reflect that of the Bury 
Society.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

A Heritage event.
Departs 3pm from the Abbey Gate.
‘People Who Made A Difference’.
A walking tour lasting 90 minutes 
conducted by John Saunders, an 
accredited guide. 
The guide will explain how people 
have impacted on local history and 
made a difference to Bury St 

Edmunds. 
Religion, politics, personal gratifica-
tion and law enforcement all merge 
in an interesting and informative 
session.
Book at the Cathedral Tourist 
Information Point (maximum of 20 
people).

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12

10.30am to 12.30pm.
Autumn Get-Together.
United Reformed Church Hall.
Coffee and cakes.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7

7pm prompt.
A Bury St Edmunds ‘Quiz Night’.
By popular request we are repeating 
the Bury Society Quiz Night which 
will again take place in the Crypt at 
the St Edmunds Catholic Church, 
Westgate Street. 
Teams of four (at least one must be a 
member of the Bury Society). 
£10 per head to include a fish and 
chip supper. 
Booking form in this edition of the
Review.

      

The copy deadline for the next 
edition of the Bury Society 
Review is Monday, November 18. 
Email copy to the editor Russell 
Cook at russellcook@sky.com

Copy deadline for next 
edition of the ReviewA Bury St Edmunds household 

waste recycling centre could house 
a drive-through restaurant, hotel or 
care home, say property consultants 
charged with selling the site.
The Rougham Hill tip is for sale as 
a development opportunity, ahead 
of the new operation waste hub at 
Hollow Road Farm opening later this 
year.
Property consultants Carter Jonas 
have been instructed to sell the 3.59-
acre Bury St Edmunds site, which is 
owned by West Suffolk Council and 
let to Suffolk County Council. The 
plot is expected to be vacant in spring 
2020 at the latest.
The site is adjacent to junction 44 
of the A14 in a mixed-use area, with 
light industrial units and the 
Animal Health Veterinary Labora-
tories Agency to the east while a 
residential development is envisaged 
to the south.
The West Suffolk Operational Hub 
project (WSOH) has been shortlisted 

Number of uses identified 
at former recycling centre

in the national Considerate 
Contractors Scheme Ultra Site 
Awards. Morgan Sindall Construc-
tion’s project team was nominated 
in the community engagement and 
workplace wellbeing categories. 


